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‘Chemical firms knew
of cancer Imk in73
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»mmmmm mmm and the Goodrich spokesmae
; #08 DENNIS FOLTTR " .- he did nof know what, if ry, acticos
i Lnapiee Tiows St WrRery Mb«nuxm wilhin the COMPRAY 31K
Several chemiea) firms, Including the
B. P. Gocsrica Co, koew of prelimin
bat sderibcant data lisking m to ‘
3 vinvlchjoride gas 30 3 rare tiver cancer, mnmm&mmtmtu
brat tbe inicrsation was pot made public the Jan. 30 meeting apparently wis ibe
{or more then 3 year. . - first at which chemicat finus in this cous-
While “srZeswiedging thal' the oo try learned of the Evropesn resesrch inte
troversial ssontifie informatlon hipting A possible liver cancer produced by ex
i the chermical posure to vinyj chioride. He alw clairosd
that the Eagopean research was rrpeﬂﬂl
2 being of “high qualin™ and
panbie ip wienlilic research wurk dm
in American laboratories.

Asked about (his point {oday,
licrelations spokesman for Gm&
233in stressed the firm's position that in
ey 1973, the Maitoni research w2s ‘Dot
complete™ and Lhe resrarcher's fiadings
were "Mwaﬁnsm -He sid be wis ool

were discusted aware thaz the president of 1he chemical
'W%MNM"@({“ divikion of his firmo had 22id he was noa
Geodrich chemical division, Aatea Vil- ¥R of Maitoni’s »orX until this year, .
tome. 32id e fust be knew of a swody . The publicselations man 1 MCA sid
esiablishing a0 apparent link beiween ex- - ihere 3ad bocw “great reluctance” by Eue

yes Mmum”rmmufmbshmthﬂrmmm
cer, znpma‘um}'em of this untl they were guaranteed it wonld be
year, when an {talisn who &d ihe re
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The European firms wede ;devﬂfood -
Momtedison, which initiated the Malioai
nudr. Imperisl Cbemical Indusiries: M
Rbene-Progi). At ezt coe of

died tbou firms, Tmperia} C!»eminl. bhas sincey
reported that at Jeast ope of its workers

died of angiosarcoma.
NMCA iz new preparing »_timelable o

normalithes

month laler .tbe work of ibe Ralizan re-

searches. Dr. Cesare Malton: of Belogne,

w23 reponed publicly by the MCA.

However. notes of the Jax 30, 1973
3 meeting show tha TWillam E spokman for the !
L8 MceCormick, manaper of emvironmenta) tionxd Indugtriz] Institute for

St controls jer Goodrich, represented the al Saufety (NJOSH) said the federa) »,
-chetmicet diviuun at the MCA meeting. 1 cy is &ill Urying 16 determine whe withis

LMcCorick relired "3 year (o it Ses CEIENICAL
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2 groups differ on CIVCII'CIbIIﬂ'y
of knowledge about vinyl dangers

By DENNIS POLITE

Lovhville Times Statf Writar
. The Manufacturing Chemists Assocla- "

tion (MCA) and the National Institute .

for Occupational Safety and Health
{NIOSH) are at odds over the gquestion
of who knew what—and when—in the
vinyl chloride case,

The chemists over the weekend issued -

a press release detailing the sequence of
events in which the association said it dis
covered that worker exposure o vinyl
chloride could cause the rare liver cancer,
angiosarcoma,

The release says the chemists associa-
tion went to NIOSH on July 17, 1973, and
told the federal agemcy that studies :n
o

the chemical developed cancerous tumors.

Dr. Marcus M. Key, director of NIOSH,
denies from Washington in a telephene
interview that NIOSH received such in-
formation from the chemists association -
at that time. In fact, Key says in a state-
ment issued affer the. chemists’ release,
the chemical industry did not even men-
tion the Italian studles_

Was known fbr 18 months

This dispute is the latest development
in the wake of disclosures that the Ameri-
can chemical industry knew at least 18
months ago that exposure to vinyl chlor-
ide could cause angiosarcoma, but did not
make public the information at that time.

The chemists association says it was

“bound by an agreement with the Euro-

pean chemical companies with which it
was cooperating. to keep one Ialian re-

"search project secret:

The danger- of exposure to vinyl chlor-

ide finally :became publicly known about -

five months. ago when the B. F. Goodrich
Co. announced that some of its workers
2t its Bells'Lane plant in Louisville died
of angiosarcoma; cgrobably caused by ex-
posure o vinyl chloride.

The company, in subsequent announce-
ments, 5aid five workers' deaths had been
attributed to angiosarcama. Two living
workers also have the cancer.

Other deaths from vinyl-chloride-re-

" lated angiosarcoma have since been dis-

covered both in America and in Europe.

Government standards have been re-
vised in regard to the allowable amount
of exposure of the chemical to workers.
and the federal Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) Is now
proposing that no exposure be allowed in
plants which produce the chemical.

Oficials tell of suspicion

Goodrich officials said it was the suspi-
cion of their company physician that led
them to investigate the high incidence of
liver abnormalities among its workers.
This investigation, the company says, led
to the subsequent discovery of the angio-
5arcoma cascs.

H’uwever ,The Louisville Times report-
. tr 4%ane 4t Tealink ceinnm.

tist, Dr. Cesare Maltoni, who had done
the animal studies, said he told the chem-

. istg- asso¢iation —— which includes Good:

Tich - as much as 18 months ago that the
exposure to viny| chloride caused cancer.

Maltoni also said he told NIOSH offi-
cials about six months after that. Key said
NIOSH was not told at that time.

The chemists’ release says. “While it
has been recognized for decades that ex-
posure to high concentrations of vinyl
chloride monomer might cause liver and
kmney injuries, the U. S. chemical indus-
Ary was not aware of any cancer-related
polential of vinyl chloride monomer until

May 1870.” )
Says it briefed its members -

After it learned from maltoni in Jan-

‘uary 1973 of his studies. the association

says, it briefed its members on the results.
It also had kept-them informed of earher,
less reliable, studies, -

And in Jdly. of ladt year, the chemists
association-savs; it ‘went to NIOSH and
also briefed the federal offlcxals on the
Italian studies., ’

Key’s statemernit says. "On July 17, 1973,

thal the chemists association mcntioncd_

the Maltoni study.

NIOSH savs it begay to ask for informa-
tion about vinyl chioride in January 1973
when it published i the Federal Register
a list of 23 chémical substances and phys-
ical agents’ which it consgidered as poten-
tial hazardss Vinyl ‘efilgride was among
these, NIOSH:says. ~ "

The chemists, - asSogiation chronolo::y'

.says it was told in"1970. {971 and in 1972

of studies imvolving vinyl chloride and '
animals. It considered some of the studies ;
less than reliable. if"say's, and undertook ’

to do its own studies.

But in July, 1971, the assocxanon s chart
shows, -it wrote to all member companics’

* medical departments and alerted them
- to the possible “health problems” with

vinyl chloride. At the same time, it asked -

for support for a study into the effects
of vinyl-chloride exposure.

Provide financial suppori

: P .
= £he chemists’ chronology suggests that

“gespite earlier statements by - Ggodrich

officials little was known about the effccts
of vinyl chloride, much was’ beind done
by the chemists association to confirm

I and severa} membcn of my stamef ‘th& dtalian studies. And member com-

at MCA's" request” T .
NIOSH of an MGA research study involv-
ing exposure of several rodent species
to vinyl chloride ‘vapors at 30, 500 and
5.000 parts. per- million parts of air.
NIOSH asked MCA to keep {it) advised
of the study's progress.”

Key's statement says, “Al uus meeting
there was ne mention of angiosarcoma
of the liver in humans or animals; no.ref-
erence to production of liver tu’mors u:~
animals by an Italian mvestxgﬁ'f.onl A

Says it heard only in Januark, -3 .

NIOSH says the next it heard of vinyl
chioride was the January disclosure by
Goodrich. The day of the Goodrich an.

nouncement, NIOSH says, is the first_time‘ .

MCA informedv-Panies were involved in most of these

eﬁoas through their {inancial support.

“he chronology also shows that at lcast
six months before the Goodrich announce-
ment of the deaths, déath records and

. personnel records of emploves were being
assembled by a corsulting firm hired by }

the chemisis to deten'mne the cnu;es of
death. v
(Despite lhls check and arralhcr:s)v the
m}' however, it .was The Tithes that
ed the fifth_Goodrich death when

treblaingd, x{ie man's death certificate

3 &bmms family.) ---

The chemists "association says it now
has four studics under way to study the

effects of vinyl-chloride exposure on

anmimals. o @
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