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Polychiorinated bipbenyls, first
syathesized in.1881, belong to a class
of chemicals called chlorinated
hydrocarbons, which inciude most of

s’
But scientists found that by
substituting chlorine atoms for
hydrogens in the biphenyl, they could
create a sdmam that was flame-
sistant. Such les with more

o tham one chiorine atom are called
and polychlorinated bipbenyls, or PCBs.
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" It replaced mineral oils,
which had resuited in many fires.
So perfect were PCBs that within a
few years they became the fluid of
choice in the electrical industry.
addition to preventing fires,
were 30 stable a3 % be resistast to
strong acids and bases and biolagical
degradation.
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skyscrapers. Since PCBs would aot
react with ink, they prevented

smears on carbonless copy paper.
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