FDA Confirms .5% Lead
Level: Defers Action on .06%%
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i n.-ce.-.v.‘.y there has ueen uuch leglslative acztivity with regari to the
.. uss of lesd In peint prodacis. Although tle outcoge of this is uncertailsn,
i it 1s neveritaless sppruprlate 2hat I repart to you what ve at The Shervine

410iers Cozpeny are 45ir3 0 provide you vith products which will be in
comadilanze vith these lo%8.

On March il, «-'2, “3A $ssued an order vhich desiared thet peinte con-
teining zore than .. % ived alter December 31, 1372 and sore than 4 lea2
after Jeceszber 4l, 1973 vere declared to be s banned hszarcdous substence
and could notr be aripped in {nterstste cocmerce. A of this date, FDA has .
not laplemented tnis orler wlthough they 8re expecied to 40 o very soen.

The Serate had adopied an szendoent to the lead-Based Puint Poleoning
Prevention Aet whicn wou:d prchTm.: the use of paints contalning core then
.5% lead afzer Decesder jl, L3¥2 sand .0%% ieod sfier Dececber 31, 1973 on
surfeces of Federsi.y funded houslng. The cocpanion bill introduced by
Repreventative fiynn in tle House of Representatives 18 still in commitiee,
80 the ouzcome Of trls lecislation 18 uncertain mithough it 4o espected to
be adopted Ly the Congress.

In eddicion 20 “he Federsl .egisistive sctivity, verious states and
sunicipalities nave mcopted crilnances relating 1o the ssle arnl uss of
’ costinge contsiring .¢ed. Chicago recently passei tvo omdinances which
prohibited :he sale ani use of coetings irtenawmi for use on interior
householc surfsces end con*ainirz sore then .OA lesd and core than .05¢
other toxic heavy zelals (seleniuz, csdmiuz, mercury, srsenic, snd sntizony)
sfter July L, 19T72. Other stetes a-c uapected to ndopt siciler legleintior.

The Shervin-Yililscs Company recognized scverul years ago hat legis-
lation restriccing vYhe uwe of lesd 1n paints vould proveadly de sdopted.
As 8 consequsrte, ve bugan o rcutinely reforsulste our products o resove
the lesd content. 4As e result of this Zoresight, I cen repor: to you that
sll interior zoetlrss currerily =anafectured by The Shervin-vWillisms Cowpabny .
contain less tran .04 lead and less “lan .05% other toxic heavy 2etely. In
sddition, ell oiker Traie Sales products, including those designel for exterior
surfaces on dve.linvs, ere deing reforouisted o lesa than .068 lesd. Ve
sapect 1o be 3ovn "o lass hen .%% lead conzent by Cctodber 1, 1872 ané to
1e88 than .J64 lesd conteas scon shereafter.

We currencly sre pusticg the fallouirng letter suffiz sfter the aalu-
i facturiry date or all containers %o indicste the ised snd other tasic nesvy
- setai content of the tomtings:
X less than ,06% iesd ond 0% othsr toxic heavy setsls .
V less than .%% leea ord ,05% other toxic heavy satals

Z acre than .5% leai and .05$ other toxic hesvy gevsls
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Lead-in-Paint Rules, Legitlation
Finelly Maving Toward Resolution
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The pant inductry s, for the mim: part, pleased with
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that such 3 stdy sbuug otablnh onde and tor W
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Thure arc. howeser soma problems waich novohe
around the propysed HEW vudy and the Ketinedys it
a poswd by the Sunate, Whok waiting for the aly
the Keanedy ™11 dins net Jubor avtion o0 ilin hanmng
of lead-basud pants at the UF perea ot lesad aiter Do
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15 addntinn 0 the canfurm ng lamuage, NPCA P
requesicd akbitional changes, including 4 prinion "y
defer the U8 poreunt standard unal the foscarch walbd
for undcr the Kennods bdl kav huen condunid hy
HEW and then fully evaluatcd by buth the pw.rne
ment and the paint industry The point. ucecrding to
NPCA Exccutive Vice Prusident Rabers Roland 1 that
10 cnast the 06 percemt standard bufore rescarch w
sompkicd would ncgate the pracucal valve of the re-
wauteh, “especrally if the data showe a higher standard
1o he safe in fesidential pants,™

Apother sigmificant changx Holund states, o the -
chaion of 3 full pre-empuwe xcction in the frderal law
The industry. e poines oul. has hoen plagued by st
and local kad ordimunces ar dificriog Jevels of lead
conicot and with diffcrent timetables for cnsctment than
that proposed cither by the FDA or by 1he Conpress

Under ihe Renncdy amcadment 10 the Liad-Bascd
Paist Poisoning Prevention ACL as sppropnation of
sumc $100 mithon 1a preventive and siudy funds wil¥
b authorieced. HEW n directed by the Kennedy Wil
10 condost its study and repewt back o the Congross
ca its Andisp no laicr than cight months alter its
epactment. Thus, svenrchag to highly pluced Coagrin-
sional authoritics, is consldered 0 be sufficion: ume by
Sen. Kunbedy and his followess 1o change the .06 per-
cemt kead Jevel should it he dotermincd that 3 higher
level = safe,
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Report on Llocal and Stote Leod
Laws Shows Foolishness Abounds
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Preblems Arise for Wollcovarings
Deaolers Under California Label Law

While mosa uf the decorsting prodacts ndusiry fo-
cused its ansation o the kak-in-punl problem, rwo
wallcecrmps onlits in Califvma were jolicd whep
the stae wedored walkoverigs  packages with nom-
winforaung labsh remavwd from their inventory. Stan-
Jard Bramds Paint and Siaclair have buen wdentificd by
the statc . no1 complying with the Californis astuiory
403 Fegatlony nQuirements

Seuteen 12A07, Chapier V3 of the Calilormia Busi-
Ay and Provoveam Code requires disclosure of the
act quarily ol vrienis on the packuga of all cone
MRS Produnts, Avcording to information received
from tm Walhanerings Wholcsakers Assocranon’s at-
Wity David Murshoun, the stols inrpretation of
thit Jaw requires disclosure on the vutside of the pack-
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Sencte, Pay Board s Wage Rulings
May Crecte Problems for Relailers
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all emphareer 1w, tetal andusiny The el wen 3o
exmpl workors makiag kss tran $2°C - a0
soupled with the Senan » passar. of & & armam wag.
act that would raisv B mumimum o s2 ovr hour 12
60 davs after cnactment and 1o $2 20t - um later
for aiwlr cmonnd by e 1tad munee
amridmenis, wiutd, ateord.ae (o the A
Federanon, dume an cxesan, haad an i
taikery

Undir the Senste-pase.d Mimmem Woooo It Re-
taders cencrod i 1900 wonid Lty 1L A B0 info ey
ol SIME then ST and tinally §2 70 SR Julg i g0
Into eonforénce . 3 prt Heuse S pate comim e, W
Scnate toll wouk! aho shmenate the S22 D0 _sten-
ishment™ tost snd make he figuse apehicadl 6 rotasd
TORIDNSST. thus forung muliestore  Jtaitlhves ¢ ag-
grepate all sales solume th tec whofur the  meum
applics W thm
. J.ntle hope is Id our by Washiz slen obsenors for
an advquae compromise Butuaen tn huvs stringent
Houw muafure 1Sc: Washingtor Swre = Jurc-Jun
and that passed by the Scnate epecially conmders
ing that thes i an vicction year -

Oudly. the Cost of Livim: Counail has indicated n
it working o formulus 1 provade rehef for retaiers
hard-hit by the cxpuctcd mcrease i the [Ldural m:e
musm wage. Spucial atieniion, sceording e 1iff mem-
bers. 1§ bang paid to permiming retailers I rane prces
1o cover eapecied higher upsranng costs

No word has been heard from the council howeser.
in regard w any formulas which wiwld and retaders in
meeting the highet upctating wunis thet vl result from
ctempting workers making ks thaa §2°% from salan
resirictions. The council’s devision wamc vs than a
week after 3 U.S. District Judge ruled Uat the counent
had crecd i sciting 1 exempton hpure at $190 in
atiempling 10 carry owt 3 Compreswonal mandate that
members of he “working poor™ wm e covered by
the Pay Board's 5.5 porcent guidehines.
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