Novernber 16, 1957

Dr, William F, Ashe

Chairmen - o
Department of' Preventive Wedicine
The Ohic State University '
Coluspbus 10

Dear?Bill:

I don't want to argue with you, and least of all do I wish
to quibble sbout medical ethics. I agree, in principle with
your position, and I also believe that industry displags its
wisdom and adaptaoility in practical as well as soclal ter:is
when it recognizes and accepts the ethics of itus physicians

and its own social responsibilities, This, I believe you will
recogﬁlze, has been the practice where I can exercise ad-
ministriative control to the appropriate extent. However, we

are not talking about the private and perscnal practice of
madicins or the free perscnal and professional posiniop cf such
a mractit*oner. We are dealing with a now professional relation-
ship in & new and differsnt society, and we have to Dbe willlng to
WOP&W&u our pesition and owr rignts in our new relauionshln, in
wii cn‘ae are the members (by agreement or by connract) of an
organ;zation in whose councils we share but whose decisions we
accent once they have been made, unless. we are prepared to auit,
Even then we are not free of responsibility for the privacy of
judgments arrived at previcusly. Any other arranweﬁent in our
p”eseﬁt scciety would lead to chaos and anarchy.

I agree that new knowledﬂe, especlally when peopls: are in jecpardy,
a«c,/~9§9§~§*p roblen, %o be indped ecarefully, obaectlvely and with moral
*000““* S sensitivity. However,/whith may seem to be an inescapable duty
to one!s colleagues and tne expression of a right which cannot, in.
proprlety, be taken away, is an enbtirely different. matter, which
involves legal considerations as well as personal, and questions
of professional orestige which at times are- opposed to the good of
the communlty.’ As 1t happens, the publication of most articles,
without identification of patients or their sources, is quite.
satisfactorj for purposes of information and professional communi-
cation This is done regularly. On the other hand, certain types
of vublicatiocs end certain types of data constitute a complete
idthlLiC&tiﬁn of their socurce, and this can be done only: when the
legal and professional relationships are clear, The fact is that
there 18 no simple and firm rule for professional conduct in a
nunber of these situations, and one has to examine his motives and
his conscience, and then ‘as objcctively as possible, with due re-
gard to the role of the physician (in one's own view) in human
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urse with full accepbtance of its consequences,
se a beneficent inf luence on the industrial
51 ;s we must take our-placé within industry and
: ~sitlon of confidence and leadership his will not be
done by cleverness or pandering, bub by faein issuss gxplain-
ing our views, ‘and pe”SUb‘fig our assaclatos. Weltheﬁ will it
be aDﬁ‘ by s QSUﬂlﬂ? a nosture of virtue or Qelf assurance, bub

7 it of inaow v & willing ess to ex-
aind an 'acceptance £ the rules
)ahav1qr among. ones peerd.
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amide the facts b ‘
of cpen diseq sqion

I think there is 1ittle doubt that we in medicine ave achieving

cw enia in the vrcfess;ona7i?atdcn of industrial medicine and

in restoring the posib . ;icn the ‘industrisl physician lost
thrcugh his ovn *rrespﬂnqubalﬂty, preoccupabion and’ ine ¢mpetence.

e need not have a e¢hipy on eur snou;der, or guilt on our censcience,
herefors, in »unnaring cur situation or our e*h ca with those of
the traditicnal practitioner of medicine. While we work through
the situation cr»ated by our sins of omission and ignorance. we
siell often be at a2 disadvantage, but we are raacaink & nu81tion

of trust and respéct among the sccially minded ir dustoial managers
of‘mur time. This ﬁositiop can be . eﬁﬁ;alidatad and as the present

cnfusion, bpased on the many upsolved problems of industrial hygiene,

.1° ‘*SSLcaneg,hthe roblems of the type that gave rise %o this dis-

cassion will disa woear in laree uart The vulne rapility of the
aluminum *Ndhstrv, Just a5 an exzamg 5le of the 3xcuatloq, to ciaims for
dammage ( and nunitlive danmsge) is ao‘”reau at present, that their
atiorneys have every reason to ba 2oncernsd lsst they mal'e 2 misstep.
The decislon arrived at in the Court of Appsals in tha Martin case

is ocne of the wmost glaring obstacles Lo medical and hyglenic research

.and %o the arprop 1aue aseumntion bv our industry of the rs snonsi-

bllity for its cwn actc that I have aver ﬂncovﬁtﬂr de This was”
httuPIY unpredictable, snd was born cf & superbdb ignorance and
irresponsibility oa the part cf the court, I hope and balieve it
will be reversed, for if 1%t establishes a nrecedent, attention to,
and investigation of, =2 potential hazard constitubes prima facie
evidence of the- axiatenca of a source of injury.. Under these con-

diticns, an investigaticn such as we conducted at Niacara, serves

to convict the plaintiff. This wes sxactly what ALCOA"s chiefl
counsel had in mind in discussing this no"t with us, in suggest-
Ing certain alterations in.verblagJ, 316 finglly in holding up its
Vabl&uauicn (wqich in terms of our mutuazl lunderstanding, as the

sls for our being engaged to do the worl, he had the right to

)@ If this dnc*s*on is reversed, ve sqil be able soon, I bellove,

o publish this »report in aonropr;a*e fcrn, %ut I think you will see
WLY I am not pr‘pared o push this issue &t. this particular time,
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You will recognize, of course, that I have extended myself,
somewhat, in my further discussion of this subject. I do
this bacause I am not willing to have you believe that I am
oqewnac less than properly sensitive

to ethical pri nblplas,
or that I am ignorant of the ways of the world, I do n

belng above reproach in slthnr.efhics or wi

Sincerely yours,

nHobert A, Xehoe, ¥. De
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