Hay 1st, 1937

A Breyer

1l
‘El)u Acklen Avenue
ta

shville, ‘‘enn,
Dear lr, Breyer:

In accordaence with your re-
cnest I am sending you under separate cover scome
articles walch we have pdblxsued on the subject of
lsad poisoning and lead absorption.

We ‘have not investigated

refully thse matter of de-leading elther as to
s effectiveness or ss to the beneflts or 4iffl=
1lties associated with 1t. Some years ago I made
a geries of studies on this in experimental animals
without knowing at that time that the problem of lead
in food was as serious as it turned out to be. The
significant quantities of lead in food and the variability
in the results made the experiments worthless in relation
50 the problem at issus. Therefore I have never vublished
these daba, In the human sunject I have hesitated to use
de=lgading measures for I havs a number of reasons for
believing that this is an unsound therapeutic practice,
and I do not wish to expose my pablents to what I belleve
to be unnecessary and inadvisable risks. If I possessed
adequateé hospibtal facilities so that I could wateh these
patients as cavefully as I should like to do, I would be
zlad to make some obgservations on this point, but I have
nob satisfled myself that I am so situated that I am

ustified in carrying on this type of work,
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My point of view in the matter
is that persons with abnormal lead content 1n their
tissues excrete lead in abnormsl quantities until they
have returned to the normal level., This is done slowly
and in the main without gny risks. A4Actually the recrue
descence of symptoma from lead 1s rather rare in the
untreated patlent who is removed from his exposurc.
‘“hen hilas acute symptoma subside, they usually do so
vermanently. Therefore I have not considered it sither
wise or necessary to resort to de~leading. I have proe-
ferred to allow the lead to bo removed rom the tissues

. by the nomal processes., Thus my infterest in the influence

of various dew«leading agents is directly solely at the
physiological mechanisms involved, and not at a therapsutic
zoal,



Mr. A. Breyer

Among the articles which I am

sending you, I wish to call your attention to one
which may or may not be of interest bto yon because of
its subject, but which I think will. interest you bacause
1% glves the details of experimental. observations on -
the balanced lntake and output of lead in' the case of
normal subjects. This article is entitled "An Appraissl
of the Lead Hazards Associsbed with the Distribution and
Use of Gasvline Containing Tétrasthyl Lead". 'So far as
I Imow these data ars the best evidence awvailable of the

existencs of a charaaterist*c metabolism of lead., In my
cﬁinicn they show. canclusively that lead absorbed in
small guantitles does not progr3331ve11 accurmlate butb
reaches an équllibrlum whercby inbake and: output balance.
I trust you will find Lhesa of some intersst to you, and
of some value. ‘

anortuna?ely ny supply of reprints
of a geriles of six articles which gppeared in the Journal
of Tndustrial Hygiene for Ssptember 193% tg. exhamusted, I
suggest that you refer to these articles in the Journal
1f you are *ntvveSued in the subjeet since thevy zive the
most complete presenbtation of our exuerimental work of ths-
past ten years,

Very truly yours,

RAK:is _ > ' Robertv A. Kehoe, ii.D.
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