
Message

From: Bennett, Tate [/0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=1FA92542F7CA4D01973B18B2F11B9141-BENNETT, EL]

Sent: 5/9/2017 2:20:47 PM
To: rlauf@nd.gov
CC: Bowles, Jack [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=78e63acc248f41328768db82d95464c3-JBOWLES]; Graham, Amy 
[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=26722dfde5b34925b0ad9a8dd4aff308-Graham, Amy]

Subject: FW: EPA Empowers State Regulators, Encourages Energy Innovation

Hi Robert!

I tried your office yesterday to give you all a heads up and you were out. Just wanted to flag the below press release went 
out this AM. CC’d is our Communications Director who would be happy to work with you on a statement, or anything else 
your boss might be able to provide.

Thank you!

Tate

Elizabeth Tate Bennett
Senior Deputy Associate Administrator
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
Office of the Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

CONTACT:
press@epa.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 9, 2017

EPA Empowers State Regulators, Encourages Energy Innovation by Signing 
Proposed Rule to Approve North Dakota Carbon Sequestration Wells Application

WASHINGTON -  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt today announced that 
EPA has signed a proposed rulemaking to approve North Dakota’s application to implement and enforce its 
own Class VI Underground Injection Control (UIC) program. Class VI injection wells are used for long-term 
storage of carbon dioxide captured from industrial and energy related sources. This action reinforces 
Administrator Pruitt’s commitment to cooperative federalism, and will help advance carbon capture and 
sequestration (CCS) technologies.

“North Dakotans know better than anyone the needs of their environment, economy, and communities,” said 
Administrator Pruitt. “By taking action toward authorizing North Dakota’ s Class VI program, we will
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empower state regulators, provide needed certainty, and advance CCS technologies, all while ensuring drinking 
water sources remain protected.”

EPA is proposing to determine that North Dakota is capable of enforcing its Class VI program in a manner 
consistent with the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and all applicable regulations to protect underground 
sources of drinking water. If EPA ultimately approves the state’s program, the North Dakota Industrial 
Commission will have primary enforcement responsibility. EPA will continue to administer the UIC Program 
for wells on Indian lands per the SDWA.

Click here to view the Federal Register notice proposing program approval, which was signed today. Once the 
notice publishes in the Federal Register a 60-day public comment period will begin. Following the close of the 
comment period, EPA will review and respond to public comments in preparation for making a final decision 
on North Dakota’ s application.
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