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1 have your letter of August 4th and was guite interested to
know that you are going to visit the Province of Quebec during the week
of September 1llth witk reference to the problerm of tuberculosis in
Thetford Lines.

Deer Dr. Wheatley:-

It would be very fine if you could call on the officials of
the Department of Health and Public Welfare in Quebec City, particulerly
Dr. A.R. Foley, Provincisl Epidenmiologist, and of course, the Deputy
Zinister, Dr. Jean Gregoire. The Provincisl Committee for the Freven-
tion of Tuberculosis also has its hesdcuarters in Quebec City. The
?ecretary is Dr. Georges Gregoire and the Crganzzer is Xr. Jean-lerie

urgeon.

It might be @ very opportune time to suggest a survey in the
Thetford Xines area and I ar sure you would find the Provincisl Departe
ment of Health and the Provincicl Tuberculoasis Committee very coe
cperative.,

GIW/S. : Ex cutive Secretary.



Dr. Yheatley
Apsistant Wedicel Director

In Re: Tuberculosis Mortslity im Thetford ¥ines

Thank you for the chance to read Dr. Gardner's interesting
letter., . '

There {8 evidence enough in the facts at hand of & bad ‘}'/
situstion as regards tuberculosis in Thetford Mines. I should think
that crude death rates of 259 and 300 per 100,000 in the gemeral popula- |
tior in yeer:s as Tecent as 1941 and 1842 would be warrant emough for any
gronp interested in public health to make a most intensive study of the
causes behind it. 4 study of the death rates by sex and ege covering a
period sufficiently long to produce significant death rates would give
e very good indicetion of whether or not asbestos was involved.
Relatively high death rates among adult males. associated witk average
or only slightly above average death rates for children and for wemen,
would point to asbestos as e likely cause, insgumuch as it is apperent
that & large percentage of sdult males are employed by the asbestos mines
and mills. On the other band, relstively high rates from the disease for
all classes of the population would indicate that esbestos had little to
do with the situation. It wonld dbe well to determine about what propor-
tion of the adult males were employed by the asbestos mines end mills.

I suggest that you try to secure from Dr. Parrot or frox
some otber agency, separately for each of the following classes, death _
rates for the age periods given on his table covering meles in the Province
of Quebec, or, if availsble by five year age periods up to 6€5.

(&) Males andbYemales of the Dominien

(Q) Males andpremales of the Province of Quebec

Q) Meles andbfemsles of Thetford Mines

(Q) Males anddFemales for localities in the vicinity of
Thetford Mines

Since there were cnly arcund 13,000 pecple in Thetford Yines
in 1942, it would be well to have the sta'ais}i coyer as8 many years as
Sus 'ahe exposures at the

X rate

is practicable so as to avold fluctustions,
various ages in each sex.
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