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GENTLEMEN

MY SUPPLIERS RAVE INFORMED ML THAT THERE IS A PROPOSED PER-
MANENT STANDARD ON EMPLOYEE EXPOSURE TO !INYL Cr HLORIDE
MoNoMER WHICH, IF MADE EFFECTIVE, WILL PUT THE SUPPLIERS OUT
OF BUSINESS. '

IFr TRIS SHOULD HAPPEN, OUR PLANT = LOCATED I)i WASHINGTON,
INDIANA AND ENGAGED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
OF THE TYPE GENERALLY WORN BY PEOPLE WEO MUST WORX IN INCLE-
MERT WEATHER =~ WOULD BE SERIOUSLY AFFECTED, )

WE CURRENTLY ENPLOY APPROXIMATELY 429 PEOPLE IN THIS CONMU~
NITY, AND IF WE WERE DENIED AVAILABILITY oF PorLyvinrL CHALORIDE,
WHICH APPEARS T0 BE A POSSIBILITY, APPROXINATELY 100 oF THESE
PEOPLE WOULD BE PUT OUT OF WORK IMMEDIATELY,

HowEVER, THE PROBLEM IS EVEN DEFPER THAN THAT SINCE IT IS VERY
UNCERTAIN THAT THIS PLANT COULD CONTINUE TO SURFIVYE AT ALL IF
THIS LOSS WERE SUSTAINED. :

Since I AM 4 FABRICATOR USING PVC MATERIALS AND NOT A4 PRODUCER,
I HAYE NOT BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLYED IN THE EYENTS LEADING UP T0
PHIS PRECIPITATE ACTION. HOWEVER, IT IS MY UNDERSTANDINGC THAT
AFTER YEARS OF WORKING WITR NO RESTRICTIONS AT ALL, A TENPORARY
BTANDARD OF 50 PARTS PER MILLION WA INITIATED NOPT LONG 460

AND THAT NOW IT 185 BEING CONSIDERED TO CHANGE THE TEMNPORARY
BTANDARD T0 A PERMANENT ONE 4T THE LEVEL OF O PARTS PER xznnrox.
OR, CLOSE TO0 IT,

I Do NoT wISH TO SEE THEE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF ANY PERSON
ERDANGERED UNNECESSARILY, BUT I SERIOUSLY QUESTION THE WISDOM OF
ACTION WHICH MOVES S0 RAPIDLY FRONM AN UNCONTROLLED SITUATION TO
ONE WHICH DEMANDS THE ABSOLUTE ABSENCE OF THE MATERIAL.
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I THINK THAY THE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE THOUSANDS OF
PEOPLE INVOLVED SHOULD BE VEIRY CAREFULLY CONSIDERED.
FURTEER, WE SHOULD BE ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT A STANDARD £0
ETRINGENT AS T0 PUT SUPPLIERS OUT OF BUSINESS 1S ABSOLUTELY
NECESSARY BEFORE SUCH 4 DECISION IS MADK.

SINCERELY,

H. Hawsonx
Mawaorrn
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