December 13, 1932

mr. A, E, Mittnacht

Ethyl Gasoline Corporation
Chrysler Bullding

Hew York City

Hew York

Dear Mr. “ittnachts

I have considered the contents of your letter of
December S5th in regard to the lssuance of another circular
covering specifilecally the cleaning of Ethyl tank cars. I
do not ses any pariticular point in the 1ssuance of a
speclal bulletin but I feel that we should be willing to
comply with the wishes of the Buresu of Explosived in any
such matter. I quite sgree wlith you in belleving that
the possibllitles of danger are provided esgainst in the
regulations covering the cleaning of ordinary tank cars.
liowever the use of welding eqilpment inside any such tank
car is attended by a2 ceriain danger. Our previcus ex-
perience leads me to belleve that small smounts of lead
may be found deposited in the scale on the inside of the
tank car, even after the most satisfactory cleaning, If
this 1s ths case, the usé ¢f a torch on such a surface
will produce volatile lead compounds which will be similar
to those produced by cutting up metal plates which have
painted surfacess It 1s true that the amount of lead
should not be and probably will not be greats Neverthe-
less I should concelve of 1t as desirable to wegr an air
mask during such s welding operation in order to avoid the
inhalgtion of lead vapors.

If there is anything further which you wish me
te do in this connection, please let me knowe

Very truiy yours,

RAK:IS

KE 0000548



