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Safety Laws Call

For PCB Use,r
Monsanio Says

The Monsanto Co., which last.
week announced it would con-,
tinue selling the controversial
chemical polychlorinated b -
phenyl (PCB), calied a major;
poliution thrent, pointed oul,
Monday that public safety laws'
throughout the country requirc
use of PCB in certain eleclnc‘
power equipnient.

"Earller transformer coolants
often exploded and burned, .
causing numerous dexths and
injurics,” Howard L. Minckler,
company vice president and,
general manager of the organic
chemicals division, said.

IN ADDITION, he said, there
are no avaliable Il.lb!(l(ll(bsl
which equel the safety perform.
ance of PCB in power-transmis.
sion equipment.

“A return to use of combusti.,
bie ol products would be s re-.
treat to practices of the 1930s
and an unuccessary threat to
human life,” Minckler said.

““Monsanto has voluntarily
taken action to restrict use of
this produci and to prevent fur.
ther environmental exposure.’
We believe this Is the best ap-
proach we can take until a re-
placenient for PCE is fuund b\‘
1 our research people.” '

| MEAVY EXPOSURE of he!
*man beings to PCB can causc!
 liver and kidney diseascs, . and’
even deuh, arcording to Covi-’
ranment magarine., 1
Commenting on a reeunt re
port that PCB can induce birta,
defects in animals, Miacklcr'
shid, ‘“‘Monsanto = not aware 01+
any  scientific dama that unl::
cates polychiotinated hiphents :
ey ge birth delfer e

MONS

030431



COLUMIBIA, 1o,
MISSOURIY N

L]

Company Limits

WASHINGTON, July 14 —
The manufacturer of an In-
dustrial chemical called PCB
has declded to resirict sales of
q the chemical because of moim.
ting evidence {hat it can induce
birth defects in animasls,
nt of Si. Louls

said in a letfer lo Rep. William
F. Ryan, D:N.Y., that 1t would
na longer sell PCB [or use as 2
water resistant plasticizer or as
a hydraulic (hud.
1 In April, the company asked

the Department of Agricultire
to prohlhit the use of the
vhemucal in pesticides

Mcnsanto said {t would con-
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Sale of Chemical

linue fo manufaclure the,
chemical for use as a coofant in
elecirical transformers because
of its "unique properiies’ and
because iis emissicn into the
environment could be confrolled
in a “closed sysiem" such as a
transformer. L}
There have been increasing
scientific reporis in receni,
years that PCB was being found
in flsh, birds, fruits and even, in
miniscule quantities, {n human
mothers’ milk. There {s
evidence that large doses af~l
fected the enzymcs, and {hus
i
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sex hormones, In certain
animals <
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