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FROM: T. G. Grumbles

DATE: September 13, 1990 . VlS IA
Intarofﬁge .
Communication SUBJT:

BENZENE, TOLUENE AND XYLENE EXPOSURE CONTROL PROGRAMS

Vista has benzene present at the Lake Charles Chemical and Lake
Charles LAB plant and the Baltimore plant. The Baltimore plant also
has toluene and Xylene present. Based on the presence of these
chemicals, exposure control programs and procedures are in-place to
contyol woyxkplace exposures. Below is a summary of those programs.
It should be noted that benzene use is strictly regulated by the
Envirommental Protection Agency and the Occupational Safety and

Health Administration. This regulatory control is enforced at a
State and Federal level.

Employee Training

Vista has developed a training program for Benzene that covers
general safety and health information on benzene and plant or
location specific safe handling and emergency procedures. Employees

are trained on an annual basis. The basic script for this program
is attached.

The hazards of toluene and xylene are covered in the plants general
hazard communication program.

Exposure Momitoring

Employee exposures to benzene are routinely monitored by personal
exposure measurements and fixed-point area continuous moenitoring.
The frequency of personal monitoring varies at each location but
exceeds OSHA monitoring requirements. A summary of benzene
exposures at the LCLAB and Baltimore plants is attached. Benzene is
a by-product of the ethylene production process at the LCCP. Due to
a major turnaround and construction project on this unit, it was not
possible to obtain routing exposure summary information. However,
the results from monitoring dome during the initial stages of the
turnaround are described in the attachment.

Toluene and xylene exposure data for Baltimore is also included in
the attachment.

The fixed-point area monitoring systems are used to measure ambient
concentrations of benzene throughout the plants. Monitoring results
are displayed in the contreol room and audible alarms set at specific
concentration levels to provide early leak detection and assure the
appropriate level of personal protective equipment is worn when
responding to leaks.




Exposure Contyols

Exposure controls consist of a combination of engineering controls,

personal protective equipment (respirator) use and administrative
procedures.

Exposure contrels include equipment specifications to minimize
fugitive emissions, closed process sewers, closed-loop sampling
systems and localized exhaust ventilation where feasible.

All plants have specific, detailed respiratory protection programs
specifying types of respirators to be used, conditions of use,
training, and fit-testing. For the most part, Vista plants do not
use air-purifying, negative pressure respirators for routine
exposure controls. Air-supplied, positive pressure respirators,
which provide a higher protection factor, are used in most routine
jobs requiring respiratory protection.

Administrative procedures include work practices and policies
dictating equipment preparation prior to opening, tank gauging,
product loading and storage, and procedures to be used for other

specific activities identified as having the potential for benzene
exposure,

In addition to the above items all employees routinely exposed to
benzene are provided the opportunity to take a multi-phasic physical
exam designed to give early detection of benzene exposure effects.
In the event of an emergency exposure, employees are required to
participate in a wurinalysis test that will help indicate if
significant exposure has occurred.

In summary, Vista has formal programs in-place to control and
monitor expaosures to benzene, toluene and xylene in our
manufacturing locations with the potential for exposures to these
chemicals, Exposure monitoring results indicate current workplace

exposure levels are well below applicable permissible exposure
limits.

o

T. G. Grumbles
dlj

cc: R. D. Gamblin, J. A. DeBernardi

i =+




BERZENE FXPOSURE DATA SUMMARIES
PERSONAL, FULL-SHIFT MEASUREMENTS

BALTIMORE LCLAB LCLAB
1950 1990 1989
(ppm) No. of No. of No. of
Concentration Measurements easurements Measurements
0-0.59 83 82 117
0.6-0.99 4 Q 0
1.0-5.0 3 0 1

LCCP benzene exposure measurements during recent ethylene unit
turnaround: of 200 measurements made only one exceeded 1.0 ppm at

1.07 ppm,.

All Baltimore toluene and Xylene exposure measurements in 1989 and
1990 to date are less than 0.3 ppm.
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Interoffice
Communication

TO: Distribution TGG: #L: ERT: M@H% RF
XF___ - -

FROM: T. G. Grumbles

DATE: September 14, 1990 V|S |A
SUBJ: CMA REGULATORY ADVOCACY SURVEY RESULTS

Several months ago CMA surveyed member companies to determine levels
of effort on regulatory advocacy, their opinion of CMA’s efforts,
and their recommendations for improvement of CMA’'s efforts. Vista
was one of 87 companies (50% of membership) that responded.

Attached is a summary of the survey results. Based on our survey
responses, we are similar to most companies in effort and opinion of
CMA's regulatory advocacy efforts.

“:T___/
\\\M
T. G. Grumbles

dlj

L1147

Attachment

Distribution: R. D. Gamblin, R. T. Ferrell, J. Ball, T. H.
Huffman, J. A. DeBernardi, W. L. McClain, M. S.
Reynolds

PLANT MANAGERS

R. W. Seymour-Aber, L. R. Bauer-Balt, G. D. Williams-Blane, J.

Pavac-Hmd, J. Friend-LCCP, J. W. Ware-LCLAB, R. A. Conrad-LCVCM, H.

D. Garrison-Okc, P. L. Foote-Prem, V. W. Weiss-Austin

M. G. Hayes-LCCP, D. Mahler-Balt, F. Jeanson-Aber
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SUMMARY OF THE
REGULATORY ADVOCACY SURVEY
OF MEMBER COMPANIES

Introduction: The Board Advocacy Group sent a survey to all
CMA member companies in April, 1990, to determine
the efforts of individual members on regulatory
advocacy, their opinions as to the quality of
regulatory advocacy efforts and their recommend-
ations for improvements. This is a brief
description of the survey results.

In all, 87 companies, or 50% of the membership,
completed the survey form. This is a fairly high
rate of return for surveys at CMA. A more detailed
account of the return by company size and by
questions will be provided to the companies
responding to the survey.

Level of Effort Several questions were designed to determine the
in Requlatory amount of effort CMA member companies expend on
Advocacy regulatory advocacy through CMA, on their own

and through other trade associations, professional
societies and coalitions.

o 90% of respondents indicated they are involved
in federal regqulatory advocacy.

0 Most. individuals involved in regqulatory
advocacy spend less than 20% of their time on
that effort.

o The number of individuals assigned and time
spent is directly proportional to company
size, but companies within a size group do not
contribute equally.

0 Member's efforts through CMA represented
more than 74% of all their advocacy.

0 Members spend the most efforts on issues in
the following order: Environmental, Health
and Safety, Distribution, and Energy.
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Effectiveness
and Quality of

Recommendat ions
for Improvements
in CMA's Advocacy
Efforts

Results:

Questions were designed to determine what the
members thought of our advocacy efforts when
compared to other groups and amongst issue areas,

o CMA members rank CMA's effectiveness better
than most trade associations, but not as
highly as they rank the advocacy efforts of
the environmental and citizen action groups.

] CMA members rank CMA advocacy better than that
of professional societies.

o Respondents noted that CMA's advocacy
effectiveness and advocacy communications is
almost equal in each issue area, except energy.

o Respondents were collectively ambivalent about
the progressiveness of CMA's advocacy with
respect to public expectations.

Members were asked several questions about ways CMA
could improve its regulatory advocacy efforts.
Specific areas asked about were priority setting,
emphasis on parts of the advocacy process, and
participation by smaller company members.

0 CMA should set its priorities based on overall
economic impact, and issues that set
precedents. Members agreed that committees
and task groups should set priorities.

o Members believe CMA should spend more time on
early issue identification, visits with agency
personnel, coordination with other interest
groups, communications with the members, and
better data collection capabilities.

0 Members recommended more meetings outside
D.C., more workshops, more coordination with
other trade associations, and participation
requirements as a way of obtaining better
input from member companies.
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