"new PVC technique announced...
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corrected through area monitoring and em-
ployees can be alerted so as to avoid areas of
unacceptable exposure. Personnel monitoring,
on the other hand, may possess advantages in
terms of assessing the potential exposure of
individual employees, but not necessarily actual
exposure. However, area monitoring, supple-
mented by personnel monitoring, can and
should serve both purposes provided good
recordkeeping practices are adopted. Coordi-
nation between the recordkeeping activities of
personnel and industrial hygiene functions is an
essential step if the linking of exposure read-
ings to individual employees is to be accom-

plished. The capability for carrying out this Y

linkage step and for correlating exposure to
health indices has been greatly enhanced by the
availability of modern data processing equip-
ment and systems,

The chemical division of B. F. Goodrich re-
cently revealed development of a new method
for removing vinyl chloride monomer from
general purpose polyvinyt chloride (PVC)
resin. This'will aid in meeting recent federal
standards for worker exposure to vinyl
chloride.

The new system is based on a continuous
stripping process and will be implemented in all
5 Goodrich PVC manufacturing plants by the
end of the year. The technology will be made
available to other PVC producers under
licensing agreements.

Cost of introducing the new process into
the plants was not revealed, but the conversion
will be included in the $42 million earmarked
for PVC compliance expenditures over the next
two or three years.

Development of sound animal toxicology,
good engineering and industrial hygiene pra. .
tices, and employee education are all funda-
mental to assuring a safe work environment.
Although the efforts required to conduct long-
term observational health studies are substan-
tial, concern for the health of our employees
will provide the impetus to take this further
step to validate occupational health standards.
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The new process produccs resins with
such’low residual VCM level that processors
and fabricators who use the resins probably
will not need to establish regulated areas under
the OSHA worker exposure standards.

Also, BFG said the process should aid in
rzducing VCM emissions from polyvinylchlo-
ride plants to a level that would be acceptable
with regulations being discussed by EPA.

The new process uses steam fed into .
bottom of a stripping column which collects
vinyl chloride from the PVC resin as it rises.
The columns are simple to operate, will in-
crease raw material efficiency and process a
wide range of resins.

Licensing agreements have been signed
with several outside PVC manufacturers at the
present time.
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