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In  August 1973 the attached le tte r  was directed to General Services Garage 
areas informing them of procedures in minimizing airborne asbestos in vehicle  
brake rebuilding and inspection operations. A study concerning asbestos ex­
posure of garage mechanics during brake lin in g  maintenance, conducted by Mt.
Sin ai School of Medicine in 1975» concluded that airborne fib er concentration 
frequently exceeded the current regulated lim its . I t  was found that asbestos 
fib e r s  blown into the atmosphere by a ir  b lasts used to clean brake parts was 
the major contributor, and that areas remote from the actual cleaning contained 
unacceptable asbestos le v e ls . These findings convinced NIGSH (National In s ti­
tute fo r  Occupational Safety and Health) to recently award a $130,060 contract 
to Mt. Sin ai to determine the health hazards associated with exposure to asbes­
tos in these operations. Concurrently a $6h,522 contract was le t  to Texas AScM 
Research Foundation to determine and document the co llectio n  e ffic ie n c y  of 
in d u stria l vacuum units and techniques for disposal of asbestos waste in  brake 
and clu tch  servicing in du stries.

In view of the previous resu lts and the ongoing studies, and previous Ford action  
in  th is  area (see Maintenance B ulletin  137 attached) garage areas within Car 
Engineering are reminded th at the exposure of employees to airborne asbestos 
should be lim ited by r e s tr ic tin g  the use or location  of air b last cleaning of 
brake parts or assemblies. In addition, a l l  garage areas are to plan for com­
p lete elim ination o f this practice and replacement by vacuum or other methods 
to elim inate airborne asbestos hazards. Future developments relatin g to the 
study w ill be transmitted upon receipt to a l l  affected operations.
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