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D e a r  M r . Sh ea:

Th e d e c isio n  a s  to th e p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f Eth y l C o r p or a t io n  in  th e 
fin an cin g o f th e a c t iv i t ie s o f th e Sou th ern  C a l i fo rn ia  A i r  P o llu t ion  
Fou n d at ion , h as to b e  con sid e r ed ., o r  so  i t  se e m s to m e , fr o m  th e 
a sp e c t , {1} o f E t h y l 's n eed  fo r  in fo r m at io n  on  th e p rob lem , i t se l f ,  . 
an d  cn  th e t e ch n ica l, m e d ica l an d  ad m in ist r a t iv e  (gover n m en tal) d eve lop -  
menfcs in  th e lo c a l  (C a lifo r n ia ) si t u a t io n , th rou gh w h ich , i f  Eth y l w er e  
n ot  fu l ly  ad v ise d , i t  m igh t  fin d  i t se l f  a t  a  d isad van t age ; an d  (2) o f the 
n eed  fo r  a  d e m o n st r a t io n , on E t h y l 's p a r t ,  o f i t s wil l in gn e ss to b e a r  
so m e  sh a r e  o f th e d i ff ic u l t ie s w ith  -wh ich  th e p e t ro le u m  in d u st r y  in  
C a l i fo r n ia  is  n ow  fa c e d , : -

Th e seco n d  p a r t  o f th e m a t t e r  i s  on e on  w h ich  m y  adv ice  w ou ld not 
se e m  to b e  r e q u ir e d , sin ce  you  an d  o t h e r s in. the Co r p o r a t io n  w ill be 
ab le  to a p p r a ise  i t s sign i f ican ce  b e t t e r  th an  I. Suffice  it  to sa y , fr o m  
m y  v iew p o in t , th at  th e t r o u b le  in  w h ich  th e in d u st ry  is  in vo lved  is  a 
r e a l  on e, an d  th at  it  w ill con t in u e to be se r io u s un t il so m e  sa t isfa c t o r y  
so lu t io n  i s  foun d fo r  i t . In th e p r e se n t  fr a m e  o f min d  o f m an y  in flu en t ia l 
c i i ise n s in  E o s A n ge le s, an d  on  th e b a s i s  o f cu r r e nt  op in ion s a s  to th e 
n at u r e  an d  sign i f ic a n c e  o f th e E o s A n ge le s sit u a t ion , th e p e t r o le u m  
in d u st r y  in  C a lifo r n ia  is  in  fo r  a  b ad  t im e . I  sh a ll  be su r p r ise d  if i t  is 
n et  su b je c t e d  to  g r e a t  e xp en se  an d  se r io u s d islo c a tio n  of i t s o p e r a t io n s.

A s to th e m a t t e r  o f E t h y l 's n eed  fo r  in fo r m at io n  on th e sign ifican ce  o f 
i t s con t r ib u t ion  to a i r  po llu t ion  in  E o s A n ge le s, I b e lie v e  I can  sa yt sa fe ly , 
th at  it  w ill n ot  be m e t  b y  th e Fou n d at ion . Th e la t te r  m ay  b e u se fu l  a s  a  
so u r c e  o f in fo r m at io n  on  th e lo c a l  sit u a t io n , bu t I even  doubt  t h at . VVe 
a l r e a d y  h ave  r e l ia b le  an d  e x t e n siv e  co n t ac t s in  th e a r e a ,  th rou gh  p r o ­
fe ssio n a l  an d u n iv e r si t y  peop le, an d  th rou gh  th e p re se n t  gr ou p  of in v e st i ­
g a t o r s of th e p r o b le m  w ith  w h om  ou r  p e r so n a l  an d  p ro fe ssio n a l  r e la t io n ­
sh ip s a r e  u n ifo r m ly  e xce l le n t  an d  u n t in ged  by  sp e c ia l  in t e r e st s o r  lo y a l t ie s. 
Eth y l p e r so n n e l in  th e a r e a ,  a s w e ll a s  in  D e t r o it  an d  Yo r k , a r e  w ell 
in form ed ', I  b e l ie v e , on  t ech n ica l m a t t e r s an d  on  th e in d u st r ia l  r e la t io n s 
sit u a t io n .
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In  v iew  o f r e ce n t  q u est ion s r a ise d  r a t h e r  aw k w ar d ly  an d  som ew h at  
n a iv e ly  b y  p eo p le  in  C a l i fo r n ia , I b e l ie v e  t h e r e  i s an  a lm o st  im m e d ia t e  
n eed  t o  in v e st iga t e  th e le a d  p r o b le m  t h e r e . I h av e  p r o p o se d  th at  we do 
t h at  o u r se lv e s an d  h ave in se r t e d  t h is i t e m  in  th e exp e r im e n t a l p r o g r am  
w h ich  E a r l  Bar th o lom ew  ask e d  m e  to ou t lin e . T h is, I m ay  say , can  be 
don e w ith ou t  c r e a t in g  an y n ew  issu e  of an y  k in d , sin c e  w e h ave th e m ean s 
an d  th e n eed  fo r  look in g in to th e L o s A n ge les p r o b le m  a s  p a r t  of a  
b r o a d e r  p r o g r a m  of in v e st iga t io n  in  w h ich  we a r e  engaged . Th e e xp en se  
o f th e a i r  sam p lin g p r o g r a m  sh ou ld  be b o r n e  by  Eth yl C o r p o r at io n , I 
th in k , an d  a t  th e sam e  t im e se m e  o th er  o b se r v a t io n s sh ou ld  b e m ad e  by  
s im i l a r  t ech n ica l m e an s to con t r ib u te  to ou r  ge n e r a l kn ow ledge o f th e 
sit u a t io n . You  m ay  th in k  it  w ise  t h at  t h is w ork  b e don e w ith  th e fu l l  
kn ow ledge of th e Fou n d at ion , w ith  i t s h e lp , in  c e r ta in  m a t t e r s, an d  w ith  
i t s f in an c ia l su p p o r t , r a t h e r  th an  t h at  of Eth y l C or p o r a t io n  d ir e c t ly . On 
th e o th e r  h an d, h ow ever , w e can  m ak e  t h e se  o b se r v a tio n s qu ie t ly  and 
sa t is fa c t o r i l y  a s  p a r t  of a  p r o g r a m  of in v e st iga t ion  b e in g p u r su e d  -un der a. 
g r an t  fr o m  th e U. S. P u b lic  H ealt h  Se r v ic e .

In. con n ect ion  w ith  the ge n e r a l p r o b le m  o f a i r  po llu t ion  a s it  r e la t e s to 
Ethyls.'s p o ten t ia l con t r ib u t ion  'of Xhad, an d in  sp e c i f ic  r e la t io n  to th is : 
m a t t e r  o f a  con t r ib u t ion  to. th e Fou n d at ion , I h ave r ecom m en d ed  expen ­
d i t u r e s of th e o r d e r  of m agn itu d e of $120,.000 to. $16.0 ,000 p e r  y e a r  fo r  
two y e a r s fo r  th e e xp e r im e n t a l  st u d y  o f t h is p r o b lem  in  th e F e t t e r in g  
■ Laboratory ..alon e,. {T h is is  in  th e m em or an d u m  to Bar th o lom ew  on  th e 
p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  n ew  d ev e lop m en t s in  th e u se  o f t e t rae t h y l  le ad  h'. m e t e r  
f u e l s . )  I  m en t ion  t h is b e cau se  it  se e m s p e r t in en t  to  co n sisie r  the o v e r a l l  
ju st i f ic a t io n  fo r  a con tr ibu t ion , to th e jfou ad at io i  cn  t h is h u ckgrot in d , !£ 
you  add to t h is the exp en d it u r es to o s m ad e by  th e D e t r o it  J.abo r  a. to r  i e s in  
th e in v e st iga t io n  of th e fa t e  o f le ad  in. th e m oto r-o rd aau st  sy st e m , th e 
p e r sp e c t iv e  w ill be st i l l  b r o a d e r .

I b e l ie v e  t h is r e p r e se n t s the p o sit io n , so  fa r  a s  I can  v isu a l ise  it . I am  
r e tu r n in g th e b r o ch u r e , sin ce  you m ay  w an t i t . '

■  «Sin cerely  y o u r s,.

M r . E . JL. Sh ea -  (2) - Ja n u a r y  30, 1954 -
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an d  i s  u n lik e ly  to  h ave an y  g r e a t  in flu en ce  on  p e o ple 's th in k in g. It 
se e m s u n lik e ly  th at  P r e sid e n t  Du B r id ge  o f C a lt e ck , o r  so m e  o f h is 
t ech n ica l p eop le  a r e  so  ign o r an t  t h at  th ey  d id  n ot  r e a l iz e  th e n eed  fo r  
f i l t e r in g  th e a i r  in  t h e ir  t e ch n ica l la b o r a t o r ie s to exclu d e  a t m o sp h e r ic  
le a d . It  i s  w e ll known  th at  le ad  fr o m  a  n u m b er  o f so u r c e s is  fou n d  
t h e r e in . vYe h ave  f i l t e r e d  th e a i r  in  o u r  sp e c t r o g ra p h ic  lab o r a t o r y  fo r  
th e p a st  12 to 15 y e a r s .
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