Y

/nﬁ;\ DANA CORPORATION - VICTOR PRODUCTS DIVISION

. Workshop on Substitutes for Asbestos
sussgcT Sponsored by EI_-’A(CPS_A a " OATE. Tuly 25, 1980

'INTRA-COMPANY COMMUNICATION

t© - Parker B. Fleld SRR "~ ce: 1. Shaner

Sheraton Nauohal Hotel
Arlington, .Virginta
JTuly 14 1980

Nine categorles of materials that used asbestos were dlscussed regarding
availabllity of subsntutes. .

_Frictlion Products - : - Exact substitutes not avallable
’ . technically,
. Gaskets arid Packlings o - Packings belng converted, Ca skets )
. have economic drawback. - Technically
fea_slble. -
. Plasties _ - Com;'erted.
Flooring . . =~ 15% of AT Is asbestos and Is being
-‘Converted,
Roofing - Asbestos out - glass fn. .
‘Pipeline Wrap - - .Subst.itutes available.
Teéxtiles -~ - | o - Subs}liutes avaliablg, but more costly.
" Sealants & Caulks . R - Not' a major problem, but adds to expense.
Asbestos - Cement sheet o -'Sub'stltutes'av,allable';. :
and pipe. N . .

From this descdptlon, it {5 apparent, everyone Is movlng away from asbestos
and nothlng said at sesslon will stop that trend.

The.depth of -_technlcal bagkgmund on the vatrious products was poor. As most of
- the presenters "pitched” rather than presented theLr products. A number of our
suppuers and competitors attended the sessions.  There were over 800 attendees

about half of which wera govemment regulators. .
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I was made aware of seve:al new raw materlals in the presentauons and
ordered samples of thase.

A round table dlscusslon on gaskets and packings was hsld and 30 people
attended. Again,.most were suppllers of some type of asbestos free raw
materials or product. H, & V., DuPont, Celanese, Unlon Carblde, Celotex,
Rogers Corporatlon, Vellumolid, Green Tweed and G.A.F. were present. I
bugged the dlrector of Research and Development at G.A.F. about thelr
performance, and I hope he got the message that they could not expect to
remain our domlnant supplier the ‘way they were going. For ‘the record, I
expressed the view that asbestos free materials were available for the )
majority of applications but that exceptions dld exist that had no known
technical solution and tlme. Three years would be requlred to resolve these

problem areas.

'rhe last day and a half of the program w-as devoted to the health aspect of the
asbestos substitutes. My concluslons are: )

Man made fibers are very safe. All non-flberous materials are

safe except for those found Lri natural areas highly contaminated
with asbestos. Fiberous materials found In nature are very sus-
pect due to contamination with asbestos and some very poor health
histories. Each type of natural fiber has to be analyzed on Its own.

This part of the meeting was technically the strongest, and the questioning .was.

grueling. In addition, the best heads in the U.S, particlpated. I was Iim-~
pressed with the output of these meetings, and feel much more comfortable
addresslng the health aspects of our products.

'l wlll discuss my recommendatlons for action at the Ianuary 24th staff meeting,

Attached Isa list of the speakers at the program.

John Zeitz-
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