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State close to réaching PCB ban

By JAMES V. HIGGINS
LANSING (UPY) — State
lawmekers now are only &
step away trom approving &
farreaching ban on
toxic Industria} chomicll
used In soma form by neal z
every Michigan resident an
found in harmful levels in
Great Lakes fish.
,  On & 320 vote with no de~
" bate Monday night, the Se-
nate approved e bl outlaw-
, ing most uses of the chemi-
cal in Michigan and returned
the measuis to the Housse,
" where quick action is -

pnloi from anvir
tafists. Bome busi in-

nents

terests, defeated in sttempte
to soften the bllll offects,
said they could “live with*
the measure.

it outiews sale, manufac-
ture and use of any item con-
taining more than 100 parts
per miltion of PCB by Jan. 1,
1978. The Department of
Natural Resources couks ex-
tond the ban if it were deter-
mined that sven those smail
quantities are snvironmen-

tally harmful,
lndumv wldoly uses us|c

pected on minor 8
, amendments,

, Leglslativa action on tm
bill brought sbout sn un-
ususl truce betwesn busi-

nyduullc machinery and

heat transfer fiuids, and it is

contained in paints, var-

nishes and a wide varisty of
Hema.

ness and ine
' tarests, spurred by warnings
from state heaith and wiidiite
officiais that a "very real”
threat {0 human heaith ls
found In growing environ-
menta! concentrations of
PCB

The strong form of the bilf
approved by the Senate drew

Those uses — described
as the most environmentally
threatening by DNR
blologists —would fall under
the 1978 ban, in most cases,
officisle said, substitutes are
avallable,

PCBs aiso are widely used,
in sealed omoo-

tiny 8 in tel
and ﬂuornccnl lighting to
tens of thousands of farge
capacitors esch containing
gailons of PCB used In
farge-scaie slectricat
generating equipment,

The DNR is aliowed to set
up a timetabile for gradually
phasing out such uses when

‘substitutes become availa-

ble. Attempts by utiiity com-
panies to &m?;’n -u'?umm :
sesledt uses of PCB for the :
Iite of the component were
defeated In committes.

Although costs 10 busi-
nses In replacing PC8.
containing items were fisted
In millions of dollars, DNR
Director Howard Tanner said
the pressnce of the chemical
in virtuaily all Great Lakes fi h
tested has devastated com-
mercial and sport fishing on
the iskes, formerly & multi-
million dollar business.

PCB has been linked to
deaths of fish end animais
that eat them. A DNR repont
issued last week uld m

Lake Superior Lake
eotmin pohntlmy Mnmul
levels of toxic materisls, in-

- e -

) oludinn mercury, DOT and

Follvwinp the report, state

, heaith director Maurice

advised  Lake
Superior shoreline residents

. against using lake trout as a

major diet source.

DNR biologist John Hesse
said that, it ail Great Lakes
states ban use of PCB, cur-
rently harmtul levels would
begin to subside within five
ysars. 5o far, Indiana has lo-

- proved such s ban, S
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