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Meeting held at Haskell Laboratory N
Industrizl Medicine, Octoder 25, 195€. e ;
Pressnt: LT
o / .J
C. 4. DiAlenzz, M.D. - Medical Directer Wyt
J. . Zzzn, M.D. - Assistant Medlcal Direct 7
. A, 2237, Jo. - Directer, Hzskell Lzt Lo L n ,
c. W, Clzyten, Jr. - Assistant Dicezcter, Hzskell Labc:a::ry e
w. E. Nesid, Jr., N.D. - Nedical Director, Chamtess Wosisme==m>
A L. Linech - Mznzger, Industricl Hygiene Laboratory
S, Psll - Ripsctatisticlan, Medical Division
w, =, Zzne - Desizn Divisicn, Znzineering Department
3. J. Sz:czps, M.D. - Cnief, Zaysiclcogy Ssetlion, Hzskell Latcorztory
C. F. Rsinnard:, M.D. - Physiolcgist, Heskeil Latcratory
Statemsnt &f Frotlem:
Astestes has been recognized fcr many years ¢ cause 2
thest Zisease czlled asbestosis. This is & fibrosis ¢f the lunz
§§§ is zsscelated with severzl years' exposure (¢ asrtestcs
Jiters 23 gqoncentraztions atove the Tnresheold Limit Valiue of
Smillion particles per cubic foot. More recently (within the
Past 10 years) an associaticn between asbestcs expesure and
t&rge» has beccome apparent., Thails assoclation shows itsell in
tnrse WZVS, One, persons with estatlished asbestcsis have a1

P87 cent comp ared with 2 rate of 1.32 per. centfb‘ pers:cns suffer-
he frcn sil:cosis. Two, persons net suffering from astestosis
s s have & history of exposure to 2sbestos show a tenfold

~1c“e“=e in the incidence of cancer of the respiratcry system,
a!‘ee, anon, the persons developing cancer who have “ae“ 2XDCs

Y0 zsoes zes, 2 small number show a type of tumor wnlich is very

Tere in the general popu‘at‘on. In cases showing this tumer,

the occupasional history of the persca hzs almest always revezls
Pericd of exposure to asbestos.

Tne asscclation of cancer with asbestos is of speclal
‘Oncern at this time because of the lack of data upen waleh o
2%e a safe dust concentraticn and the very long incubation
pe“1cd between the initial exposure and the development of
S3ncepr, This time interval varies from 15 to 45 years,
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s of Present Study:

1.

Assess the risk to the health of employees fro
ashestos within the Du Pont Comzany.

Exa-ine =he handling procedures Iov zestestes freom
an induserial nygiene viewpolint arnc prascride
safer procedures where indlcated.
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Txarmine records of astesics workers ané ceompele
thes witn records of 2 nen-2stestos gxpgcsad ceonIrc:t
group to assess pessitlie hazard cf warking wit

as®t

Deveicp & smoring and respiratery functilion y
cuegticnngire {or use &s & wsutine in &ll plante as
part ¢l the pericdic hezl:in examinzticn for il
personnel.

Davelsy pulmonary funation tests for rousine azzlili-
cacion during annael pnysical examinaticr.

Items & and 5 will be of generzl valiue in the medical
grograms of the Company wi<h special relevance to the
asbestos study.
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Irslementatlion ¢l the prcgram to te through & WOIKing party
~n nezitn and asbestos. Sugzested mere-up of werking party:
ediszl Degzriment: - G. J. Stcrpps, Pnysieclan

- §. Pell, Biostatistlclen
zngineering Department:
Enginszering Service Division - J. L. Parsons
¢» his representatlive
Design Divisoon - W, HE. Zane
Szlety - K., E. Keuper
SmEzmiETs wWirAs:
t-s:sTrizl Eyglene Lat. - £. L. Linch
Toniing
I- tg znticipated ThaT The WOTHLRE party will be enzzgsd in
-ms a=>lesticon of dzte cn astestics dust 2t & numter ¢l Comgeany
Loaz-isns and Lo esorslating mazitn reccrde with the duralien cf
ins exzosure,  Tnlis will reguire funcding wnleh 2&n ntt 32
frecissly feorecast at shis Time tut would almost certainly te
2slsw tm2 cost cf losing one taird-parcy s.it Trought ©Y & wols-
m3n eclalimling pulmcnary Gisabilizy due tc unszle WOTKINE ccnil-
st--c. mma more important Justificatlion fcr a pregras such &s
smz- eu=lined atcve is the Company's tradicicnal concern 27T tns
safety of 4ts employees. It has Seen shown that SCIié WIrKers
with zetestcs have &n increzsed risk of dying of cancer. it s
3% <he LtmosT importance to discover wnesner uader the conll-
Tions existing within Du Foat piants thas is true e ¢ur
erpisyees whe handle astestcs.

This project is in the gensral interest ef the Company &nd
dllects many operating depariments, thue funding should nct t&
lsrne ty & single operating depzriment,

Zerztien cf Study:

ma pe of value medical tmformation on those Working with
astesess must be kept current TF & ammual review., Tne inlili.
tomrelasion of existing records with exposure data weuld
Proka®ly require about 30 days of full-time work by the btic-
Statistician and the physician once tne records were identilled
and collected in one place. These 30 days would protably be
bread over a period of about four months. Dust sampling is
impossicle to forecast at this time since the sccpe cf the
Program must De defined by vhe working party. Wnen the DTozram
% working, & few days of work per year should keep the mediczl
‘Nformation updated.
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& 4 memorandus with the adove title waz prepared L0 esrly
Preater~ 1566 reporting the dlscuss.ons held at Haskell
orazory on October 25. '

Certa'ln of the pooposcls made at that meeting 2 dDeifg
gE-ied out By e Engineering Depertaent, bub in general the
Mica) mecomzendations have not been (xpledented,

B A suwvey of plant physicians by letter sugsests that &% 2
Ut we do oot have an epidenic of respiratory disesse amoNng .
Mbte w.th &0 ODVIOUS &XpOsLle to asbestos, dut I regard whls :«2
B orly useful prelimlnary {nformasion = not the end of e .
Wrestigation, Thars are four reasons why the proposals made X

B the meaorandum should be implemented, y

1. The data developsd $0 date 18 sugzestive dut not .
conelusive, gnd doth froa the humanitarian and |
legal poincs of view the data must De ooanvineing
aot oaly to ourselves but 1f necessary %0 & e |
court of law, Ve must de able %0 deaonsirate \
that not only 46 we aot have & bealsh problem due ? zt
to asbestos, Wus that the research pethodls used
wers Such that & problem would Bave been uacovered . Y,

4L it exissed.

2. The loag "fncubation period” that may exist between
asbestos exposure &nd the development of ecancer
sequires that we focus our attention on the ,_

c exposures Sesurring €0 esployees 1n the period {

9 1$22-1952. At that period the number of employees

was szalles (1930, 37,000 eaployees; 1530, 53,000

2 exployees; 1950, 80,000 eaployees) and the potential
expos.re may have been much less.
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S« DBecause of Point 2 above, 1t s reasonalle to
postulate that dus to the increass in the use of
88de3tos and the size of the population at >risk
that it will be in the Jears ahead that ghe

pProdlex will develop rather than necessarily boihg
pPrssent at this time,

4, If we ean dedoastrate that st presest there 13 no
wadue incidence eof careincaa due to &sdestos, this
will be very Eratifying; dut it does not Bean thas
the study should end, It will be important to
sontinue monitoring the eposed populations and g
SLtable control group, to see whether (because of

L

Point 3) an cocupationsl disease develops at a
dater date,

If we considered the points made ac the meetin;

» ag ina Octeober
P valid, then they recaln valid today and we should put thex
FH+0 operziion subject lways to modification in the light of
Fiher (nforeation,

ORIGINAL SIGNED By
G. J. STOPPS
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