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Briceland, Dlinois EPA chief,
opposes ban on PCB chemicals

SPRINGFIELD, Ili. (AP) -Illinois’ top
environmental official says he does not
favor passing a law to ocontrol use of
PCBs, chemicals which some experts
claim are threatening wildlife and human
health,

“These (claims) are very scary to me. -
.but on the other hand some drastic ac-
tions can become counterproductive,”
Richard H. Briceland, director of the
state Environmental Pmiedion Agency,
said Tuesday.

Briceland said a ban on PCBs could
force use of substitute chemicals that are
evenworse.

**The health reiated data (on the effects
of PCBS) is very questionable, the impad
is very questionable,”” he said.

Briceland’s comments came in
testimony before the House Committee on
Eavironment. Energy and Naturai
Resources, which is considering legisla-
tion to curtail severely the amount of
PCBs in commercia! products.

PCBs became a focus of \wr'd com‘em
in 1963 when more "nn
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’ (hm the existing svstem (of state
. regulatiom).”

PCBs or palychiorinated biphenyis, are

as paints, inks. electric transformers,
flourescent lights, air conditioners and
other electrical equipment.

Karl E. Bremer, a regional official of
the US. EPA, told the committee that
medical recorcs show cases of skin le-
sions and irritation among warkers in-
volved in manufacturing PCBs.

In the Japanese incident skin pigmenta-
tion problems, lesions, eye discharges,
miscarriages and stillbirths resuited, said
Bremer.

He said that in the United States. PCBs
have been manufactured by a single pro-
ducero the Monsanl_Chemicsl Co. The
firm now limits PCB sales to use ta closed
electrical systems and plans to phase out
its sales depending on lhe avaxlablmy of
alternative fluids, he sa:

St Bre-rer spie "lcn: have been
rtac for other

chubs exceed the (U. s.) Food and Drug
Administration’s temporary tolerance
level of five parts per million,” said
Bremer. “These concentrations have not
decreased since 1972."

James D. Griffith, repretion called PCB
Gone, loid the committee that “Lake
Michigan, the many small lakes of Ii-
linois, every fisherman and every person
who has fish as a part of his diet is
threatened by PCBs.”"

Griffith said Indiana and Michigan
already have enacted tegislation controil-
ing PCBs, and such laws are pending in
Wisconsin and Minnesota,

“It is, ladies and gentiemen, an
emergency,” said Gritfith. “lltinois is a
little behind these other states, and I hope
{the 1aw) will be enacted this session.”

But Briceland said state officials have
never been given a satisfactory expiana-
tion of why the FDA set its tolerance level
for PCBs at five parts per million in fish.
The FDA acted “very arbitrarily,”he
said.

Bnceland said the sta‘e “PA has found
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