¥r. S, M. %e8gner . Los-Angeles

Carl Abell Los Angeles

Death of Sl allegsd lead December 21, 1944
poisoning from drinking ethyl fluid,

iear ¥r. Wagnsr

In liﬁs with ¥r. 0. B, Lewis's request of Dec. 13,
i have investigated this matter, andhave the following to report :

” truck driver, died in the fenersl Hospital,
Los Ange ov. 27, 1344, of what appeared to be acute lead
roisoning. I have seen:the hospital's record of his illness and
death, the police report covering the case, and the entire file
on his case in the coroner's offéce. They are not entirely in
agreement.

The hospitel record opens with the statement that he had
taken a mouthful of comcentrated tetraethyl lead from a bottle
which he found in e drawer at the service station at 3800 East
Olympio Blvd., Los Angeles, when he opened the station at about
8 a.me On Kove 27. It was & whiskey bottle, so he believed he was
taking ad rink of liquor. {He was unebls %o read English). He
said it tested bed, and made him sick st his stomach, which contin-
uved. The hospitsl record also noted a condition of violent diorrhes.

A later note by one of the doctors stated that e bottle
of Nu-powsr had been found near him, which amppeared to be slightly
less then full. It also commented that the station operator had
had a whiskey bottle containing Ethyl Gasoline in the station, but
that he reported he was unsble to find this later in the day.

Death ococurred at 8:30 pem. of that same day. The reason
given in the hospital rscords was "acute lead poisoning?

3800 Fast Olympio Blvd. is the address of a large super-
service station opersted by Albert Manookian. I am gquite familier
with the stetion, as it has been dealing 100% in Assoocipted
products (Now Tidewater) as far baok ms I can remember. I bought
gesoline thers quite frequently through the years as far bmok as
1931, end has been under the azame menasgement all that time. There.
do not eppeer to be eny living quarters on the premises, but Aroff
hes given this as his home address on a number of previous occasions
when he wes in the (General Hospitel. They have four sheets in the
hospital record of his last illness, but the file covering his
previous stays in the hospital is about three guarters of an inch
thiek. He was without femily, and elweys gave ¥enookian's name as
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His closest frisnd.

At the Coroner's office I was shown the entire file on the
case, which lmsluded the police report and the report of. the
autopsy surgeon. ‘

The police report noted that - was found suffering at
8:10 a.m',‘am wes sent to the Georgia St. Receiving Hospital in
' : “alice Stetion ambulence immedimtely. Aecording te
this ) ' taken & ;wallow from a bottle of " u-?awar Pep".

: Copy of the sutopsy surgaanfs report is attached. Thére
was no record of any chemicel analysis in comnection with the
auhopey. Recsipt for the body wes signed by ¥enookian,

Throughout the hospital and the coronerts records, there
appeared 1o be a confusion in the spelling af the men's neme.
Tt was written es Aroff on ‘beth the "oliee ‘and the, hespitel
rﬁcords, but was filed as ind we hed difficulty locating
the file. It was also written ss gl in the coroner's office,
but chenged to Creff. T

I drove down to the station to look around, but 4id not
int erview the manager on this subject. As I aprroached thes tation,
x:d toedel, ity seles supervisor of Tidewatsr, and Hr. funkel,
**anager oft helr Vernon digtributing; plant, were Just driving
out. 1 stopped them, eand discussed it with them. Xunkel was
familiar with thé imcident throu evious cenversations with , i
iancokian. the latter bad: visit fot the hospital the day i
of his death, Apperently % 52 neavy qri'l%:er, and had asked
Hanookian for a bottle of whiskey, which had not heen forthooming.

¥ancokian is reparded very highly by Tidowater. They report
thszt his conduet during the rationing period, and et all previous
f'i'nes, has been excent% anally clesn, They know of ocases when he !
has been offered trucklecads of . thyl Gascline by drivers for :
;ncep&nden’c ccmpanies, endhas turned them down.

I wvant intc the station leter and bought gasoline. The
attendant regretted that thers was no Ethyl Cassoline avellable,
so I bought five gallond of regular. Went into the station house,
ostensibly to phens the office; but sctually to see what wes on the
shelves, which I had smple time to do, as there was another party
ueing the telephons. There was shaolutely nothing questionable in
sight - not even Ra-pPower.

I believe. but could not prove, that what W irank was =
\ Ethyl Fluid. I suspect that Msnookian had a small bottle, probably :
a flat whiskey bottle, of the fluid on hend for his ozn use, as
there is no evidence to dete that he was peddling it. I doubt if
‘he would peddle it. It appears to me that he disposed of it as
soon es he knew of NP illness, to prevent becoming involved
in eny consequences of his frienmd{s death.

Should eny addiditonel information be desired, I w%ill be N
glad to carry the investigetion further.
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File No. 17,448

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CORON:R

I performed an autopsy on Sam - male, age 45, on 11-
29-44 at the LOs _Angeles County Coroner's lortuary, end found
the 1mmediate cause of desth : Acute Lead Poisoning.

Due to ngestian of tatraethyl lead solution.

Exemipnation :

The lungs are practically consolidated from intense
hypostatic congestion. The heart is normal in size and appearance
and the coronaries are thickened, the right to the point. ofy
occlusion. The morta shows slight atheroma. The liver is extra
lerge, firm to hardness in consistency, pinkish yellow in/golor.
The kidneys are swollen on cut section, the surface appears
granular and structural characteristics of cortex and medulla
are gone. The stomech mucosa appears dark drahiinweolor.gﬂ
" :

{Signed )~ Frank R. %ebhgfgfyﬁ. i .,
Chief Autopsy Surgeon.  ; / W

KE £016950

N20927.01




