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The attached bulletin is the latest information on the hair dryer
situation. Basically, the CPSC has made a preliminary determination that a
hazard may exist and is conducting a public information program. Most of the
manufacturers are voluntarily moving to stop manufacture of such dryers and
offering to replace at least the part containing the asbestos insulation. The
situation is well described in the CPSC's own words:

"The inclusion of a hair dryer model on this 1ist does not
represent a determination by the Commission of whether the
model presents a health hazard. In the exercise of its statutory
duty to inform consumers, the Comnission is notifying the

- public of which models are believed to contain asbestos. In

that way, consumers will be assisted in making decisions, as to
their own actions, while further testing is proceeding to deter-
mine the nature of any attendant hazard that may be present.
The Commission also notes that the information on this Tist was
supplied by the manufacturers and private labelers of the dryers
and has not been independently verified by the Commission or its
staff." (Emphasis added)

The technical information that we have seen shows that the asbestos
levels present from dryer use are far below the levels that can be measured
by the OSHA procedures for occupational exposure. The dryers are also used
only a few minutes at a time so average exposures would be even lower. The
NIOSH testing upon which the CPSC s planning to make a final decision is now
expected to be completed in August.

In specific response to the Tomoe question, I do not see any dryers
manufactured in Japan with resin compounded with asbestos that are affected.
The closet approach to this would appear to be a couple of Clairol models that
use a "resin impregnated asbestos-based paper as a decorative element in the
intake airstream, but not the heated airstream."

H B Nt

HBR:dal H. B. Rhodes
Attachment
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
AREA OFFICE ADDRESSES AND STATES REPRESENTED

ATLANTA AREA DFFICE

1330 West Peachtiree Street, N.W

Alianta, Georgia 36309

4D4-881-2201

{Ala . Fla., Ga. Ky, Miss., N.C,SC, Tenn}

BOSTON AREA OFFICE

100 Summer Street, 16tn Floor, Rm. 1607
Boston, Maessachuselts 02110
617-223-5576

{Conn., Mass., Me, H.H., R, vt}

CHICAGO AREA UFFICE

230 South Dearnora Street, Rrn. 2945
Chicago, lhnots 60604

312-353-8250

(M., Ing.)

CLEVELAND AREA QFFICE
Piaza 9 Budding. Suite 520
55 Eneview Piaza, 5th Floor
Clevseland, Oh:o 44114
216-522-2888

{M:ch,, Ohue)

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, 3300

DALLAS AREA OFFICE

Room 1C10, 1100 Commerce Straet
Dailas. Texas 75242

214-749-3471

(Ark, La., WM., Okla, Tex)

DENVER AREA OFFICE

Guaranty Bank Building, Suite 938
817 17th Sirpet .

Danver, Colorado 80202
303-837-2904

(Colo.. Mont., N.D., 5.0, Ut Wyo} .

KANSAS AREA OFFICE

Traders Nationsl Bank Building. Suite 1500
1125 Grang Avenue

Kensas City, Missouri 64106

B16-374-2004

{la.. Kan.. Mo, Nebr.}

LOS ANGELES AREA OFFICE
3660 Wilshite Boulevard, Suite 1100
Las Angeles, Calitarmia $0010
2136057272

(Artz., So Csl}

NEW YORK AREA OFFICE
6 World Trage Center
Vesey Street, 6th Floor
New York, New York 10048
212-264-1125

(NJ.NY, PR, V.L)

U.S, CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

UCC 004797

PHILADELPHIA AREA OFFICE
400 Markel Street, 10th Floor
Phitadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106
215-597-9105

{Dei, D.C.. Md., Pa., Va.. W Vn)

SAN FRANCISCO AREA OFFICE
100 Pine Street, Suite 50C

San Francisco, California 941114
415-556-1816

{Hi., Nev., No. Cal)

SEATTLE AREA OFFICE
3240 Fegeral Buildimg

915 Second Avenue
Seattie, Washington 98174
205-442-.5276

{Alas , I1da., QOre., Wash}

TWIN CITIEG AREA OFFICE
Meatro Snuare, Suite 580

Tth & Robwrt

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101
6127257781

{Minn,, Wis )

FIRST-CLASS MAIL
POSTAGE & FEES PAID
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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