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February 6, 2019

Dear Leila,

America’s energy industry is delivering record volumes of the natural gas and oil needed to power and 
support a modern economy, producing more than anywhere else in the world. Global demand just 
reached 100 million barrels per day, and it’s no secret that the U.S. shale revolution is the reason this 
demand is being met.

And the only thing more impressive than the innovation that has gone into achieving this record is that 
we have done so while leading the world in the reduction of emissions.

The increased use of natural gas to fuel power generation is the number one reason U.S. CO2 
emissions have reached their lowest level in a generation, even while CO2 emissions around the globe 
have risen 50 percent since 1990. This efficient, affordable energy is also an essential partner to 
intermittent renewables like wind and solar in electricity generation, providing a stable energy source 
that can be dispatched 24/7 and is flexible enough to follow changes in the supply and demand - even 
when the wind doesn’t blow or the sun doesn’t shine. As the United States’ leading energy source for 
generating electricity, natural gas generation has improved the stability and balance of our nation’s 
power system.

Building a better future takes energy, and that’s why the U.S. natural gas and oil industry has invested 
more than any other industry sector in zero- and low-emissions technologies since 2000 - to deliver the 
affordable and reliable energy Americans need while protecting the environment and the health of our 
communities.

Mike Sommers
President & CEO
API

Working for a Cleaner Tomorrow

Every day, America’s Generation Energy is 
advancing work that many thought to be 
impossible in order to make our world cleaner, 
safer and more productive. Learn more about
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the natural gas and oil industry’s commitment 
to improve its environmental performance and 
accelerate society’s climate goals while 
producing the energy required by a modern 
economy.

Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date

To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related 
news, there is no better place to check than 
the Energy Tomorrow Blog.

About API:

API is the only national trade association representing all facets of the oil and natural gas 
industry, which supports 10.3 million U.S. jobs and nearly 8 percent of the U.S. economy. API’s 

more than 600 members include large integrated companies, as well as exploration and 
production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and marine businesses, and service and supply firms. 
They provide most of the nation’s energy and are backed by a growing grassroots movement 

of more than 40 million Americans.

To learn more about API and the value of oil and natural gas, please visit API.org.
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