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Tripartite advisory task force also to be formed

Ottawa lends support to asbestos data centre
This week the Canadian Asbestos Information Centre will 
official!;, begin operations at its Montreal headquarters. 
Its establishment is the result of a decision made earlier 
this year by the two founding organizations - the fnstitut 
de medecine du travail e: de i’environnetne -11 Institute of 
Occupational and Environmental HeaJtn). and the 
Instnut de recherche et de de'-eiocpemeni sur I'atniame 
t!'t>iiru'.e for Research and Development ert Asfeesto.-) - 
to combine thc.r resources, exrcner.cc and knowledge to 
crea e a c;.v.:ui -ource m tni'ermai:.;n or. asbestos.

The federal government hasjc-irtrj 'hese ts.j institutes 
in .uppertrg the Mbe-.tcs Infcrru'toa Centre, in
Montreal .ast vees. at the 'AorlJ $v m post cm on 
Ascestos. Herb Cray, federal Minister of Industry. Trade 
ar.d Commerce (also responsible for Regional Economic 
Expansion) informed delegates :ha: Ottawa is contribut­
ing 5-mXj.C-CQ toward the establishment of the Centre 
which, in addition to its Montreal office and medical 
library, will also have an Ottawa office. iFor coverage of 
tne Symposium, see Speeiai Report, pp 3.4).

Besides serving as a reference, documentation and 
information distribution centre, the agency also aims to 
promote the safe use of asbestos. It is also responsible for 
promoting adherence to -afety standards and practices in 
asbestos mining, processing, product manufacturing, and 
use. Accordingly, it has a dual role to play, encouraging 
the use of the safest methods and processes while 
simultaneously ensuring that users comply with proposed 
standard practices.

In its role as a collector and distributor of up-to-date, 
wide-ranging technical and scientific information on 
asbestos-related matters, the Centre seeks to ensure that 
ail interested parties - workers, users, governments and

the general public - receive this information. In addition, 
it gives special consideration to countries w hich have not 
yet adopted standards and regulations for the safe use of 
asbestos.

The Centre is located at 1130 Sherbrooke St W. Suite 
410. Montreal H3A 2MS: 514. 8-14-3956.

Herb Gray followed up has announcement of federal 
fur.Ji.'tg far A>be-.io> Ihfc-Tnat on Centre w i:h another
one cr. tr.e era ■.ttos of a CotisusUtive Task Forte or. the 
Asbestos !n:u;try. Composed of rerra'-er.tati’.et iron 
industry, labor arc a;■■■ arrmer.t. tne task force >";! help 
the government rtcitr.-.ze and re pond to current ar.d 
future lectoral pro-otems and o-pportunic.es. Gray 
explained.

Royal Cnmmi'sicn hearings resume
In Toronto, meanwhile, hearings of the Roy al Commis­

sion on Asbestos have resumed and w>il be continued 
through June, with testimony to be presented on 
standard-setting, enforcement, impiemeniation and 
workers' compensation. Among the witnesses ar.d parties 
with standing scheduled to make presentations and give 
testimony are Robert Sass, Saskatchew an Associate 
Deputy Minister of Labor and director of the Depart­
ment's Occupational Health and Safety Branch: Robert 
Wilson, director of Ontario Hydro’s safety and health 
division ^both on June 15); and Dr Paul Kotin, former 
vice-president of health, safety and environment for 
Johns-Manville in the U.S. (June 23). Others will appear 
at the hearings on a to-be-announced basis; further 
information on the schedule can be obtained after June 1 
bv calling Linda Kahn at the Commission office, 
416/965-1885.
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