** e " “Jacksonville, Florida
o July 30, 1948

“kre ¥. A. Taylor
Mr, Le (¢4 Jones

L - 'Dr, Re As Kehoo

; ., Kre Se £. Locher

: ” i “r’ do ;s::c Ball

§ 'Gentlemen.

- Attached hereto is a 31‘::u:1c.u¢.1 report of my interview with lir,

. Lo 8¢ ¥illiams of Tank Cleansrs, inc. In this report there

: X 15 no comment as to the arzter’a pergonal opinions, nor shall

oo I attem;t to make anye I wish to make my position rle%r to all

i 'concanuQ. o

' Lre Fo ¥, jlercer was employed by me and Ie 'le lie Jordan, I
consider nhim onae of my closest persenal friends. Both Lr. Jordean
and I have a high regard for him and his insesrity in both an

4 of ficial Lupaclty and pars sonallys He will, undoub*edly have
; comients to nmake rersarding the attached report .

T trust thht ievbru. %ercer, Taylor, and Baldwin as well as the
meubers of the sedlexl Uepartment will understan i that I an aeting
diuﬁl" as & reporter and interviewsr, ihe appral igal of the raerort
atbtached hereto should be enuirely out of ‘my hends, and I huve
only an academice interest in it to the extent that 1 was raguasted
to muka it snd have made it in accordance with the statements that
were given to ne by the parties interviewed.

If thore is any furth ar action required on the part of the
parsonnel of the Southern Hejion or me, please advisce and we
shall, of course, cooperate in overy way poss*ble.
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| PANK CLEANING ACCIDEHT
WliiEHGTON, K. Co

ce: Hewlvork Safety (2

: . iltr. u. Ag Keh% %
L Fre Hie 2. Taylor(2
. Kire Jie Le dJordan{l)
~ Southern Regloen (2)

Gn July 2 th Hre He L Jordaa and I iuterviﬁwgu My Le B ¥ *lkiams,

Gengral Manager of Tank uleanhru, Inc, anu, noaceoy é ance with

'thv qaest¢ons given us by the New York 3 fctv Lepartment and Ly

tha uew Iork Legal Deaartvcn‘ we rocgeived the follow sing informi-
tis,an & 1”02,; h?u:-i.

M, williang advised that doe idiier, congtruckion foresan lJor

the rure ULl Lompany, Chicage, culied him &F;Iﬁ:it bely two wesks
before the tank cleaning to ¢ ants For the cleaning of
those nunlio, At dhat tile e illier ex “rnghu‘Lﬁ: Jordnion “wt
those ware fuel tunko. Ay i S worh woi ndde
betueon we Diller and . Lo Dl Liladens, Jobildeution of tbe
gleoning is suprosed to lave buen suenb by fw, o, o, Villianms,

Ter: ;nax Super LnteAncﬁt o the Gape Pear Terminels, The conuruct
botween Tullk O cageﬁs, Auw. Lite GhO ure Cil sompany was si;ned by
e s:a nilliaus of bthe Jhdcsmo GIfied of Ghe o wg ULL Songunye.  The

Fure CGLil dompany Jiil ray the billi,

+

Fure GLil Conpany of Chicago ragdx“bu Tank u*euav:u, Inc, to valie cut
an owmerts protbct1Vﬁ policy in the nwawxe of Che sure ULl Compeny
and the uapa Fear Terminal comﬂnny. The preémium was paid by the
Fure Uil Company. The poliey was written in the amount of 120,000
and wg pliaced vith the fravelers insurance U REEY - Thc broker
handl“n the policy was Stoekion, Whatley, dqv*n & Sompany, Bay
i Leura Streebs, dJacksonvillia, rlorida. In addition to {nio
po,*cy Tan? Cleaners, Inc. hus & policy dita tihe Seal Gporators
'"unl*y capany of lUreensburg, rennsyivania.

‘This pol;c" is 1n tha amount of $)ﬂ 000 for 4 dividuul and L100,000
for wtwo or movs individualg, It amso was pluced thirough Stocl ton
whutley, Davin & o umuanj. The locel adJuste Jor the Coal urvrators
baaua.t.t}' Cumpany is iir. ,}wuaz:. azz;.‘t'..., Hnag er for umaﬁrd &
Counpany, 617 Wear adaus 3treet, Jacksoavi floridae An of the
yrasunt w"zting. no clain haa baen £iled sin»e all insurance cone
panics are awalting the final setilement and aceounting ol the
case befbre making any paymant,
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T O AUG 20 Ll » .i.“)l'.}{)g LB HLLILCCYS &a.(& & «tl}}q bEA B33 3L Qe 4n LoLilowsns

Jo He doppodge, frecidente s soppedre alBe owng Lho
Giogel Corpora Lirm, &. :mep-—sa Lowing eomsanyy and tho
Je hie wopuedTe COnoLIuUCLLON UCIIDARNY.

.

Froe JamMa e oCpnadge ias Vice ‘**e.gida*m.

Yire e le Feley iz Segretary and "‘mmsumr. Fire Meloy
is an attoracy aul acits as ‘t 1w attorney or t‘.‘ru_z CONLENY o
His address io 2.53. Graham Building, éacksmv iie, Florido

3y > = 2T g K g Y o . . . )

Fre lee Le dllienc in manapor and ownn 255 of the stogk
£ e o ' .

of the comninye

LEATE ¢ ::,n e the Gune Fear Torming s, as far ag ve ean »;uam“-&:s:;:z,
;". lﬁu “ e hande of the iu**dai. sompany of Chiecaron. Yo are
unnzle t,w btzain any Lnformabion **{:fmzru,;.zw tiie owmersihip of the
Sureling i nee it io under lease Lo tho ?ut'«zﬁ;.g, 0t
BONY 1un .J}k:’:;t; ALy be obtained fron elther the

N ':, L0 o : e
DY GRS s ;

s £y, K y Edgy - . ‘ - .1 .
pu:’u Loolmpany 4n o saze o at blhie cane Fear Toroinals in sile
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iry wao made invo the Ligbory and sk cle:.:‘z;:z(; eayerienee ol
ile idehols who ceved ag foreman on the Jjob., iz e Lichols went
»iz for Case & Yo a.n “ & tani cleaning contractor &'-!4).: iing
c.;f‘: Anlante in sepvenbor 1944. He was eagpl&)}!ed in tlhe CalGelty

Lani cleaning mbr:ars.,r ang did uor.., ingide the tunkp. He
A eonaiderable ol this wors and was emndoyed dn ¢uic cancoity
for about 1 years. le was\then aps o.‘.n‘bea Snoreieapcy ani i ure

ch{;&}ingj Arent and sevrved in thide ecapociyy unt. 1 Jani LRI GiG. lie
severed hig conmectlion Aith u“se & wompany at thal sine and &n‘u
o work with the Gulg .:...l::vat'.m' usonpany av éé‘”l}.a Toxas, He
::n‘c.c.zmm the service o Tank sleanors, int. abous ;' AL, L8RT

poodntod an o solicitor for tani cleaning contiacis. ¥
eyels w..r Job was hlis first as forssaut. le had been working in
,;..r.‘lxwtsn a;;tb Iy (re Iie Hmith, an & xoer ienced forenan, aud becuuse

g1

cof his past exporienco andé because of his having wow'uc: w* L P,
;-;z::a.wh he wag fuug(%& capable of handliing the Job at tihs Carcliing

ALl

fi‘cr:‘.i*ml and was therefore placed in eha:'s*e. while working with
Ire 5ndth they had cleaned two 25,000 mrrela in “ay, following
wi.ch thoy raturned Lo Jacksonvilic. Jhor z..x, uape rear job came.

up tichols was gunt bach to ﬂ.,.l..:.r;"ton :%.:1 WS . “:. e e
wilinug accompanicd hin wad was with Lin uu(l"l he cleansd the Lu,"‘vu
'31 al tan\}:. ;Sr. &:o Loe 3;3.-&.1&3:3 &Galu Lhot Pl'e “‘i. st ls is !.‘u‘ e

I3k v’la. iie has lnown iichols since 3eptamber 194G and always

cum% hinz & relilable enploveo.
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. Follow&ng the obu&niné tha a‘oaw statistical data, we went 1:1-—\‘

- %o eome of the details a!‘ the actual tank gleaning operation
itselfe lre L. Be Willdame was acquainted with the contents of
Hr. Borcer's xeport of June 13, 1948, coples of which are in the

hands of all parties to whom this aupplamnt iz addresscde.
“‘Hre ¥Williams denied that any such conversation had taken place
g angjstat;ea emphatic&ny that };ia memory iax qus.m clear on thia
subjecte -

“».. We then proceedad t.e a és.aeusaiau of t;he avanw in ehmnolegical
7 _orders Ire Willians fst;atea that in the afterncon of Friday, .
- Jdune 18th, tanks £l and §2 were puﬁggd out and that ag appmx-
o imately four PeRe Hre FHercer told that from all appearances
“ those were not leaded tanks and that thore was no need for hin
.~ -Hercer, to stay: Aceording to ¥rs wWilliams, Hre Herger said that
- he would return for the cleaning of the L0 6(}0 barrel tanke At
-+ three«thirty p.ae on Friday lire Williams stated that the actual
 ecleaning of Tank /1 began and that it continued until Lfive-thirty
-paite Willian Davia was in the tank for two hours, Ray Rouser was
in the tank for one hours lir, Willians further stated that during
these two hours he and Fr. Hercger were together on the fire wall
of the tank., Gloves and boots woere used but no masks werc used,

Iire Willians states that he arrived et the scens of the tank
cleaning, i,8,, the Garolina Terminal, at § a.nm, on Saturday
morning., The mem were then in thoe tonk without. protedtive equipw
, rent, . He instructed Fr. lilchols to notify i, Hercer when the
¥ . 40,000 barrel tank was tobeo cleaned, Mre Willlama then laft,
o He was later notified by Hr. Hichols that iir, Hercer arrived
S about ten f.me on Saturday,

In view of tho fact that Tank 4 was parfectly dry, ire ¥ililans
bought dust respirators for hiz men but later learned that
these had not boan used,

Yire Willim% t.his information, He stated that on F“iday while

sludge was being pumped from Tank #1, lir, Joe lidller of Furcil
- Company auggaat.ed us & 3 inch hose instesd of & 2 inch- ‘hose,
Upon being advised ¢ Tank Cleanera, Incs had only 2 inch hose
on the Job, lir, Mller offared to le n& thon 3 1en§t.hs of 3 inch

v hosas A pmknup truck was sent to the Cape Fear Terminal to get
these, and upon its return Hessrs. Willlams, Hercer, and Kichols
" did the meghanical Job of hooking nj; the hose, using two lengths
o:nghe discharge side and one lonzth on the sucticn side of the
t .

Fros mary ¥rs Le . Hi.lliama g,ava me the folldwing achodule of
the tank cleaning works .

mber. tne « This was el.med on Friday with entry bog nning
- 14 e.nd four psme The crew eonauwd of ’
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_ vwho spent approximately two hours in the tank, and
who spent approximately one howr in the tank, VYhaen _
nen quat work at approximately five-thirty thors remained about
30 ninutes work to be dones On Saturday morning Willliam Davis
‘entered this tank and completed the work in & period estimated
to -have boen between 30 and L5 minutes, , :

tely nine s.ue on Saturday work

ted G0 lank ; and ntering ths tank. 3Both
worked until about 11330 gn en’ . up for lunch, At
aprroximatoely ong paie alone re-gntercd the tank and fine
isﬁgg work abt approximpately tWo pe.is There was no work done on
Sun y. . S - : . . Lo o .

Tank A « Tank A was cleaned on dHonday with the men starting active
ities at approxingtely eight a.ite ‘ worked in this tank
approximately 6 hours, was in it for U4 hours, Hichols spent
aprroxirately 30 minutes his tank, completing the work, :
liichols had previously speont about five minutes sach in Tanks

51 and #2 to inspect the work done by the other men. It should

be noted that lilchols time in Tanks #1 and #2 was very limited

put that he did have 30 minutes of continued exposure in Tank A

o « AL a ?2";)2: :
72 wit

The subject of sleeping in a tank or tanks at Fisherts Isiand, -
» Flemi, Plorida was discusseds HMr, Willianmg stated that he had
qucss:{:med de Fo Sova, the tank cleaning foreman on that job;
5 Ld Willlians, a tank cleaner} and Curtis Nelson, & tank cleaner
who 48 reported to have made the statenont t.haé the men slept in
the tanks. 4ill of these wen stato thagt there is a misunderstanding,
¢ They ¢laim that the workers climbed up and slept on the top oi tho
k. tanks and not in them, Un "i'hursgia{ morning + personally questioned
Curtis lielscn who denies having told anyono that he slept in a
tank at Fishorts lIsland, He states that ke did tell one of our
representatives that he, ¥illiams and Davis slept on the top of
& tank at Fisher's Island one night, dus to the mosguitoes,.

Thera has been no publicity either in ¥Wilmington or in-Jacksone
ville rogarding this accident, No lawsult i3 expeected, the insure
ance companies have not &8 yet made any scttlomont as :
are awaiting the final outcomw of the cuse and an exact accounting
of the dependents involved,s - "‘ :

Cn August 10th, 1948 thore will be a hearing by the Florida Induse
trial Commission to dternine the cause of death and to establish
the dependents of ‘his hearing will be held in
the Florida Theater dings Yacksonville, Florida, at 10 a.m.

is8 reported to have a legal wife who d agerted him sbout six
ago to with & colored preacher in Atlanta, Gea glas Ho & .o
.6 a comson law wife 4n Jacksonville with whom he was living | o
&t the tims of tho accidants There is no record of his having had e
& divores from his first e and thare may be some question as
to whether or not he was legally wmarried to hers This will probably

VR i a N W L L N




b S e

ished at the hoaringe lie has gwe children - a girl about
pf aze and a bey about 15 or 16 yoars of agse The girl
ed to have a i tims 3ob and to be supporting the boy
icnally contributes part time earnings, '

P also vas hospitalised shortly after Uavis and loter

- TIsmissed, and was rotwrned to the hospital about a week or ten

©-days agoe He was released on Monday, July 25th, and will return
‘to light work about the middle of next week or aprroximately

CAugush 3rd or Lthe My Le B Willdans waz advised not o -

usé him for scms Wne in any capacity vhore ho would be exposed

to legd and lr. Wililams has agresd Lo 80 Use him,

@ ;- - conon lad vife with whon he 4s living in Jacksone

ville, and has a wife in Atlanta to whon he nay or pay not be
lepaliy marricde She is reporiefd o boe Xydng with a common law
hushand in ¢hat aitys o glaZms are expociod from dny of theso
T guartors.

4 duPont represontacive hae boon oticking his nose into the
alfaire A fir. Burchisigh coutucted 1ire voe lovs, foreman for

Zank Cleanars, Inc., rsgoently, and attempied to pry some infoite
ation out of hime e Sova told Hre. Burchieich thas e inew
nothing about any acscident, and ruforred hlm L0 e Le L,

“illiangse To date, jw, Wililuns has not been constuoted by i,
hurchleolighe Frte Willians gtules thot he hos ne intontion whatsoever
£ holding any digcussions at any tive with any duFont rerresenta-
vives and will confines any discussione of this case Lo reprosuntas=

tiven of she Lthyl Corporatliols
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The above is in accordance with the statements that I made to
loaorse e Le  Jurdan and Le VYo Shankiof the Ethyl Coporation.

K e i Rl
Tank Cleanvrs,

;. Oneral ] >
Ince




