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the critical size range Is in excels of 8-IOsi. Further work with the animat model will 
• be neccssery to determine whether short fibers below 5 ji in length are completely 
innocuous or only relatively so.
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NSC’s Mhett^i- Press. .Sunday, June 25, 1978

THE ENVIRONMENT. HOW CANCEROUS?

Produced by 
Bmv Coi.it Di'kfrt

Guests:
Dr. (rVinq J. Sei.ikcff, Director, Environmental Selectees Laboratory, Mount 

Sinai Scnool of McJjcinc
Dr. ARTHUR C". Upton, Dircctut, National Cancer Institute 
Dr. Paul Kotin, Senior Vice President, Jitlms-Manvllie Corporation 
Dr.Sidney M. Woi.re, Directot, Health Research Qroup 
Dr. Donald Kennedy, Commissioner, Food and Drug Administration 
Mr. Anthony Mazzocchi, Vice President. Oil. Chemical & Atomic Workers' 

international Union

Moderator and Executive Producer:
Bill Monroe—NliC News

Panel;
Lawrenc; E. Sfival—NBC Nows 
Daniel Greenberg—National Columnist 
Barbara Yunckkr —New York Post 
Robert Bazell- NBC News

MR. MONRoe: MELT THE PRESS originates today from New York City, where 
the New York Academy of Sciences has jusl begun a week-long conference on 
environmental health hazards.

Each year, mere Americans die of cancer than 'he year before. Tnc expected death 
loll this year, almost 400,000. Wc have bed warnings about cigarettes, saccharin, 
asbestos, about nitriles in bacon, even about hamburgers when they are fried, concern 
about cancer-causing agents in the air we breathe and she water we drink.

Our guesti today are experts on various phases of the threat wc face from 
environmental cancer.

Mr. Spivak: Dr. KclikotT. according in reports, cancer has become the prirnury 
health concern of the Atucricnn people, and the fear of cancer hits taken on epidemic 
proportions. How justified do you consider this fear ’ Is there an epidemic?

Dr. SELIKOFF: Welt, if you consider that twenty percent of all Americans now 
living are going to die of cancer unless we can do something about :l, I think that is a 
fairly justified fear.

MR. Spiv/.k: Dr. Upton, do you consider t hat an epidemic?
Dr. Upton: I don't think that the incidence is epidemic ir the usual sense, 

although it is common. There have been remarkable increases in certain farms of 
career, especially cunecr of the lung and those forms of cancer associate with 
cigarette smoking. Ironically, the incidence of stomach cancer has come down 
remarkably in recent years. If we look at the overall incidence, there is sotnc drill 
upward which cannot bs attributed unlircly id cigarettes, but I wouldn't say it has 
become epidemic.
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