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REPORT OF IMIE  PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS
XAMINATL ONS OF ASBESTOS WOBKERS II QI&E;ZE;
AND THETFORD MANES, QUEBEC

/gﬁ? The report herewith presented deals with the

examination of ‘141 mmployees of the Canadian Johns-Man-
ville Co., Asbestos, Que. and 54 employees of the aspestos
Corporation of Canada,. the Keasby-Mattlson Co. and John-
son's Mine, all of Thetford Mincs, Que. 10 of the men of
the Canadiam Johns-Manville Co. were examinaed by Dr. D. M.
Stevenson and Dr. Joseph Wyatt, who performed the phvsical
examinayions and X-ray examinations respectively. The

other e@xaminations were all perforned by me, except the
X-ray examinations. Actually, Drs. Stevenson and Wyatt
exaninded 57 men; but since 17 of these men were re-examined
by me I am including them in my 1ist. Drs. Stevenson and
Wyatt carried on their woek in November 1929, My exami-
nations were dong_in July 1930 in Asbestos, and in September

1230 in Thetford Mines.

Tne Asbestos andThetford groups are very dis-
sinilar.with, respect to ase distrigbution and Rength of
. ’

service in the asbestos 1industry, but racially and econ-

onically the two groups aret much alike.

Table I éives the age distribution af thé men
ani Tavle II the distributdon according to 1length of -servic8

in thevadbestoe industry.
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sorvico in tho esbratos incdustis, Lut reednlly i econ-

omionlly the two groups nro much rlike.

Teble I rives the npn distribulion of tha mer
£l Innie 1T tho distribvution cocordins tv lonrth of roy~vic:
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in tha neloston industry.
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ITICTH CF STRVISS  In  ASRNITOS  ITTWUTTRY
i

. 5 Acboantos "' Thetford 'ineng

:;:?c:f ! nTher l ‘Porccntn'"cl cusber ! Torenit =n
0- 4 ! e | . 21.0 ! 1 ! 1.05
F. 9 1 g5 | £6.1 | 6 i 14.0
10 - 14| | 7.0 | 6 i 14.0
o190 10 | v | 16 5 29.6
0 - 4 1 6 l 4.3 | 9 | 16.7
55 - 29 ? 2 | 1.4 % 9 ! 16.7
-0 - pa | 2 | 1.6 | B ; 1.85
o | v | 7| ?
’n - A | | ) l ___.2 L. o7
orarn | s | 100.0 | n4 § 100.0

It will bo noteéd thnt whilo GO yorcont ol tiun
mon in Thetford Liines wore over 40 yecars of apge only 2
percent of the men irn Agbnstos wero over 40. 4And jur-
ther with rorpoot to lonﬁth of cor?ice 82 .4 porcoqt ot
the men exrminod ia Theiford Lireg had vorkod in the as
bestos industry for 10 yoors or more, but in isbostos

only 22 percent had workod for moro than ton yecro.

Table III shove tho dicposition of the mon in

vnrious parts of the industry. Since tho numbere ore



gpranll Yrond ovewiniiape) sraupisioa i vpede i

Anbontop tho occupntions nro dividod into O prouys

- mill, pit and fuctory; in Thotlord Ildnos only tio
firrt tvo ocoupationsl pgronro tira usod, siroo no
robontoe meaufnoturing ic crrriold om thers. A1

tho man of tho Thetforé inos r,=oup could bo po cirsn-
iflod, but 5 mon wero oxcludod Iroa tho Agobeotoa proup
einoo thoy 81d rot cpjoor to bo expocod t0 Ln unuguol

cnount of dust.

“ 4 B L I Ii1

I=0573 0T ETOTVICE I DETIRITID ScQCUDAARINGS 0 Luvtiean Joes
! ATDHITOS : NIV TR 06 PGP
: I ' .
“Tarra of %11l ‘ Drilline w1 Frohagr: 31 Drillir~ rit
neyvico ] ; :
_0n- 14 7 i 24 1
oo logg g ? 16! 5 5
' | i i
10-)2 - 6 | 6 i ! 7 - 1
; : ] '
e -7 ! 5 ; 12 4 _
' t N
_nnanA 3 : 1 ! ! G ! )
] N '
mann 1 : 1 : ! o 1
: j i :
L=l 1 1 ? ! 1
~hera i '; I ;
i o -
Lo ! ' . ! + n
A ! i ! N {
wIT'L P69 . 27 l 40 | 40 | 14

Tho paet oocupntionnl history ia industrioo
. t
othor thnn the asbestos irduoiry vuc sifnificont only

in 5 capes. 0f %those or.o‘lhad boon o groin isspestor
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Directorpo and the Aotuarial Socﬁo%y of Lmorion.
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lio. 162). It vill be notod that ilorec ip very little
distinction betweer this large group and the group of
asboptoe workers so far.as degrees of overweight or

underveight are conoorned.

In the considercrtion ol individunl defcote
somo interostirg facts have beon found. In this study
only the 101 men nt Asgbestos and tho 54 men ot Thotferd
liines aro oconsiderel, since the records of tho mon ex-

nained by Dr. Steveasoz aro not sirictly oomparsblo vith

mine.

TEETHe~-

Dividing tho mon into two groups sooordirg to
‘whother the teeth d4id or d4id not neodé attention, of the .
Agbestos group 49.5"roquircd attorntion, and o2 the Thet-

ford linos group 51.8 %.

HEARING : -

Aoculty of heoring was tostod by means of &
rntch. (1fy orn hearing, which yza been tortod by an
audiometor, ™apn gonaidorod normal, and used as a ctandard)
The ratoh tost i» admitteély vory rourh. In noisy coou-
rotione impaired heari:g ia froquontly found in the oldor
omplojo’pa. 0f the 101 men at Agbestos 10 shoved definito.

honring. loss. This 1s not an excess proportion since an.

A
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rrou~ 0 adults v111 ghow a cimiloar picture. In

Thetford lilnes 28 02 tho 54 men suffered from woll

noryed heering loss. . This je & very high poroont-
oro, ond oomparable to viect moy Ve found in wervinge
ehodp ond boilof shops. All thoso men, exoept.tvo,
had beon exposed to loul noire irn their work for 10
yoars or nore, anl it is reasoncble to sguprose that

noiso played a part in thoir hecrirng disebility.’

Tho numbor of moen with infected TO.3IL3
vag 27 in Apbestos end 13 in Thotford Linos, ond ol-

moat indetical ratio to tho totnl in both groups.

Dofeote of tho Tir0ID woro raro. 4 mon

in Asboptos and 1 iz Thetford iiinos hed eclorgod

t¢hyroids.,

BINOD TRESTUNZ ¢ =

Rondinres wero rnoordoed irn 6ll mon ovor 40
yenrs ol ago. Lroopt in orcoprtional oircwant: noos
the blood rrosmure vma not tokan in the younger mon.
Consoquently although the groups oxrained in Thotford
Uines wos smnller than that in Asbestop more Llood
-’ prosrure realdinge wero talen thore. 2 men in Ashontos

hnd blood proseures of ovor 150 and 2 blood prospuros

!

under 100 m.a. of mersury. 8 mon in Thetford ;lines

hod dlood pressures of ovor 150 and 2 dlood proepures

under 100.
00244



The incidonco of IIN"J/. is of irterent fron
thn compensation standpoint. In Asbestos nll now oap-
loyoos must pagss o physicol exnminntion before employ-
mort. There were & canon of inguinal hornia dincovercd
amo:nig tho 101 noxn oxaninod thoro. Iz addition to thoeso

5 men had been oporatod upon for this condition

In Tho \ford 'inon phyoical ex~mination is not
roquirod bofore employmont. There vorc 5 oosen of in-

guinal hernia anons the 04 nmen oxanirnod and 2 casoe vhich

hod beon operated upon.

Some interect has arigon irn comicotion with

tho occurronoco of tho so-callod ASHTISTOS CON.S. Thene

nre uounlly vin houd oeizod olcvctiorns of tho nkin, pomo-
vhat likxe minute wvartas. e of those were datected

in the Agbontos morn prodbadbly duo to ny ignorcnco ol their
rppoarnnoe. 8 of tho Thotford liines mon hod thone provihn
on thoir hands and sovoral others ro:orted havins hrd

thom a%t ono timo or anothor.



LUHNGS

0f the 101 mon exnmined by me at 4dgdboston
only 4 sufferod from definite first stape pnewmoonn-
iomis. There will not bo conaiderod on acoount of

tho doubtful diepgnosis.

0f the 40 men oxominod by Drs. Stovencon

gnd “yatt 14 wero dinrnosod rs first stage pnewiocon-
ioois (nsbestosie 1) (I nm including the 17 mon ox-
anined by Drs. Stevensorn &nd V'yatt and subsoquerntly
ro-exoninod hy me in my group of 101). " The much looser
incidenoe of prieunoconiosis in my grdﬁp of mon moy soon
snrirising, dbut 1t nust de romomborod that tho X-ray
nepaotives were not rodd by tho ccme men. In oy rroup
tho Y-ray &isfnopes wero mnde by Dr. Lorivothor of
Pitcher, O.lahomn, and in tho otha; group tho interpro-
tntions vere by Drs. Viyatt and ?;::;aet.. Further tho
A1 1o~ \

ge=up oxaminod by Dras. Stovonson and Vyatt vore, in gon-

eral, older than thoso in my groupe.

0f the b4 men exnminod ot Thotford ilinon T4
rere dinpgnosed by X-ray se suiloring from pnewnooonlopis
(nnbogtosin), 0f theeo 4 were dingnoned os probndly first
staro asbestosis, 8 os early stago, ¢ as definite firast

stege and $ as socond stoge. '
Tite pertineat racts regarting the dofinte omoos of

arlootosls are pivea in talles V and T1.

.
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