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D O M ES T IC  O P E R A T IN G  CO M PAN Y N EW  B R U N S W IC K . N. J .

August 2, 1971

M r. B a r r y  C astlem an
D epartm ent of E n viron m en tal E ngineering
Johns-H opkins U n iversity
B a ltim o re , Mar.j*land_2JL201

D ear M r. C astlem an :

This is  in an sw er to your le tte r  of Ju ly  25:

1. The use of ta lc  as a co sm e tic  extends fa r  b ack  in  h is to r ic a l 
t im e . M ore s p e c if ica lly , Johnson  & Johnson  has m arketed  
baby powder s in ce  1895.

2 . We have no a sb e sto s  in our baby powder. To prove th is , we 
have had exten siv e  an a ly tica l w ork c a rr ie d  out by m in e ra lo g ists  
a t the C olorad o Sch ool of M ines, by M cC rone L a b o ra to r ie s  in 
C hicago and by P r o fe s s o r  F re d  P ooley  at the U n iversity  of W ales 
in C a rd iff. P r o fe s s o r  P ooley  is  a sso c ia te d  with one of the 
teaching sc ie n tif ic  groups studying the re la tion sh ip  of a sb esto s  
and other in o rg an ic  p a r tic le s  to ca n ce r .

3. We have no m eaningful in form ation  regarding baby powder 
m anufactured  by o ther com p an ies. We su sp ect, how ever, 
that the "5  to 25 " p e rce n t quoted by the new spapers is  not 
based  on ca re fu lly  docum ented sc ie n tific  evid ence.

I hope the above an sw ers your qu estions.

Sin  arerei’

Tnom as H. S h e lle d  P h .D  
D ire c to r
C en tra l R e s e a r c h  L a b o ra to r ie s

me


