COrFY FOR J. J. LENZOTTI

) THE SHERWIN-WILLIAMS Co. é

101 PRDEPECT AVE.. N. W,

" & WM TRER CLEVELAND, OMIO 44110

Februwary 17, 1972

llenoradle C. C. Edvards, Jr.

Comnissioner of the Feed and Drug Administrstien
Department Nenlth, Educatien and Velfare

5800 Fishers Lane

Reckville, Marylend 20882

Dear Sir:

At & meeting last veek vith representatives of FDA at the Natienmal
Paint snd Coatings Asascistion headgquartsrs im Vashingtea, it vas
svident the paint industry had met communiceted adegquately the
ressens vhy it in general was aet capable of reducing lead levels
te seme of the presently prepesed percentages. fMepefully i the
fellevwiag paragrarhs I ¢an convey to you some of theess reasess.

The passage of PL 01-893 (Jamnary 13, 1972) cloarly indiented to us
that no l1aad pigwnts in ;ainte could be alloved and, sceordisgly,
ve eliminated all lesd pigments in recidential type ceatings.

lead, hewever, is used alse in smsller quantities as a drier or
cstalyst vhich causes pint to dry, saad smaller smeunte sre intreduced
a8 impurities from soms rav materisls. Dased ea existing techneleyy,

wve vare ahls te redace the lead drier content te levels belev 1¥ ia all
residantinl type paimts. At the presest tims, as eur formulas are oev
sstablished, ve maticipats that 87% of cur interier paiste vill be delew
+085 « and 135 .5 to 15 Sased ob the velume of preducts preduced. We
are tommitted te roducs this 1385 te less than ,08% during this calendar
yoar. The teshmeloegy 1o de this exiets and it is enly the magnitude of
the job that requires seme tims.

On exterisr paints, ¢85 of our produsts vill de ot .08F or lesa; 7% will
be 088 to 3%, and thase are primarily latex paints, Fertrofive percent
of our produstion will run botwvesn o8 and 1% 10d these are primrily il
and alkyd extarior paints, Buaodd b eur imterpretatien ¢f vhat regulations
veuld be sdepted, ve had set an ebjective to reduce the 435 hetwess .3

and 1% te less than 9% b January 1, 1973,

Obvicusly mere recent thinking tends to renuire redocting to less than
+08% lead na 81l residemtial naint preducts. At the present time we do
Pt have preven technical capabilities te nroduce all exterisr paints at
this leve) wvith reasenable assurance the product performsice vill be
adegquate for the conswmer.
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Wo do have evidauce that dy increasing other metal cemtents, such o
esbalt and caleium, and in seme instances introducing zirremiua,
reassnable rates of drying con be achieved im the lalmratery, Con=

_ sideradle mere research needs te be dene, hawever, hefors ve have s
reasenadle ferl for perfarmance in the field under videly different
veathe - conditions, beth as te drying sprede and the durahility of
the coatings The purpose of driera ia te achjove gend flle termatina
at temperatures appreximating 30°F. er less vithent skinning, crazing,
or vrinkliag under a hot sun.

Neverthelesa, fermulas at levels of leas than .0CE are being developed
te be field tested under sstsal painting conditions 1n all arens of
the country during this ceming summer,

Ve are comcoerned that shenld we preduce preducts vitheut adequate research
and evaluatien, ve could emceunter impreper performnnce vhich, 1n eur
case, creates a liability met snly for the cset of the puint but fer the
cost of application vhich is eubetastially greater.

It is sur censidered epinion thie research and ovaluatien cannet be dene
properly oe as to permit ms to coowert all preduction te thie level
prier to January, 1974. fbvieusly sny permitted lrad content betwveen
«08€ and .55 will allev ua te reformulate fanter.

While perfermance is our prime cencera, it should Le printed out thas
presest indieations are that there vill he a censideradle impact on
costs. Since cost increases vill wary, depernding vpon the srecifie
formula, exact ostimtes are difficult - Lut an increane of 31 o gallcn
at the paint of sale weuld esem to be a comservative estimate.

In sunmation ve submit that wvhile sur present technalegy

has snahled us te reduce the lead content te less than ,08%
in T75 of the tetal cellens we preduce, amd

will in the uvear fnture permit us te refarmulate all i{nverior
coatinge %o this level, and

mkes possible the reduction of lead content in exterier puiats
to 3% by ne later than Jasuary, 1973, but

it dete met give ue the capability of redecang the lead te .0LS
wvithout further research vhich ve fosl cannet he adejuataly dene
prier ts January, 1974,
Your consideration is anpreciated.
Very trmuly yours,
TIE SIET/INWTLLIAMS CO.
,,/ -~ ~-:§L:T:,,:. .

HES: 4N Techuical Darectar, Coatings
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Polwuany

haersbdle C. C. Bbards, Jv,

Comnissioner of the Poed md Jvug Aduinistratise
Departusnt Sealth, Biucation and Velfare

5800 Pisders Lame

Reskville, Maryload 30848

Dear $ir

A% o meting 13t veok vith repsvsentatives of P04 ot te
Risd and Contings Assectiation Meadqguartere {a Vashingten,
ovident thp paldt induatry Jad Mt commnicated sdequately
fesscas VY Lt in gesaral ves eet capable of vedusing lead
%0 somn of he prescatly propesed mrventages, Repefally
felloviag paragreaphs I esa soxvey te yea sem of these ree

Tae passage of FL 91-008 (Jemnary 13, 1972) elearly iadies
Qat 8o 1osd pigmats in miants sould be alleved and, ases
wo elininated a1l lead pigamts {a sesidential t7pe ceatis

we wvoru chie to veduce the load drier sentent %o lowels W
meidontial tgyw paiste. A% She precmnt tim, 20 owr fomm
ecatablinked, w mngun at BT5 of eur isterter maiats
808 = amt 138 .8 t» 15 Wnsed o e volame of grotnsts pe
are camnit o lece tham 085 daring
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Ve do Dave ovidense that by imsressing other wtal matents, such &
sshalt and saleinm, i iz somn imstanses latrednting sireesium,
resssaadle mates of drying csn W ashiaved 1a the laherutery, Cen~
sidorable mre resecasch aneds to o done, hovewsr, Welere W Mg &
reasemable feel for performance ia the fold amder widely differeat
wveather seaditises, doth o0 (0 drying specde and the darsMlity of
the coatings The parpese of driers (s 0 ashiove goed fila formticn
at teuperatares apprezimiing 00°PF, or loee vitheat skisaing, eresing,
or vriskiing snder a bhot sam,

Nevertholess, ferunlas at levele of less than .08S are being dewelepsd
to o fi0ld teeted anier astanl painting senditicas in all areas of
the somtry Sarisg this caming sammwr,

Vo are ssmsermd that chould wo preduce preducts vitheuwt sdequate reasarch
asd evaluation, wo tonld omscanter impreoper perfermasse vhied, in eur
eane, ¢roaten & liability mas caly for the st of the paist Mt for te
csat of applisatien vhich is sadetaatially greater.

1s is car cousidsred opinisa this resvarvh and ovalaation canset be dens

rllu w 10 sotvert all predesiion to thie lewel
prier te Jemnary, 197¢, Obwismaly cay peruitted 10ad contont utwvnes °
«008 ond 08 will allew ns to refermilate faster,

Waile serformmne 13 our prise csasera, 1% shesld bo peinsted sat Gt
present lndisstions are that Gipre vill be g sensidersdle impeet oa
cotta. Since ¢sat insreases vill vary, dependiag npea the speeifie
formls, sxset estimtes are difficult = but an issrvase of N & galles
at the point of sale wald sem ts bo a somervaiive catiaste.

Ia sesmiicn w ssluit that vhile enr preseat techuclegy

hae emabdled as %0 rednse the load contend fo leas thea 00F
1a T1S of tie otal miless W grodece, and

will in the wsar futasre peruit ws te mformiate all imterier
essitags to this low], md

mine poesidle e reodnation of load samtont ia ssterier misw
9 8 \p o 1ster than Jumgry, 1903,

dove net give as he capabllity of reduciag the lend to 003
vithewd fwrther reccardd vhish vo foel sanast bo adequately deme
prier %o Jamnary, 1974,

Your coanidarstion is appresiated.
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Yooy tmly yowrs,
IR SBWDVILLIVS 8.

‘B8 Toshnisal Direster, Coatings
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