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March 30,1936

D r. Graham Edgar -
E thy l G aso line C o rpo ration  
C h rysle r B u ild ing  
Hoy; York C ity
Hew York ; v ;/ •"••

Dear D r. Edgar* "

I  have examined your l e t t e r  of March 
B3rd and I t s  en c lo su res r e la t in g  to  a  b reak  in  a g aso lin e  
p ipe l i n e  which a p p a re n tly  r e s u l te d  in  the  con tam ination  
o f a c i t y  w ater supp ly  w ith  a  co lo red  g a s o l in e , presumably 
le a d e d .

I t  does n o t appear th a t  th e re  i s  any­
th in g  to  do about t h i s  a t  p re s e n t ,  b u t  I  b e l ie v e  the  people 
concerned should be adv ised  on two p o in ts .  F irfc t they  should 
keep us in  touch w ith  any subsequent developments as prom ptly 
as  p o s s ib le . Second, they shou ld  be in form ed, I  b e lie v e , th a t  
any i l l n e s s  in  in d iv id u a ls  w hich r e s u l te d  from th e  d r in k in g  of 
w ater contam inated w ith  leaded  g aso lin e  would be due n o t to  an 
a p p re c ia b le  a b so rp tio n  o f le a d , b u t  to  an extrem e ir r i t a t i o n  of 
th e  g a s t r o - in te s t i n a l  t r a c t  from the g a so l in e  i t s e lf *  Small 
q u a n t i t ie s  o f g a s o l in e , as you d o u b tless  know, a re  q u i te  
i r r i t a t i n g  and produce r a th e r  acu te  I l ln e s s  w ith  a oonsü  e rab le  
g a s t r o - in te s t i n a l  d i s t r e s s  and w ith  nervous system  symptoms.
I t  can b e  shown by c a lc u la t io n  th a t  the q u a n t i t ie s  o f lead  
absorbed from  d r in k in g  w ater c o n ta in in g  g aso lin e  would be 
i  n s ig n l f ie a n t • I t  seems unnecessary  ¡to go In to  f u rth e r  d e ta i l s  
on th is  m a tte r  b u t t h i s  f a c t  shou ld  be understood  by th e  re p re ­
s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  g a so lin e  d i s t r i b u to r s .  I  leav e  i t e n t i r e ly  
to  your d is c re t io n  as to  w hether i t  i s  n ecessary  o r ad v isab le  
to  p o in t o u t th ese  f a c t s .

Very t r u l y  y o u rs,

RAKsiS Robert A. Kehoe, M.b.
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