© Dp, Graham Bdgar

March 30,1936

Ethyl Gasoline Gorpcratia
Chrysler Building it
New York City _ S
New York R

Dear Dr., Edgar:

I have examined your 1atter of Earch
8%rd and 1its enclosures relating to a break in a gasoline
pipe line which apparently resulted in the contamination

- of a clty water supply with a colored gasolins, presumebly
leaded, v

It does‘nat appear that there is any-
talng to do ebout this ab present, but I believe the people
concerned should be edvised on two points. Flrit they should
keep us in touch with any subsequent developments as promptly
a8 possible. Sscond, they should be informed, I belisve, that
any 1linsss in individuals which resulted from the drinking of
water contaminated with leaded gasoline would be due not to an
épprecisble absorption of lead, but to an extrems irrltation of
the gastro=intestinal tract from the gasoline itself, Small
guantities of gesoline, as you doubtless know, are quite
irritating and produce rather acute 1llness with a consX erable
gastro-intestingl distress and with nervous systen symntoﬁs.

It cen be shown by ecslculatlon that the guantities of lead
absorbed fron @arinking water contalning gescline would be
insignificent. It Seems umecessary to go intoc further deteils
on this matter but this fact should be understood by the ropre-
genbatives of the gasoline distrivutors. I leave it entirely
to your dlseretion es to whether it is necessary or adviseble
to point out these facts.

Very truly yours,

RAK 3i8 | Robert A, Kehoe, H.D.
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