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1949 MODERN

PLANT SUR

Tables list engineering features of over 450
new utility and industrial steam plants, more
than 175 hydroelectric units. Summaries spot

design trends of recent recordbreaking years

T HE GREATEST PERIOD of construction activ-
itv the pawer field has evér experienced
continues unabated. The vear 1948 saw almost
6 million kw added to our national power
plant: 1949 and 1950 look to be about 10%
higher. Figures now available show about
4.7 kw on order for 1931.

Such a period of activity presents an un-
paralleled opportunity to see where we are
headed in power-plant practice. In this vast
program virtuallv all tvpes of construction are
invalved: new plants. extensions. and “tops’:
mdoor. semi-outdoor and outdoor designs:
large piants and small: a wide variety of heat-
lavouts and

halance plant

arrangements,
equipment sclections,

From such a large badv of data. relativeis
reliabls conclusions ean he drawn, We can
see the wide adontion of practices that have
proved successful. the gradual abandoning «of
thoze not so well received.

The anlv drawhack lies in the fact that the
verv volume of activite meanz that most af

us are oo husy to take the “long look™ needed

to spot trends and arrive at answers to guide

our planning.

It is ta meet this need that POwgR makes its
survev of new-plant construction. Here we do
two things to serve the interests of power engi-
neers: 111 We gather. and compile in con-
venient tabular form, technical details on units
currentlv on order, under construction. or
beginning operation. (21 We analvze the
survev returns. and other data available to us.
to show at a glance what design and equipment-
selection patterns are emerging.

To hroaden the basis {or these trend-spot-
ting summaries. thiz vear we have included
data on the past two vears. each a record-
ireaker in itz own right. This means that the
comparisons and conclusions crow out of the
largest valume of plant data ever available
for analyeis.

Here are fact- and figures vou can sink
vour teeth into. facts and fieures an which to
hasze the decizions vou will have to make when
vou huild a new plant. extend or modernize

an older one.
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