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Observatlions on a visit to the Zonollta plant, Calgary,
- 16 Septamoer 156l '

Both expanding mach’nes wore opsratiiz, One machine
was producing normal Zonuwlite fill, whilet the other was
producing the waterproof masonry fill, It was a wara day
and all ‘ae windows were open. The plant was very dusty,
and considerable amounts of dust 1ssusd Crom various
cracks snd openings in the machines, Most of ttas dust
appeared to have a falrly large particle size, and four
test samples were wero taken {rom the atmosphers at wvariouas
locations ia the plant. Counts of the dust particles in
thess samples varisd from 70,000 to 135,000 particles
por cuble root having a diameter less than 10u (0,01 mm),
It is the particles less than IOP in diameter which would
ba small enough to penetrate the lungs and cause ths troubls
nentioned by Dr.Sismeng. 7Particle counts legs than
1,000,000 per cubic foot(less than 10u in diameter) are
not normally thought to cause any trouble. A more detailed
air sampling investigation with more sopnhisticated equipment
appsars to be necessary in order to define more accurataly
.he conditions prevailing in the plant. We hope to bs
in a poaition to do this in a few weeks time,

It was noted that a special mix known as ‘'lMono-Kote!,
containing a fairly lergoe amount of ground asbestos, is
ocoaglonally prspared., Asbestos i3 well kmown a8 the
sauge of lung fibrosis, and the influsnce that the mi:ing
of 'Mono-Kote'! may have had i3 an unknown factor, We hope
to bo abls to take air samplesa near tho mixer next time
a batcn of 'Mono-Xote' 1s preparsd.

It i3 moast Important that dust respirators should be
worn wner any work 18 done with ground asbestos, It wasg
notigcod that two respirators wsre avalladble In the mixing
rocm, bul these appeared to ba dusty and in an unhygienic

conditlon, It i3 advisable thas respirators should be
issued on an individual bagis, and should be kept clean
and covared when not in use.

A suitable for use throughout the plant would be the
M3A 'Dusifoe! 66 or equivalent, Thls is a light rospirator
approved by the U,3, Bureau of Xines as gultabls protsction
against fibrosis-producing dusts, Care should be taksn
that the respirators should be properly ritted for sach
individual. Propsr maintensncs of the rasplrators and
regular filter changes are irportant.
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