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ASBESTOS FTIBER IN T0CD GRADE ADIPIC ACID
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Ia the first refarenca letter, some quantitative sspects of
the use of asbestos gaskets (n fluid bed coolers exployed in the pro-
duction of adipic acid are described. The small arez of gasket iz
potentialicontact with the acid (525 sq, i{z.) and the large pracessing
race (35,000-50,000 pounds per hour) of the acid {cself nave led you _
to the couservative assumption that the resulting product could con-
tain 2 ppm s2zbastos,

Based upon tha data submitted, T do not balieve the potential
presenca of such & small amount of asbestos in the adipic scid presencs -
8 coxicological problem., When the portal of antry of asbestos ints the
bedy is the lungs, a toxicoclogical problem haa been demonstrated.

A recent publicaticn by P. Grosz et al, [Archives of _
Eovirozzental Health 29 341 (1974)) indicated that the ingestion by
rats of & diet containing ss much as 5% asbestos over z:ost of their
life did not produce cancer., This, in addition to other similar
experiments reportaed in the same article, i{ndicates that ingested
mineral fibars, including asbastcos, do not preseat the hazard that
has been associaced with the inhalatiocn of soue mineral fibers.

However, since you state that the theoretical 2 ppm levael
of asbestos iz the edipic acid may in reality be on the high side,
it may be prudent to obtain snalytical data on the exact samount of
asbestos, Lf any, prasent in the final product,
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