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1979:

Coordinated Defense of Lawsuits

Top-level public relations and legal legislation, and strategy meetings -
describing the full range of collective industry maneuvers: Imported Italian
coats; White Owl cigars had fiberglass--not asbestos. (Ralph Nader) Dr.
George Wright reporting from all key government and scientific
committees; formation of AlA; Sabourin flying around trying to get scientists
to sign a statement that present asbestos levels are no problem;
Congressman R. Ottinger's assistant "Mr. Solon...we'll continue to scare
them (the public), you have every right to try and calm them down."; Dr.
George Wright suggests "thorough indoctrination course" be organized for
potential defense medical witnesses (8/20/68); industry-wide legal
coordiation originated by J-M (11/13/68); agreement to form a common
industry legal problems "committee” accepted unanimously, industry-wide
house counsel meetings covered everything legal/governmental (5/24/69);
industry-wide defense against lawyer Ward Stephenson's asbestos case;
hiring of "prestige" law firm to direct industry defense nationally preferred to
indirect industry control through insurers (8/15/69); efforts "to persuade
other asbestos products companies” to hire a8 common outside counsel "to
fight health liability cases (8/18/69). Could be a conspiracy, who knows.

Bendix request to J-M for help opposing union claim that § laryngeal cancer
cases in one Canadian brake plant were caused by asbestos on the job.



SAINT LUKEs HospiTaL  ~ 75
11311 SHAKER BOULEVARD " . T
NN c; INTRSITHINTE CLEVELAND. OHIG 44104 ”\.‘-‘,
August 20, 1968 .

——

Mr. Herbert M. Ball,

Viece President and General Counsel
Johns-Manville Corporation T
22 East Fortieth Street ol
New York, New York 10016 '

Dear fleorb:

I've studied the memorandum written by Mr. Stande.
and I believe something along this line would likely be
the best approach to hanéling the overall problem of liti-
gation. I would like to comment on sonme of the suggestions
and make one or two of my own. :

With respect to item 1, experienced Federal trial
lawyers might not be too rare but to find one with an
axtaonsive backqground in pulmonary discase litigation would
likely boe gquite unusual,  Wikh the exception of Tvan Sabourin
I know of only two and passibly threc lawyers whom I would
consider rclatively competent with regard to their knowledge
of pulmonary disease and in that respect it would be confined
pretty much to silicosis. One of these is William C.

Hartman of the firm of Squire, Sanders and Dempsey here in
Cleveland. He had a great deal to do with developing the
Workmen's Compensation Law in the state of Ohio and in

the course of that became gquite well educated in medical
matters pertaining. Unfortunately, he has developed a
greater current interest in labor relations negotiations.

The second man is Solon Stone of Buffalo, New York. I have
bestifiod o nmber of times for him and have ajways hoan
impressod with his knowlaedge of silicosis and also with what
would appear to be a very good legal approach. The third man
is a lawyer,also from Buffalo, New York, whose last name is
McKay and who has in the past been primarily a plaintiff's
lawyer. He has cross-examined me a number of times. 1In
addition to these men, I have probably been in contact with
approximately twenty other lawyers, none of whom impressed
me very favorably with respect to their preparation of cases
or their knowledge of the pertinent medical factors involved.
T have received the impression from most of these gentlemen
Phat, thoy approach a casne mirech morn atroondgly in terms of

Lhe begal anpocts and hope For tho bost on the med bea ) anpeats,
Tt is my impression also that in the Workmen's Compensation
cases they have small hopes of achieving anything from the
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medical appreach and hence do not pursue this ve
In jury cases the situation might pe just the re
T have had only 1imited experience with jury cas

With respect to considering the developing
competent legal personality. I have the followi:

| There seems little doubt but that for the next -

years there will be problems of this sort to ha
of the backlog of cases +hat we have every reas
now cxist or will develop in the near future.
sugqest that it is not very prudent to put a gr
of training of fort into an oldecr man and I pres
what Mr. Standel has in mind. It would seem t¢
for J-M to either pring a man into their own ¢
or by retainer preempt his major interests and
that he becomes thoroughly trained in the biolc
of asbestosis as well as in the various pert’
of the law itself. I have in mind also that .
are run by lawyers and as I indicated to you i
letter the most competent physician is of reila
use to you unless the lawyer is equally compet
more so. Marcover, a physician who is paerhaps
verned in asbhestosis can =111l ba o useful per
is examined hy a lawyer hnaving specific medice
In addition, the properly trained and informec
the use of suitable reference material can se¢
his medical witness is reasonably well oriente
legal appearance. There simply is no way by 1

3

petent physician can make up for an incompete:
It would seem to me that the first requiremen
the most important one is to have the fully @

available to you.

with respect to item 2, it doesn't seem
nse me as the activae membet represaenting the
in your ashestosis defense task force. It if
realm of possibility to £ind someone in New 3
serve in this role. Such a man plus the uti?
chosen physicians for the purpose of testify:
level should provide your legal representati'
competent witness. 1f it is possible at thi:
predict the major geographic foci of anticip
Compensation hearings Or lawsuits, it should
choosc men from the medical profession at th
bocome the most dasirable witnesses.



Herbert M. Ball August 20, 1988 ;
V' i

Wwith respect tc item 3, I would agree that it is impor-
tant to have someone available to fulfill this role. I
am not certain, however, that Mr. Sheckler is vour best bet.
From wnhat I know of the current developments in his
department, I think his time is going to be fully occupied.
In addition, I have some question about his capacity to
project himself as a witness. I must say that I have a
rather different kind of person in mind for this particular
role although I don't know where he might be in vour organi-
zation at this time. :

With respect to item 4, I find myself somewhat uncertain
as to the full reasons for choosing an Insulation rep-
resentative. Possibly this has arisen from vyour major con-
cern about the cancer cases in the insulation exposures. I
would predict that you will have problems also with ycur own
toxtile employees and with respect to Workmen's Compensation
with all of the Divisions of the Company. Furthermore, T
halieve vou will be faced with cases of lung cancer and
mesothelioma occurring spontancously in employces from all
divisions as well as people who are not your employees. In
saying this, I would point out that I believe it might be
a mistake to pick a man whose knowledge is primarily in the
Insulation division alone. Shouldn't you have someone whose
knowledge is broader than this? I cannot help saying that
if I were defending a case and I needed a person to rep-
resent both items 3 and 4 and wanted to choose one from your
present employees I would pick Sidney Speil. I presume he
would not be available for these things but I think he
projects himself oxtraordinarily well and is fully knowlcdge-
able in these various arcas.

Wwith respect to item 5, it occurs to me that a liaison
and coordinating person might be needed but why not combine
this role with that of the legal person to represent the
things discussed in item 1. I suppose it is entirely possible
that the liaison and coordinating person might be fully
occupied with developing the task force and ultimately
attending to so many details that it would detract from his
possible role as "the competent lawyer for the defense”
in the actual litigation. On the other hand, it occurs to
me that vou might combine the ralas sot forth under items 1
and 5 Lo the bopat LL of Bhe program amina wholo.,  Your cholee
of a man for this would be perhaps the single most important
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decision of all and since I d¢ not know Mr., Standel o
anv other member ¢f vour legal department than vourse
I refrain from further comment.

I would like to make one other sucgestion at
If£ the personnel for this task force, and I would
for this part.cular thought the potential doctors
as witnesses at the local level, -can be chosen in
future, T would suggest a thorough indoctrination
rganized to prosent the medical, laaal, and cccornom
svects to these persons in depth. I would suaaest
s group ke kept relativalv small but include %thosz
id he active. Buch a HVOLISE would involve Hc
asen“at1o of all of the information in de
ikely site wisits as well. Those taking n
= in the future at times of testimony to sa
gen Zirst hand and studied first hand the
hey might testify about. This was the app
sa involved in kthe silicosis prohlom,
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I kunow that ke matn omphasis of the Sarvanaa Svmposia
was on the scienkidle aspects and [ wonld not have in mind
roveating oveaisely thak kind of thing but I think you

will agree that these svmposia served as a trainirng mechanism
for those ultimately bcarlng responsibility of the legal
asrects. I have in mind in our instance a more restricted
and é=finitelv oriented approach to the actual lecal nrcblems

I rather like Mr. Standel's suggestion that rerhaps
this could be a much broader affair and bring in the con-
sidarations of other companies who faco this same Jroblom,
I have reason Lo baliceve vou miighb Find men of connidoraobloe
nkill and interest in the other companios and we of J-M
miaht stand to benefit by their views.

t is likely that I will be in Vew York within the
next few davys sometime and I would like to have an c¢ppor-
tunity to discuss this in greater depth with vou. I have
already talked about this in some detail with Ivan and since
you have taken the matter up with Clin%, I heope it will be
agreecakle with you if I send a copy of our corraspondence
thus far to each of these reopnle.

" th
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Gequg 1. «r}ght M.D.
Head; 2difal Research

Department
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August: 3, 1968
Herbert Morton Ball -
ASBESTOSIS DEFENSE TASK FORCE

You have asked me to elaborate on the constitution and concept of
the proposed task force. My present thinking i3 that we should have
the following members:

(1) A highly competent and e ienced Pederal trial lawver,
re!eraéI wggﬁ an exiensgvé backzround if pulnonary
5!53353‘!%%!35%!85. ~

Prelimipary inquiry as to the identity and possible availability of
such a lavyer should now be initiated, However, until further 1liti-
gation develops it might be premature to make any definite arrange~
ment. TFor the time being, with respect to the Tomplait litigation
now ponding in Texas, we have prevalled upon Travelers to procure a
lawyer to aid Mr. Pate, Mr, John G. Tucker. Be is 61 years of age,

a graduate of Harvard Law School, and a partaer in the largest firm
in Beaumont, Orgain, Bell & Tucker., Mr. Tucker is regarded by
Travelors as tho city's best "brief man" and has available to him the
services of junior attormeys to provide the man fare requisite to
prepare extensive legal briefs., Inassuch &3 this particular case will
probably have to te won on legal points upon appeal, Mr. Tucker would
appear to fulfill our needs. .

Travelers has suggested to me the possibility of utilizming lr. Loroy
Vandeveer (who, 88 you know, is our lawyer in the Bradshaw asbestosis
litigation in Michigan) as the overall attorney in the asbestoais
caseg. While Mr. Vandeveer is indeed am expericnced trial lawyer I
bave sericus reservations as to his acting in such a capacity because
of his advanced age, anong othor reasons.

(2) A qualified and recognized medical expert on the digease
o as Q818 . .

Obviocusly, the use of Dr, Wright suggests itself. The question is
whether he will be sufficiently available. The point ia that for the
program to be offective all of tho membors (with one exception discus-
sed below) will have to be available to travel around the country to
neet with our various lcoal defense counsel, This will be time~cone
suming. While initially we may be able to get by by utilizing C. L.
S8heckler in conjunction with Dr. Wright, I do not think that this will
stand up a3 a feasidle working arrangement if any significant number
of cases should develop. Accordingly, I suggest that we request

Dr, Viright t0 give us the name of some other qualified physician that
we wight be adble to employ om & consulting contract basis, if the need
arigses. That is, woe should be in a position topre-empt a given nupber
of days of such physician's time per month, 12 and when necessary.
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() A Egrson with extonsive inowledge of the environmental
CORTIOL S1T0PTI Ol Tiis compally and of tii@ 1ngustry
Generslly Witk roupect o v.is aazard, ~

At the present time C. L. Sheckler would appear ¢0 be our overall
asbegtoais expert. It i3 inperative that e be available fer oducle
tional (and possibly testimonial) purpcses, 12 his function in the
tagk force is to be adequataly performed his responsibilisy in that
area must bo assigned first priority.

(4) A agrscn from our Irnsulaticn Divizion who T©OSSOSSES KROVe
edge © € ASIDESTOS iRSLijTion LacduEtIy and o cur

insulation proeduct ilaes, laciuding tae geaeral coenigal
Dake=up Oy Juch producis.

R. 4. 8tapleton wvould Le the nan here. However, it iz contepplated
that vhere sulficiently experierced and ikaowledgeadle local neople

are available (district managzers, contract unit managers, salasmen,
otce.) we shall utilize them with respect to any litigation perding

in the locality of theilr responsibilities. It would be iIr. Staploton's
function to secure optimum cocoperation from these people. T, Stapleton
would not travel with the task force euzcept where adequate lccll pere
goannel vere not available, although uis sorvieces may Le reoguired

from time to time as 3 witness. The Division has indicated its wille
ingness to make lMr, Stapleton available ia such 2apacity until such
tine as this work would interfere too greatly with hls other dutics,

at which time it will e necessary to conrsider some other arransew
zent,

(5) A nember of the J-i Lowal Department ¢5 act 33 liaizon
and coordihaioy.

You have indicated that the writer should continue 1z this regponsi-
bility. 1In that event, inazsmuch as mest cf these cases will prebasly
be tried in the PFederal Courts, I recommend that the weitor takeo a
course in Federal Court Trial Procedure, Such a tvo-gemoster course
iy presently available at night a2t llow York Uniwversity Law School,
Graduate BDivision, at a cecst of 18D per semoster,

A serious offort should be made to coordinato the 2ffcris of our task
force with the corresponding activities of other manufacturers ia

the industry who alsao are deiendants in these cases. It uaay ve taat
in timoe a single overall committee will prove desirable.

I think that the tasi: force (with the exception of the outside lawyer
described in (1) above) should he formally instituted immediately.
The basic concept is that tho task force will Lo available to nset
with local attorneys for the purpose of cducating and guiding thom

in theso cages, As esperience in tire defonse of theze cases is
gained, this cumulative krnowledge will bte made available to cur
various trial counsel. Thoe task forceo will gatler information gene-
erally useful to our defeonge, including the narges of witnesses,
expert or otherwicse, hest suited to testify in our behalf.



1149

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL
ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION

November 13, 1968
C; B. Burnett -
Herbexrt Morton Ball

J. B. Jobe

K. V. Lindoel1 - Asgbestos ; L
A. B. Marchant R R
A. C., sSmith . - Flinderne

Ivan Sabourin, Esq,-Montreal
F- Jo SO].OH, Jr.

Dr. G. W. Wright ~Cleveland

;v

-TINVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE

DEPORT TO POLICY COFMITIIY
ON_INITIAL TTCAL T =T

TEE MEETING
DATE AND LOCATION: October 15, 1968, at GHQ

PRESENT FRCM THE LEGAL PROUBLEMS OUB~COMMITTEL: llerbert Morton

ball (Chairman), W. V. Lanigan and
R. R. Standel, Jr. '

PRESENT FROM TIL POLICY COMMITTEE: MHerbert Morton Ball and
Dr. George W, Wright.

PURPOSE OF MELTING: Th. principal purpoge .of the meeting was
for Dr. Wright to Legin the education of:
the committee members as to the medical
and Aclentific aspects of ashestosis and
megotheliona. Among the major areas
discussed by Dr. VWright were:

1} the formulation and chemical make-up
of the varions types of aslhiestos and the
commercial applications thereof;

2) the ratere of ashestosis, including
the causmations, sywptoms, detection,
diagnosie and prognosis of the diseaseo;

3) the preusent state of medical knowledre
concerning astestosia and mesothelioma
and the chronology of the historiecal
development therecof; and

4) Dr. Sclikoff's work, the conclusions

to be drawn therefrom, and the probable
ramifications. :

C. B. Burnctt jeined the meating o luneh, At that tine a

reneral discvenlon of the lepal posinre of this problem was

had.  Amons Lhe things discussed wore:



1)

2)

1)

-2.-

the present status of the conmon law ashegstosis
actions now pending against us;

tho probability of numerous similar cases in the

future and the best means of preparing for them;

the significance that medical testimony and know~
ledge will have in these cases: and

the need for an industry-wido npprBach to the
problem, : o

‘CONCLUSIONS: 1) Scrious consideration should bé given to

inviting other companies to join with us
in an industry-wide legal conmittee, the
porpotie of which would be to maximize and
co-cvdinate the lemal thinking and efforts
of the various asbestos mining and/or
ranufacturivg companies.

2) It will be necessary to set up a comprehen-
gsive system whereby counsel cngaged to de-
fend various asbestosis cases throughout
the country on our behalf can be properly
and cffectlvely cdrcated as to the medicnl
and scientific aspects of such cases,

R. R. Stancel, Jr.

¥. Lanigan
M. Fenner - Finderne
L. Sheckler - Finderne
M. Jackson
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PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL t |
ATTORNEY~-CLIENT COMMUNICATION .

January 13, 1969

C. B. Burnett
Herbert Morton Ball

J. B. Jobe

K. V. Lindell - Asbestos
A. B. Marchant ‘

A. C. Smith -~ Pinderne

F. J. Solon, Jr.
Ivan Sabourin, Esq.-Montreal
Dr. G. W. Wright -~ Cleveland

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE

REPORT TO POLICY COMMITTEE | - F:
ON SECOND TEGAL TROBLENS SUB-COMNITTEE MEETING

D T,

'DATE AND LOCATION: January 14, 1969, at GHQ

PRESENT FROM THE LEGAL PROBLEMS SUB-COMMITTEE: Herbert Morton
Ball (Chairman); E. M. Fenner;,; C. L. Sheckler;

and R. R. Standel, Jr.

PRESENT FROM THE POLICY COMMITTEE: Herbert Morton Ball

bISCUSSiON: 1, Tomplait vs. Combustion Engineering, et al.

R. R. Standel, Jr., reported to the Committee on
the progress of the Tomplait asbestosis litiga~
tion, the trial of which is fo commence on
March 24, 1969, in Beaumont. Texas. The Com-
mittee was advised that it was imperative at
this time that a list of witnesses to appear

on behalf of Johns-Manville Producté Corporation
be prepared so that the witnessesmmiéﬁgjégi

interviewed, etc.




-2-
Mr., Standel reported that after conferring
with Travelers' local attorney in this matter,
the over-all legal approach determined upon
was to attempt to rebut ény argument by plain-
tiff that defendant Johns-Manville Products
Corporation was not concerned with the welfare
of the "workihg man'' by showing the many steps
that it had taken to improve working conditions
"health-wise" by cutting down dust concentra-
tion in the air, improved handling techniques,
etc., within J-M's own facilities. While such
'a showing would not resolve the fundament;l
legal question of whether or not J-M was negli-
gent in failing to extraﬁolate its knowledge
of certain of the health dangers present in its
mining, milling and planf facilities to the
employment situation of workmen such as plain-.
tiff (i.e. field industrial insulation applica-
tors employed by independent contractors and/or
Johns-Manville Sales Corporation's Contract
Units), it would have value in showing that J-M

was not heedless of the needs of workers where

the dangers were recognized by it. Accordingly,

strate what steps had been twk

dust, etc., in J-M's facilities
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Mr. Sheckler pointed out that it might be most
meaningful to make this demonstéation with respect\
to the steps taken in plants concerned with the
manufacture of industrial insulation products.
In this regard, he suggested that Tom Eaton would
. be very helpful and Messrs. Ball and Fenner concurred,
Daniel Gallagher was another person recommended for

interview in this regard. Other potential witnesses

were discussed by Messrs. Fenner and Sheckler.

Mr. Standel then stated that in view of these sugges-
tions he presently contemplated -the following list

of potential witnesses:

Personnel with Plant and Engineering Background:

T. H. Eaton Production Manager

D. H. Gallagher -~ Plant Manager, Long Beach Plant
J. Gartshore ~ Industrial Relations Manager,
Jeffrey Mine

Plant Manager - Jeffrey Mine

J. 0. Eby

Industrial Hygiene Program Personnel:

C. L. Sheckler - Manager, Occupational Environmental
Control
H. M, Jackson ~ Director of Industrial Relations

& Management Development

Industrial Insulations Division Sales Personnel:

R. A, Stapleton - General Sales Manager, Distribution
and Contracts
M. C. Parmley ~ District Manager, Houston District

Medical Personnel:

L TBA T AR
tha ‘attorheys

To be determined in conjunctiom, Wath?ths ‘s
abjee

of the other defendants involitec

«

tion. &

g
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Those people on the above list with whom the case

has not already been diécussed will be interviewed

in depth as to their relevant knowledge and suitability.

Rogers vs. Johns-Manville Products Corporation, et al,

Mr. Standel then formally advised the Committee

that a third common law asbestosis action (in terms

of those being primarily handled by the Office of
General Counsel) had been commenced in October of
1968, in Kané#scﬁty, Mo. The Johns-Manville defend-
ants have not yet filed their answer to this complaint
but have been in contact with the firm of Rogers,
Field & Gentry of Kansas City, Missouri, which is

handling the matter on behalf of Travelers,

Bill No. 707 - Massachusetts House of Representatives

This proposed Bill was introduced by Rep. David C.

Ahearn and provides:

"Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the con-
trary, no ducts for heating or air conditioning
which contains /sSic./ fiberglass inside shall be
rlaced in any building."

The Committee recognized that while the Bill did

not directly concern asbestos it involved a

related problem and was fraught with the risk

that its prohibitions might be extended to

encompass asbestos products.

that 1t was one of
General Counsel to

and accordingly he
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with the appropriate J-M responsibilities involved,
_including the Industrial Health, Public Relations
and.Government Departments, on behalf of this

sub-committee and the Office of General Counsel

e, //

R R. Standel, Jr

O b=

tRER

Jackson <"
Lanigan

Fenner - Finderne .
Sheckler~ Finderne
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PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL
ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATION

May 24, 1969

C. B. Burnett jﬁ
Herbert Morton Balléé?"’€L*

J. B. Johe .
K. V. Lindell - Asbestos ey
A. B. Marchant , i
Ivan Sabourin, Esg. - Montreal I
A. C. Smith - Finderne
F, J. Solon, Jr.
W. L. VanDerbeek -~ Finderne
Dr. G. W. Wright ~ Cleveland

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE

REPORT TO POLICY COMMITTEE

ON MEETING HELD IN LIEU OF FOURTH LEGAL PROBLEMS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING

It was determined by the Legal Problems Subcommittee that in lieu
of the meeting scheduled for May 20, 1969, a meeting of house
counsel of asbestos industrial insulation product manufacturers
would be held.

Such a meeting was held at J-M's GHQ on April 30, 1969. A list of
the parties attending is attached. (In addition, Milford Salney,
house counsel of U. S. Mineral Products Co. had intended to come
but was unable to make it).

The following members of the J-M Legal Problems Subcommittee were
in attendance: Herbert Morton Ball, C. L. Sheckler and R. R.
Standel, Jr. In addition J. B. Jobe of the Policy Committee was
present for part of the meeting and made a presentation.

Attached hereto is an Agenda of the meeting which indicates the
matters discussed.

The primary purpose of the meeting was to determine whether ox

not the house counsel of other manufacturers would be interested
in forming and joining an industry-wide legal problems committee.
The purpose of this committee would be to coordinate and maximize
the legal efforts of the various manufacturers in defending future
common law asbestosis and/or mesothelioma actions. The primary
emphasis would be on liaison and communication of developments,
coupled with the pooling of ideas.

All of the lawyers present indicated that they favored joining
such a committee on behalf of their clients. However, Messrs.
Beck (Fibreboard), Suhre (Bagle-Picher) and Morse (Keene Corp.)




stated that they could not commit their clients
but wou*c recommend affirmative action to them.

advis

It was
of the
subcommitt

us of their eclients' positions.

in fact develops.

/// j/aaoé,//

R. R. Standel, Jr.

cC:

W. P, S, Breese
E. M. Irenner

H. M. Jackson
C. L. Sheckler

- Finderne

N ey V———— ot

O

"off hand"
They will

recognized by all presenit that the ultimate structure
committee and the possibility of the formation of various
ees would depend upon the volume of litigation that
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AGENDA

MEETING OF HOUSE COUNSEL CF

- ASBESTOS INDUSTRIAL IY“"L\mTOK PROCLCT WMANUFACTURERS

AT COHNS-saNVILLE CORPORATION ON APRIL 30, 19Ty

Introduction and Coffee. (9:00 A.M.=9:15 A.M.)

Discussion of the Background of the Problem

of Asbestosis In the Incdustrial Insulation
Indusztry.

C. L. Sheckler, Manager, Accident Preven-
tion and Health Administration, Johns- } .
Manville Corporation ' (9:15 A.M.-10:30 A3L)

L o
Discussion of Present Industry Efforts to .
Cooperate with Organized Labor in Medical o
Research activities Dirscted Towards tae
Proonlem of Asbestosis.

J. B. Jobe, Vice President, Industrial

Divisions, Johns-~Manville Corporation (10:30 A.M.=-11:00 A.M.)

Discussion of Common Law Asbestosis Actions

Presently Pending. ‘ (11:00 A.M.=12:320 2.)
Lunch (12:30 P.M.=1:30 P.X.
Discussion of Industry-Wide Legal Committee

Approach.

(a) Possibility of Subcommitiees,

(i) '"Clearing House' Subcommittee
re common law asbestosis actions
in progress.
(ii) Mediczl and Scientific Subcommittees.
(iii) Legislative Subcommittee.
{(iv) Subcommittee to follow developments
in common law re product liability
generally, _ (1:30 P,M.~-4:00 P.M.)

Consideration of Possible Tormation of
Industry-%Wide Policy Committee.

Herbert Morton Ball, Vice President,
Secretary and Gemeral Counsel, Johns-~ »
Vianville Corporation (4:00 P.Y.-5:00 P.M.)



MEETING OF HOUSE COUNSEL OF
ASBESTOS INDUSTRIAL INSULATION PRODUCT MANUFACTURERS

AT JOHNS-aANV iLLi CORPORATION ON ariiL o0, 1969

HOUSE COUNSEL

Herbert Morton Ball
Jounns-Manville Corporation

Robert A. Beck
Fibreboard Corporation

Nevin L. Bitner
Armstrong Cork Co. Inc.

Dale X. Little
Combustion Engineering, Inc.

Robert Logan
Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp.

Richard C. Packard
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company

Richard R. Standel, Jr.
Johns-Manville Corporation

Walter A, Suhre, Jr.
Eagle-Picher Company

QUTSIDE COUNSEL

E. Judge Elderkin
Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison
(Counsel for Fibreboard Corporation)

Neil Morse

Chadbourne, Parke, Whiteside & Wolff
(Counsel for Keene Corp. - Baldwin-Ehret-Hill Div.)

JOHNS-MANVILLE NON-LEGAL PERSONNEL

J. B, Jobe
Vice President Industrial Divisions

C. Sheckler,
Manager, Accident Prevention and
Health Administration
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W. L. VAN DLERDELIT

1.

W. 1. Vandevhooek reportbed on progress Lo dale re o

dusl counts below TLV in Manville textile operation.

v ineg

The possibililty of making asbesotos tex

xtiles from asbeslos
paper was discussed. fThis would climinate dust-producing

spinning and carding operations. Vanberbeek to prepare

cost and feasibility data for manufacturing textiles in
Lhis manner.

VanDerbecek suggested that profitability study

should he made of Marshville Loxtile opoerations before

a decision is reached on installing coslly dust contirol
equipment.,

K proposed rovised corporale
Control Standards.

Dhwvirenmcotol

Tt will be studied and a final Advalt
propaved by a commitlee consisting of the menbnrs of

the Ervironmental Control Sub-=Committec, Dr. Wright and
llerbh Ball.

TVom ae TN
vanwoirhaoe
)

VanDerbeek distributed a report of fiher counts made

Lhe vicinily of a number of Johns-Manville location
including Manville and Jeffrey

in
S,

K. V. Lindell will announce at the next meeting of QAMA

that J-M plans to take dust counts at Thetford Mines.

Mr. VanbDerbeek and Dr. Wright reported on a program bLbeing
setoup by the Burenu of Occupational Safety and Wealth
oL the WS Dopartment: of el th, Fdueation

and Welflare
Lo conducl symbiont air

shwpling al aelected sites avound
Lhe United States for Lhe purpose of arriving at Federal
asbestos air pollution standards. Dr. Wright has heen
asked, along with Dr. Selikoff and others, to serve on

a committeae of experts to revicw these standards and has
agrecd to do so. ’

More ...
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Dy Waaht commeen el 10 M Bel kol and of hors are

ciphanicing cloe ron beraneapy g the ond Yovalid mothond
of cotmting 13 Y, becanse Lhey conlemd iU g« the sub-
micron cdised porliclens Lhnt eaqunoe | he wont harm,

Dr. Wright roconmondod

Lhat J-M undertalie animal experiments
Lo tesl this theory (

which he does not beliove is Lruoe)

Dr. wriqht also mentioned that he had seen

a copy of the
paper

on ashantos and health heing proeparcd Lor the
Surgcon Goneral's offica by BOSH, and Lhat it

said that
"Lthere is

no avidoence abt this Lime that ashestos/cement
pipe poscs a carcinogenic hazard. "

A, 13, F?]\l((ﬂi]\fill :
1. Ao BL Marchant recommended thab T not get involved

with tha TUD on a compiany-wide or hidustry-wide basis

re asbhostos/henlth.  IL was agqrecd Lhat J-M should strivoe

Lo communicate holtter on a local basis wilth the various

unions on whal it is that J-M is doing in thoe area of
covironmental control. J-M will identify and solve these

probloms in ils own plimts and wmines withoult any outside
help or assistunco.

Tvan Sahourvin agreed 1o commmicale this decision Lo
Dr. SclikofEC.

A. B. Maachant will relay it to the union
people.

Tt was decided that J-M will offer Lo take Dy, Sclikoff
on a tour of our Stocklon and Lompoc operations in the
near fature, and that we will open our Manville Plant to
hinm and olhers as seon as our present control programs
have been completed (in about two months) .

DR. GLIORGE W, wRcoHr

1.

Nalional Gypavm has exproessod a reluckanee Lo the goneral
public portion of the New Orleans health study. Present
plans call for the in-plant study to begin this year,

with the decision whether or not to undertake the yencral
public phase to be made at a lalter date.

More ..,
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K. v, Tiindny ) CXPresse ! e OPInien Lhal QANMA g
Lo approve the Necessary funds

but night weli do

unlikely
for the Project thjg year
O next Year,

ML Dorpar said that Johng
Pay for {he Fivst yoar of
approve:; money  fop

“HMarviile iy Le Willing g

I'he sLucly whother o hot QAkAa
Liwe Projoct,

J. B, Jon;

1. J. B. Jobe reported op recent: Acltivities of the Insulation
Induxtry Hygione Kesearceh Programn,

2. e wil) report on e status of funding of Lhe Praga g
for 1970, Present undorstanding is that (he Ashestosg
Workers Union anpq the Contraclory will provide Lhe entire
Cost beginning the first quarter of 197vg.

E. 1. sorom, an.
1. o J. Solon reported on Dr. Selikorrg Fecommendationg
re the neconsity of animal rescearch o deterinine the
healn clfects of waloy pass ing throua)y asbestos/ccmcnt
Pipe.  De, Wrioht wilg talk to . VL Liam Switn of
Fairleigh—Dickinson-and Perhaps othors about thig.
2. Solon roeported on developments to date re the 500n~to-
begin SPraying of {he World radoe Conter,
showod slides given him Ly Dy, Selikocf
being done O a new Wyl Street buildiy,
plastering contractor that will be doing

Hr. Sabourin
shnwing Spraying
g by the same
Lhe Center,

The deciaion Yas wmade that Jg-pm should not gct too heavily
inveolvog e Problogng MSBOCTod wi the World Trade

Conter, bat {hag the Policy Committee by Kept up o dal.e
on cIn‘\f\tﬁlcml)ua(fl)l.:;.

It wag hrought: oute that J-p does not favor

asbestos
SpPraying as 5 matter or policy,

3. Solon distributed a chart of upcoming modical moetings,

Moraeo



1.
Poliey Commit ..
Moot ing - n/14/00

4. Approval was given for
Lo Mo Femner's talk on
Depariment. delivered i
Atlantic City. '

the printing in bookl el form of
Lhe J-M Envivommental Control
n May belore oowedical group in

HERBERT JHORTON PALL

1, Efforts are continuing to persuada olther asbestos products
companias Lo agree upon

4 common outside legal counsel
to fight health liability cascs.

P J. Solon, Jr.

FJS/mvds
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PRIVIILZGED »ND CONFIDENTIAL
ATTORNEY-CLIZKT COMIMUNICATION

Augustlis, 1869

RN

C. B. Burnett
Herbhert lMorton Ball

J. B. Jobe *Q
K. V. Lindell - Asbestos - g
A. B. Marchant s : B
Ivan Sabourin, Esg. - Montreal sy -

A, C. Smith - Finderne =4

F. J. Solon, Jr.

W. L. VanDerheek - Finderne

Dr. G. W. Wright ~ Cleveland

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE

REPORT TO POLICY COMMITTEE
ON MEETING HELD I¥ L.EU OF LEGAL PROUBLE.WS SUB-COMMITTEE MELZTIXNG

It was determined that in lieu of the Legal Problems Sub-committee
Meeting scheduled for July 15, 1969, a second meeting of counsel

of ashestos industrial insulation manufacturers would be held.

Such meeting was held at the general headguarters of Johns-Manville
on August 12, 1969. The following companies (in addition to J=M)
were represented by their house counsel and/or outside counsel:

Armstrong Cork Co. Inc.

Certain~teed Products Corporation
Owens-Corning Fibkerglas Corp.
Fibreboard Corporation

Combustion Engineering, Inc.
Eagle-Picher Company

Unarco Industries, Inc.

Keene Corp. - Baldwin-Earet-Hill Div.

Herbert Morton Ball and the writer attended on behalf of the J=3
Legal Problems Sub-committee.

The morning portion of the program was devoted to a lecture by
Dr. Wright on asbestos and health problems. The purpose of this
presentation was to "hit home" to the group the seriousness of
the problem which confronts them. It appeared that Dr. Wright's
presentation had the desired effect.

After lunch there was a short discussion of the Tomplait case
(now settled) and the new case instituted in Beaumont (oy Vard
Stephenson, Esg., the same lawyer who represented Mr. Tomplait)
of Potter vs. Fibreboard Paper Products Corporation, et al.

We wWerc told tRhat Ir. Stephenson has insticuted a tolrd case

in which we are a named defendant, this time in Louisiana.

The bulk of the afterncon discussion was devoted to devising the
best means of handling these cases on an industry-wide basis.



Everybody seemed to favor the formation of an industry-wide
committee of house counsel and indicated a general desire to
cooperate in these matters. Further, the majority feeliing was,
that if the litigation in this area bLecomes as extensive as is -
anticipated the most feasible way to conduct the matter on an 3
industry-wide basis would be through the retention of a singleses
large "prestige" law firm. This firm would coordinate. legal”
activities on behalf of all of the companies in the-industry
and direct the conduct of the litigation by the Various local
counsel that would have to be retained in the different arezs
where individual suits are instituted from time to time. The
previous experience of the manufacturers in the electrical and
tobacco industries in using such an approach and the consider-
able success which resulted therefrom was discussed.

The essential concept underlying such an approach is that the
use of one law firm will result in: '

1. economies of administration of the defense; and

2. a more efficient and unified defense posture on the
part of all of the companies in the industry.

Such a law firm will develop expertise in handling the cases
{(which in large measure will be essentially similar) aand this
law firm will utilize its developed expertise to more quickly
and cheaply educate local counsel and direct the activities of
local counsel. Among other things, the law firm will develcp
such things as: '

1. memoranda of law and legal briefs which will be of
general applicability;

2, a library of legal and non-legal relevant information,
including the pertinent medical knowledge; and

3., a list of medical and other expert witnesses hest
qualified to appear on behalf of the defendants.

The firm chosen will have a sufficient number of "young lawyers”
to engage in the extensive legal research and brief writing that
will prove necessary if any significant number of cases do in
fact arise.

The fundamental thought is that the firm can perform these func-
tions on behalf of all of the companies in the industry and that
this will avoid a ten-fold duplication of effort and expense which
will result if each company has to prepare its own defense in each
case (and particularly if this must be done "from scratch' by
various local counsel in each action instituted from time to time).
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A basic problem is one of the allocation of the costs of such

an approach. r. Logan of Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corp. asked

if the people present were willing to participate on an equal-
sharing basis and the response was negative. The lawyers present
indieated that theyv would need some kind of formula to present

to their respective managements as to the percentage degree of . 4
each company’'s participation. No dollar figures can be present¥td
because it cannot be determined in advance how many law suits
will be instituted and where. A sharing formula based upon the
company's respective percentages of sales in the asbestos indus-
trial insulation industry was suggesied. I indicated that such

a formula based strictly on such an approach would not be accepi-
"able to Johns-Manville.

The group requested me to prepare a proposal in September as to
possible bases for the sharing of costs (assuming that such an
approach as discussed above will eventually De approved by the
respective managements). I agreed to do so, and indicated that

I would use as a starting point the respective sales oi the
various companies in the industry during the period 194C - 1969.
However, there will have to be considerable negotiation from
this point. Insofar as the smaller producers are concerned, the
hard truth is that in a given case in which they are named as 2a
defendant {(by the plaintiff) or as co-detendants (by one of the
companies named as a defendant) their legal fees, generally speak-
ing, would be about the same as those of a larger company also
named as a defendant in that case. That is, the expenses of
defending the case would be about the same to a company which
only contributed to 5% of the plaintiff's disease as to the com-
pany that contributed 40%. Accordingly, since the purpose of

the use of a single law firm is to minimize the costs of everyone
insofar as that particular case is concerned, all companies would
be benefiting equally vis-a-vis what it would have cost them to
defend the case individually, without regard to their respective
sizes. Therefore, an allocation of the costs of defense based

on respective percentages of sales would not be realistic,.

The difficulty in any industiry-wide approach is that the inter-
ests of the different companies are so diverse. For example,
Unarco Industries is no longer in the business and has changed
jts insurance carriers. Therefore, Unarco looks primarily to
its old insurance carriers to take over its defense burdens.

On the other hand, Owens-Corning, while one of the largest com-
panies involved, claims that it had a very small percentage of
the ashbestos industrial insulation market during the relevant
period. Further, Armstrong indicates that it has sold out its
business and does not know to what degree it has an indemnifi-
cation liability.

A further problem is presented by the fact that in large measure
the various insurance companies involved present a complicating
factor. 1In view of the retrospective rating aspects of the
insurance carried by the companies and the fact that expenses



v alm

actually incurred are in practice often charged back to the
insured with a "mark-up’ added, it is questionable whether the
presence of insurance companies in these cases is of net bene-
fit. The use of the type of counsel often employed by insurance
companies would not appear optimum here. The cases are too
important and too uniquely complicated. lMoreover, the writer
and several others present expressed the view that it would

be hetter if the defendant manufacturing companies could direct
the activities of local counsel directly or through a single

law firm without having to do so through the insurance companies.

A Committee composed of Eugene Anderson, Esqg., of the law firm
of Chadbourne, Parke, Whiteside & Wolff (counsel for Keene Corp.
-Baldwin-Ehret-Hill Div.); E. Judge Elderkin, Esq., of the law
firm of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison (counsel for Fibreboard
Corporation); and the writer, is to prepare a list of possible
law firms to handle this matter if such an approach is ratified
by the various managements.

L
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cc: W. P. S. Breese
E., M. Fenner - Finderne
Fred Ingham
H. M. Jackson
C. L. Sheckler
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W. L. VAN DERGBEWK

1.

W, 1. Vimderhoel reported on progroegs

to date re lowering
dust countg below TLV. in Manville Lo

xtile operation.

The pocsibility of making ashostos toxt s n (rRashiaatos
Papelr was discussed. fhis !X?ﬂ‘@;f' -
spinning and carding operations,§§§7 ;
cost wnd feasibility data forx "mumu £

this manner.

. ng
to prepare.

=TI e "'_‘
VanDerboek suagested that profitabilitystmty i
should he made of Marshville textilo operations bhefore

a decision»is rcached on installing costly dust control
ecquipmaent

AR T P, - R A en . P -~ -y - . 7 .3 PR i O Hpy
vuu:_-L.'!.L]JuQ)\ NTonosed rav isad cor sorate v ironmcntal
}

Control Standards. It will be studied and n final drafe

prepaved by a committen consisting of the membors of

the Environmental Control Sub-Committee, Dr. Wright and
Herb Ball.

VanDerbheek distributed a report of fiber counts made in
the vicinity of a humber of Johns-Manville locations,
including Manville and Jeffrey.

K. V. Lindell will announce at the next meeting of QAMA
that J-1 plans to take dust counts at Thetford Mines.

Mr. vVanberboeolk and Dr. Wright reported on a program being
set up by the Bureau of Occupational Safety and Mealth

of Lhe V.S, Dipariment of Health, Fducation
Lo conduct amhient ajr somplineg o
Lhe Unitoed S aten for Lhe

mnd Welfare
selected siltes aronned
purpose of arriving at Federal
asbonlos air pollution standards.  Dr. Wright has boen
asked, along with Dr. Selikoff and others, to serve on

a committee of experts to review these standards and has
agreed to do so. '

More ...

?RODU@&&
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Potiecy Commit !l :
w HMeeting - 8/16/00

Dr. Wriaht comwasnted that D, Sclikoff and others are

cphasizing eloclbron nmicroscopy s the only valid method
of counting fiber, beocause they contend it is the sub-
micron sized particles that cause the most harm.

Dr. Wright reccon

mended that J-M undertake animal experiments
to test this theory (which he does not belicve ig true).

Dr. Wright also mentioned that he had saen a copy of the
paper on anbentons and hoealth heing prepared forr the

Surgeon Gonoral's of fice by BOSIHL, and that: it said that
"there is no evidence ab this timg_th

23 sfcement " o
pipc poscs a‘carcinogunicAhazard.sfj"’ = :

A . L

A, B. MARC IANT

1. A. B. Marchant recommended that J-M N4y gat;invol&ggﬁﬁr
with the IUD on a compiny-wide or industry-wide basis
re asbostos/health., It was agread that J-M should strive
to communicate better on a local basis with the various
unions on whut it is that J-M is doing in the arca of
environmental control. J-M will identify and solve thesce

problems in jts own plants and mincs withoukt any outside
help or assistance.

Ivan Sabourin agreced to communicate this decision to

Dr. Selikoff. A, B. Marchant will relay it to the union
people.

2. Tt was decided that J-M will offor to take Dr. Sclikoff
on a tour of our Stockton and Lowpoc operations in the
near future, and that we will open our Manville Plant to
him and others as soon as our present control programs
have been completed (in about two months) .

DR, GEORGE W. WRTIGHT

1. National Gypsum has expressed a reluckanee to the gceneral
v public portion of the New Orleans health study. Present
plans call for the in-plant study to beqin this year,
with the decision whether or not to undertake the general
public phase to be made at a later date.

More ...

. PRODUYCED
JM - 83



-

BT, 3
Folicoy Copeanil 1o _
Mecting « 8715500

Ko Vo oinde D eumoroseed Lhe opinien that QAMA isg unlikely
to»apprnvc Lhey maceosainy Funds for tho sroject this year
but might well do so next yeor, ST

Mr. Durnoli eaid that Jdolms-—-ilanviile will e willing to ===

pay»for Lhoe livet year of Lhe ﬂLudv‘wthhcr or not QA@A:g;;
Approves money lor the pro jecl,

J. B, Jonrp

1. J. B. Jobe reported on recent 1ct1v1t1eaniﬁé Her Insulatlon
Industey Iygione Rescarch Progran.

2. He will report on the slatus of funding of the program

for 1970, DPreannt undaerstanding is that the Asbestos
Workers Undion and the conlractors will provide the entire
cost buginning the first quarter of 1970.

T I, SOLOM, (TR.

1. PooTL Solon reported on Dr. Selikoff's recomwendations
re Lhe neceasnity of animal research to deteriine the
healih offacts of water passing throudh asbestos/ccoment
pipe.  Dro o Wedioht will) talk to Dr. William Swmith of
Fairleiyb-Dickinson and perhaps others about this.

2. Solon reported on developments Lo date ra thoe
begin spraying of the World Trade Contor Mr.

A

soon=-Lo-
Sabourin
showaed alides given him by Dr. Sclikoff showing spraying
being done on a new Wall Streot building by the same
plastoring contractor that will be doing the Center.

The deriaion was made that J-M should not get too heavily
involved in the problons asasocialed with the World Trade

Conlear, bul that the Policy Commil Leo b kepl up to datoe
on doevelopuent s,

It was hrought out that J-M does not favor asbestos
spraying as a matter of policy.

3. Solon distributed a chart of upcoming madical mecetings.

PRO@U@{) More
M - 33
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4. Approvil was given for the printing in booklot form of

E. M. I'onmner'g talk on the J-M Environmental Control
DPepartment delivered in May before a medic
Atlantic City.

- e e

al group in

HERBERT MORTON_BALT,

1. Efforts aro continuing to pearsuade other asbeostog products_ﬁ.ﬂ
companios Lo agree upon a common outsﬁﬁ&afﬁg%3 é6dhseIf LN
to fight health liability cascs. p B e ”‘%ﬁizmtfigé

F. J. Solon, Jr.

FJds/mvds
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PUBLIC RESLAYLONS GUL-COMMITI TS
ENVLRONMENTAL 11EALTH TAS K FORCL
JUNI 2, 1970

ATTENDEES :

—..._..._._____-_-..._.

JF,. J. Solon, Jr. - Chairman

W. P. Raines '

M, M. Swetonic

Carl Thompson - Hill & Knowlton
Bert Goss " "

Jim Crllaghan " "

Raines reported on the May 27-28 hearings held by the New York
City Fnvironmental Protection Administration on the recently
established regulalions on sprayed -asbestos. Raines reported
that he bdieves the City plans eventually to completely ban the
use of asbestos in spraying. The thrust of questioning also
indicated the «city is concerned about the ‘use of asbestos in
all types of construction materials, even so-called bound-in
products, because of the “danger"of air pollution when the
building is eventually demolished. The use of fiber glass in
some applications, such as for duet lining, was also questioned.

The City's basic air pollution control code is being revised,
and will be ready for hearings by July 1. The Sub-committoe
agreed that J-M needs to develop a position on demolition by or
before that time. Thompson commented that there are existing

City regulations on demolition to rcduce dusts, but that asbestos
is nol specifically mentioned.

ACTION
Raines to contact City to determine what the next moves-

arc re demoliton and fiber glass, and to offer J-M ahd

NIMA coopoeration in the drafting of the new code. J-M
people such as Pred Pundsack, Md Fenner and Dr. Davison,
among others, could prove valuable in Lhis rogard. BRe-
ciwie of the very strong possibility that any codoe developed
in New York could be adopted by other cities, it is essential
that J~M and NIMA take a strong stand in the areas of
demolition and fiber glass. ' ™

Raines reported on a recent newspaper article describing a six
month “"crash study" being undertaken by the National Air Pollution
Control Administration to develop standards for asbestos pollution
control. Thompson commented Lthat this study is one of 17 similar



studics bedmg condae ! od Phoronghe e Mol dorrald

Ly Lhoe MAPCH, Salan said [hat he undeoersiood Mount: Sinai had
the contract to sludy the odr samples for NADPCA.

Actadtemy ot Seiencens

ACTION

Hill & Knowlton to ¢gelk more information on this particular
"crash study."

Congraossman

Ottinger, who is running for the Democratic nomination
for Scnator

of New York, testified al the EDPA hearings on asbestos.
e called for a Federal study of asbestos uses, including but not
limited to spraying, and attacked the Federal Government for its
failure to act faster in the area of asbestos air pollution.

ACTION

It was agrcoed that there is no benefit to be gained in
trying to sce Ottinger before the primary, but that it would
probably be a good move to arrange a mnceting with him

once it is over. (Political observers generally think that
Ottinger will lose the primary and will probably not be able
to run for his Congressional seat in November. However,
Ottinger is a smart politician and will most likely, in one
way or another, remain active on the political scene.)

"In recent months, numerous people, including Ralph Nader, in
commenting on the asbestos/health problom have quoted from the
so-called Litton Report as Lo a "potential worldwide epidemic
of cancer from asbestos oxposure." This quote is taken from
the "Summary & livaluation" scction of the report. This section
was not accepted by HEW, which sponsored the study, and was .
not included in their published version of the report. The
Department of Commerce, however, published the entire report
including the "Summary & Evaluation® scction, and it is this
version which is being conlinually guoted.

ACTION

"
Raines to draft a brief statanent explaining that the
guote was not accepted by the Foederal agency sponsoring
the roport, and quolking Dr. Wright (from the soon-to-heo-
published "Today's Health" article) to the effect that the
man upon whose work the Litton quote is based (DPr. J.G. Thomps
is analarmist." This statement will then be submitted to



Do

PDro Coorae Waghl Toe hiis joview, PEoapsprrovvesl, 0t will

bo used in countoring the LilLon quota, which is boing used
more and more,

The Underwriters Laboratory, which approves insulation waterials
for fireproofin«g, has scheduled a mecting on June 17 to look into
the health aspects of ashcstos-containing insulations.

ACTION

Bill Raines to attend this mecting togctho%gwith J-M's
listed rcpresentative, Bob Neisel of the R@search Dept.

Plans for the establishment of a U.S. Asbestos Informaticn
Committee were discussed. It was - agreed that the organization
and objectives of the US-AIC should be based upon the highly
successful British AIC., Tt was also agreed that for purposes
of seed in rebultting erroneous statements in the press and
elsowhere, it is essential that there be a small (two or three
man) commiltee authorized to make such statements. It was also
agroed that coxperts in various arcas of the asbestos problem,
such as Dr. Wright, Fred Pundsack, Ed Fenner and other people
from member companies, should be available as “technical
consultants" to the US-ATIC. Solon has discussed the basic plan
with K. V. Lindell and they have agreed that C. B. Burnett should

advise on those companies to be invited to join us in an AIC
effort,

NCTION

a) Solon to confer with II. M. Ball as to legal ramifications

of setting up such a Committee,

b) Swctonic to prepare membership list of major asbhestos
trade associations, such as Ashestos Cement Products
Association, Asbestos Textile Institute, and National
Insulalion Manufacturers Association.

c)

Thompson to supply organization of British AIC as model
for US-AIC.

d) Swetonic to collect samples of types &f rebuttal

activities which have been carried on so successfully
by the British AIC,.

e) Solon to present proposed plan to upcoming Policy
Committee meeting.



PROCOSATL,
Y . Asbeslos Intormation Comni Lioc

Purpose

l. Provide an authoritative channel

of communication
to all publics. pe

STV

2. Publicly rebut uninformed criticism.

3. Propagate the benefits and indiépensability.of ,
asbestos through advertising, publicity, speeches, etc.

Formation Procedure

l. Four companies to be founding members - all major
manufacturers of asbestos-baced products. Additional
companics can be invited to join after organization
and initial activities are under way..

2. C. B. Burnett to calil formation meeting at which
purpose to be explained and organization formed.

Candidate comvanies:

Johns-Manville .-
Cartain-teed i
Raybestos-Manhattan -~
Flintkote '

National Gypsum
Ruberoid

Philip~Carey

3. Officers of A.I.C. (each an officer of a founding
company) :

a. Chairman
L. Vice Chairman
<. Volting moembior
d. voting wmewnber
e. Sccrctary

Plus Legal Counsel.

(The Sccretary should be the public relations
Officer of his company).
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Adwinistrative Committee

- will carry on day-to-day
activities of the AIC.

Menmbers:

a. Secretary of AlC. T
b. Environmental Control reprcsentatlve.

This commitlece will consult with the oILJccra, or

with madical, legal or public relations comsultants
as the scecreotary deems ncees 5ary.

Activities

1.

~

Promptly answer unjustified or uninformed criticism

of the cffects of asbestos uses as it relates to
asbestos-health. '

Prepare and place advertisements and press material

pointing up the indispe n¢db111ty of asbcstos in
coensumer and industrial uses

Counscl on and arrange for communicotion with

various intercsted groups - i.e., local, state,
Federal government. ‘

Prepare and distribute codes of Practice for the
safe handling of asbestos in various industries.

Prepare and distribute "position papers" on such
subjects as:

a. Asbestos and llealth

b. Asbestos and the General Public

C. Uscs of Asbestos, stressing indispensability

d. Rescarch in asbestos=health and such other
subjects as the ALC believes advisable.

Preparve, produce and distribute such asbestos-healih
cducational films as are thought necessary.

"W
e



Activitios {(Continued)

7. Commuhicate with and inform other inter

ested groups
such as:

SOPE N

a. Asbestos Textile Institute v o
b. Asbestos-Ceoment Products Associstion

€. National Tnsulation Manufacturexrs Aq5001at10n
d. American Institute of Architects

e. Consulting Engincers, etc.

- —— ——

: 8. Answer inquiries from various publics on asbestos,

i asbestov products, asbestos-health.

i

i 9. Maintain a public relations Tibrary on asbestos-

f ‘health and distribute items of )ntergst to member
companies and other organizations.

: Meetings

|

I _ AIC officers everv 8 to 10 weeks on policy matters and to

check general progress of activity.

Administrative Committee: As required.

Financesg

i Aan amual budget to cover advertising and public relations
1

expenses should bo prepared with support shared by member

companies in proportion to the dollar.value of asbestos
used by cach company.

Y e o

Py

raima
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REFPORT OF MEETING ABSENT: A, B. Marchant

Dr. T. H. Davison
POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE

AUGUST 17, 1970

F. L. PUNDSACK )

1. F. L. Pundsack reported on a four bPage summary of fiber
glass health problems prepared‘by his deparfment and
presented to the National Insulation Manufacturers
Association (NIMA) Health & Safety Committee by
C. L. Sheckler. The summary was prepared in response
to a request by NIMA for Pundsack to appear before the

Health & Safety Committee.

The summary concerned the work of threce researchers --

br. Davis at Cambridge, England; Dr. Smith at Fairleigh
Dickinson; and Dr. M. F. Stanton of the National Cancer
Institute. Dr. Davis produced large spreading granulomag
in test animals with two types of fibrous glass, including
insulation glass.  The preparation of the samples for
injection, however, favored the smaller, more easily

respirable fibers.

Dr. Smith produced mesotheliomas with micro-quartz, but

none with insulation glass. Dr. Stanton used fiber glass



»

pads to hold crocidolite asbestos in the pleura of the
test animais. In the control group, which had only the
pad inserted, no mesotheliomas were produced. A ground--
up pad‘produced one mesothelioma in 3era£s. Insulation
glass produced no mesotheliomas. Pul?erized AA glass
fiber produccd one mesothelioma. Dr. Stanton's results:
showed that low concentrations of crocidolite did not

produce disease in the test animals, while high concentrations

did.

In response to a question, Dr. Wright commented that the
amount of fibrous glass and asbestog used in such pleural
injection experiments is probably thousands of times
greater than any a human being would be exposed to under

the worst occupational conditions.

J-M has arranged for Dr. Stanton to continue his animal
experiments using varying concentrations of Jeffrey Mine
chrysotile. He will also continue experimenting with

fibrous glass of various types.

Dr. Stanton has asked Fred Pundsack to write Dr. Carl Baker,
Technical Director of the National Cancer Institute,
indicating the importance of this research work to the

-

asbestos and fiber glass industries. Stanton is attempting



to obtain more test animals for his dose relationship
work, and he feels that such a letter might help. The

Policy Committee agreed that the letter should be written,

3 L

Pundsack read thebcaution label contain?dipn:ihe Cabot
Corporation product, “Cabocil". 1In a c011ta§%._miv§t};",§;l:lle
Director of Technical Services of Cabot, Pun&sack lgarned
that the company considexs Cabocil a nuisance dust and

is not particularly concerned about its possible health
effects. According to Cabot, animal experiments with the
material produped no lasting effects, and men who have

worked with it for as long as 12 years likewise showed

no adverse effects.

H. M. Ball commented that J-M should reexamine the wording
of its present warning labels in light of the new scientific

knowledge we have gained over the past few years.

Pundsack reported that he, E. M. Fenner and Bill Reitze
have discussed the possible termination in October, 1971,
of J-M's involvemeﬁt in the InSulation Industry Hygiene
Rescarch Program (IINRP). The program had certain specific
projects and goals when it was organized inAl968, and the
majority of these have been accomplished. Bill Reitze
feels that after Ehe first of the year there will be no
need for him to spend full time on the program. Pundsack

recommehded that Reitze contihue full time only until



the first of the year, scrve on an cight days a month

basis until June of 1971, and leave the program completely

after that time.

J. B. Jobe commented that if the Nafibhal-lnsulation i“*ﬁ
Contractors Association (NICA) agrees at théif;ﬁ;tional

o
meeting in Octobef to support the IIHRP on a 1l¢ pex
employee work hour basis, it might be to J-M's advantage

to have Reitze continue in his ‘position at Mount Sinai

as a source of contact.

It was agreed that the decision on our IIHRP relationship
will be made at the November Policy Committee meeting --

after the NICA national meeting,

Pundsack reported that J-M is investigating potential

natural sources of asbestos in the ambient air.

A map is being developed showing ocutcropings of serpentine
and amphibole rock throughout the United States that could
be subject to natural erosion and weathering. 1In additién,
J-M is working through the Officc of Polar Projects of

the National Academy of Scicnces to obtain dated samples

of glacial ice for analysis to determine if a background
level of asbestos fiber or fibrils existed in the atmosphere

500-1000 years ago. An examination of glacial ice from

the State of Washington dating back to 1925 revealed



fibrils present. A similar examination of Greenland

ice from 1909 is currently underway.

Dr. Wright commented that it is extremely important to

establish a national background level for asbestos in
33\- ,
order to set realistic ambient air stgndards. Such

standards, obviously, c¢annot be made }ower$than the i

e

ot IR

existing normal background level. ;} .

J. B. JOBE

1. J. B. Jobe reported on the recent survey of J-M micro-
fiber customers in which the Celite Division sent a five-~
part questionnaire to 16 users. Answers received show

. only three customers usc the product dry, while 13 use

it in a wet slurry. Fourteen customers reported dust levels
as being low or very low. Two reported low to medium.
The only persistent complaint from the customers was of

skin irritation among their employees.

Johnson & Johnson, one of the customers queried, wanted

mofe information on the potential hazards of micro-fibers.

At a necting with Johnson & Johnson, Dr. Wright told them
that experiments performed by Drs. Grbss and Davis on micro-
fibers showed that the large size fibers used by their
company were not capable of producing disease in test

animals. The J & J people were relieved and satisfied.



Mr. Burnett»commented that J-M could pre-wet micro-fibers at
‘the plant before shipping to ensure safety in bag opening.
Fenner reported that some tests had already been made on this.
Burt Jobe to look into the matter further.

Dr. Wright said that he has lopkediat X-rays of mictoniber

-2

—ar

workers, and had found some abnormaPities. N

y
E. M. FENNER

1. E. M. Fenner reported on varioﬁs changes made in scheduling
plant industrial hygiene surveys to make more effective use of
time and manpower. Certain locations, such as Jeffrey Mine,
are now being surveyed on a continuous basis; others twice

. or four times a year, others yearly or once every two years.
This new system permits the Environmental Control Department

to conduct special surveys as situations require.

2. Fenner reported on a meeting of the NAPCA Bureau of Air
Quality Criteria that he and Dr. Speil attended recently
in Durham, N.C. The purpose éf the meeting was to develop:
methods for sampling and measuring asbhestos concentrations
in the ambient air. Besides Johns-Manville, representatives
of three NAPCA air sampling sub-contractors attended the
meeting. Each sub-contractor reported on its methods and
results of sampling. Three of the four in attendance,
including J-M, gave results in terms of weight of fiber.

The California State Department of Health gave its results,



which were extremely low compared to J-M findings, in
terms of fibers per cubic meter of air. The decision was
made at the meeting to set up a sample collecting station
in rural North Carolina. The samp;QSvcollected, which
will ideally all be exactly the saﬁé;vyill be sent to the
3 v
three sub-contractors and to Johns-Manville.for clectfdg

microscope analysis. The purpose of this program is to

determine how the various measuring techniques compare with

one another.

Mr. Burnett said that J-M should also examine the NAPCA
sample using the same techniques we use for our in-plant

surveys to see if any comparisons can bhe drawn between ambient

air and occupational exposures,

Fenner said his department plans to begin looking at our
in-plant samples with both a light and electron microscope
for comparison purposes. This is presently being done

with our ambient air samples.

Dr. Wright has proposed a project for sampling ambient air
at certain specified distances from J-M operating locations.

Fenner and Dr. Wright to get together to work out a program.

DR. GEORGE W. WRIGHT

-

1. Dr. Wright reported on progress thus far in the deliberations

of the committee set up by NAPCA through the Naticnal Academy



of Scicneen Lo study Uhe problon of asbestos in the wmmbicont

air. Dr. Wright said indications are the committee will

probably recommend interim controls on emissions into the
ambient air. These controls will not be in the form of an
ambient air TLV, and will be in effect only through 1972,

when the full report of the committee is due.

Dr. Wright asked if J-M could provide infof&ation for the
committee on the concentrations of BEM and light rnicroscope-
sized particles in the neighbofhood of J-M plants, and also
information on the concentrations that might exist if controls
were not in effect at those plants. It was agreed to provide

as much of this type of information as is available.

Dr. Wright also commented that NAPCA representatives on the
committee were convinced at first that asbestos was an extremely
serious hazard to the general public, but now feel that perhaps

the situation is not as bad as they had thought.

Dr. Wright reported on the current status of the BOSH

recommendations for a Federal occupational TLV.

Dr. Wright recported on a meeting of the Committee on
Occupational Pulmonary Discases of the Awerican College of
Chest Physicians held recently in Corning, N.Y., to discuss
possible hazards of fibrous glass. Dr. Skippers, who

was scheduled to deliver a report on these hazards, did

not show up. Dr. Cralley said that BOSH is getting



inquiries daily on fibrous glass, and that he felt it
would be a good idea if a statement éould be produced on
the subject. BOSH will not prepare-such a statement.

The decision was made to place more;%ibfous glass experts
on the Occupationél Pulmonary Diseases Committee: to

discuss the subject further and develop such a statement.

. Dr. Wright reported on recent experiments in which Dr.
Marvin Kushner had test animals inhale particles of ground-
up polyurethane foam. Nothing happened to test hamsters,
but two out of 26 rats which were exposed to high doses
of foam dust developed lung cancer, and one out of a
similar group exposed to low concentrations of the same
material also developed lung cancer. Dr. Kushner is‘
presently trying to play down the importance of this
experiment, because he bought the foam from a store and
is not sure what contaminant materials might be in it.

A committee from the plastics industry ié looking into the
matter. Dr. Wright agreed to send what material he has .

on the subject to F. L. Pundsack.

IVAN SABOURIN

1. Ivan Sabourin proposed that he personally visit prominent
asbestos/health experts throughout the world for the

purpose of collecting statements from them to the effect



that, at this'time, the asbestos/health problem is by no
means as serious as it once was and that it is, in fact,

either completely‘under control or is fast coming under

control. e

@
k)

Mr. Burnett agreed that this project has considerable merit
and should be carried out. Mr. Sabourin-to prepare an

itinerary and cost estimate so the project may be started

as soon as possible.

F. J. SOLON, JR.

1.

F. J. Solon, Jr. reported on a meeting held recently at

Mount Sinai with Mike Kitzmiller and Nancy Matthews of

. Congressman Richard Ottinger's staff to give them the true

facts on asbestos/health. Ottinger has made misleading
comments and statements on this subject during his successful
primary campaign for the Senate. Also attending the meeting
were Dr. Selikoff and Dr.Heimann from Mount Sinai, Mr. Kramer
of the legal section of the New York City Environmental
Protection Administration, Mr., Hutchinson of the Asbestoé

Workers Union, and F. L. Pundsack, F. J. Solon, Jr., and

W. P. Raines of J-M.

Solon read excerpts from the meeting, which indicate that
Ottinger's people are not convinced asbestos is not a

public health hazard, and that the Congressman would continue



his attacks on asbestos if he felt that it was necessary
Aand if there appeared to be political advantage in doing so.
At the meeting, Solon pointed out to Kitzmiller that it

was despicable practice to use a stricly occupational
problem to frighten the general public about a danger"bf
lung cancer to them. Kitzmiller's replg: “Mr. Solon,

I don't agree with you. We'll continue to scare them,

you have every right to try and calm them down!"

2. Solon distributed a list of upcoming meetings. Two

additional meetings were noted:

Sept. 15-23, 1970 - London, England
International Symposium on Inhaled Particles

and vapors

(to be attended by Dr. Wright)

Sept.- 23-27 - Cagliari, Sardinia
Subconmittee of Permanent Commission of
International Association on Occupational Health

(to be attended by K. V. Lindell and Ivan Sabourin)

F. J. Solon, Jr.

FJS/mk
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POLI CY COMMITTEE MEET"ING
FYAVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE
OCTOBER 19, 1970
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F, L, TUNDSACK

1, F, L, Pundsack reported on Ralph Nader's recent charges that asbestos,
fiber glass, diatomaceous earth and other substances are being used as
additives in cigar tobacco, Approximatély 5-10 per cent by weight of
homogenized tobacco loaf consists of diatomacecous earth, which is used
as an additive because it increases combustion and aroma, and produccs
a more stable ash, A total of approximately 300 tons of diatomaceous
earth is sold to the cigar industry each year for this purpose, J-M

sclls around $0 tons.

Tests were conducted at Research on the ash from ﬁ number of popular
cigar brands to determine (1) if the diatomaceous earth used as an
additive converts to quartz or cristobolite, and (2) if asbestos or any
other additives are also used. The results indicated that the diatoma-
ceous earth did not convert, and that asbestos is not used, although
there was evidence of glass fiber being used as an additive in White
Owls and Phillies Sports. This information was relayed to the General
Cigar Company, which had contacted the J-M Cclite Division about Nader's

charges.

¥, J. Solon, Jr. reported that Dr. Selikoff became involved in the

matter when Nader contacted him on the recommendation of Cuyler Hammond,



Dr, Selikoff's comments on the situation provoked the lresident of
General Cigar Co., who is a trustece of Mount Sinai, A meeting was
held at which General Cigar agreed to gigngr. Selikoff a grant of
from $50-150 thousand to conduct reseaf§h¢into cigar additives, This

large grant fell through and a much smaller grant is being conéidered.

ey

J-M has obtained 15 samples of dated polar ice-from North Greenland
and from the Antarctic ice cap to determine if ashestos existed in the
ambient air before asbestos was developed commercially. The samples

.

date back to 1750, A 1909 sample from noxth Creenland tested earlier

did contain asbestos.

The study of Federal and state geological surveys to determine possible
natural‘sources of asbestos in the ambient air is nearing completicn.
Thusfar, 28 states have been surveyed and all contain eitlier serpentine
rock formaf:ions or asbestos deposits, Most, but not all of these

sources, are on the surface, This study is expected to be completed

by November 5, ]

J-M is one of five institutions participating in a National Air
Pollution Control Administration program te ecvaluate metliods for
measuring asbesﬁos dust concentrations in ambient air. Samples of
rural air, urban air near a contamination source, and urban air away
from a possible contamination gource have been collected by NATCA and
will be sent to J-M and the other institutions, includivg Mount Sinad
and the HEW Center in Cincinmati, for measurcment by both light and

electron microscopy. J-M has not yet received its samples,



The J?H program fo test municipal water systcms using asbestos~cement
pipe for asbestos content ig continuing, The results to date show:
very low concentrations of asbestos xcleased from thc plpe. F, L.
Pundsack and Dr. George Wright will meet to dlScu°S the p0331b111Ly5

of sponsoring an epidemiological study of gautra-xntcstlnal canceﬁ?/

in a municipal area where asbestos-cement pipe has been in use for
many years,

Pundsack commented on. the final reporL of the rhiladelphia Ad loc
Committee investigating the hazards of sprayed asbestos. The committee,
consisting of a number of highly~regarded doctors, architeccts, members
of industry, cte., recommended that asbestos-containing spray compounds
be banned in the city of Philadelphia. The reasoning given in the
report was that thern is no 1cvel‘be1nw which ashastos has heen

demonstrated to be safe.

Pundsack said this constitutes a growing problem., The committee was
not a "witch'hunting“ type of group, yet they felt that a ban was
best. Pundsack recommended that J-M marshal all the data possible
on this subject, because we are going to be faced with more and more

of these situations in the future.

Dr, Wright said that this §ituation points up the need for more research

in the arca of asbestos air pollution. le also said he had received a
letter from Jesse Lieberman, a Philadelphia hicalth official and member
of the Ad lloc committee, asking for his commwents as to a safe level in

buildings already erected which contain asbestos-insulated plenums,



Dr, Wright rccommended 1 fiber per cc as a lé%el;v He further

o
e

commented that if such a level is adopted, tHe spray contractors

~in Thiladelphia will have grounds for going to the;city and asking

that asbestos spray be permitted if the accepted lewel is maintained,
C. B, Burnett recommended that an attempt be made through our contacts
with the city of Philadelphia to obtain a list of buildings containing

asbestos-insulated plenums so that J-M can do dust counts,

J. B. JOBE

1'

J. B. Jobe reported on a meeting held with Owens-Corning to discuss the

~ healih fund proposal which was to be presented by the Asbestos Workers

Union to the National Insulation Contractors Association in Dallas, It
was agreed f:0 support the proposal, but at a lower per hour figure than
that recommended by the union. In addition, it was agreed that J-M

and 0-C would support limiting the uvse of the fund to develop safety
practices for om-site work only, and that the fund be administered by

a joint union-contractor group, and not by the union alone, The proposal
was acceﬁted in principal by NICA at the Dallas meeting and referred to

regional groups for their approval.

Fiber glass was not mentioned by either D, Sclikoff or Union Iresident

Al Nutchinson during their speeches at the Pallas meeting.

J-M will continue to support the research activities of the NIMA Health
and Safety Committee. NIMA is preparing a recommended program for
future resecarch, which they will submit to their membership (including

J-M) for approval,



C, L., DURNETT, J., B, JOBE, ¥, L., PUNDSACK

1.

The Insulation Industry Hygicne Research Progrﬁﬂris enteringﬂitaf}

s‘v.. pes S

By e
third year of operation, and is scheduled to aa in October, 1971,
There is little in the way of dust counts or field work going on any

more, Pundsack reconmended that Bill Reitze work for ITHRP only on a

‘limited basis after the first of the year, and be phased out complctely

by the first of July,

Pundsack to discuss this with Dr. Selikoff in the near future.

IVAN SABOURIN, T, J. SQLON, JR,. DR, G, W, WRIGUT

1.

Solon. reported on progress to date in the formmtioﬁ of an Asbestos
Information Committee/North America. Eight companies will found

ie!  J-M, Certain-teod, CAT (Ruboreid}, Flintkete, Raybestos, Maticual
Gypsuwm, Philip Carey, and Woodward Iron (CAPCO). An organization
meeting has been scheduled for November 5. A senior officer and g
public relations representative from each company have been asked

to attend, A prospectus has been developed by J-M and sent to each

conpany.

Ivan Sabourin recommended that eventually the organization should be
expanded to include miners of asbestos, as well as manufacturers.

lle also said that the chairman should play an active role in the work
of the Committee, and that, because of the large amount of work that

needs to be done, a full-time sccretary is needed.

Dr, Wright commented that in order for the Conmittee to have significant

stature, the members should be high ranking officials in their own

companies, He also said that an important function of the Committee



will be to inform the member companics, wany -of which have not been

S

very active in the heglth problem, of what i§ going on.

H, M., Ball recomuended that it would be advisgl‘% f%nga lawy:cr:l',,!ﬁ
: WA ot By

be in attendance alk all Committec meckings.

¥, J. SOLON, JR.

1. Solom outlined the asbestos-spray situvation as it exists today, and
distributed a memo from the lublie Relations Sub-Committee pointing
out the scrious dangers developing in this area, and the need for a

reevaluation of our position regarding asbestos-spraying and demolition,

C. B, Burnett rccommended that a program be undertaken immediately under
the dircction ol PFundsack and Jjobe to lisc all usbesios-~coutyining
materials used in high-rise construction, and to develop recormendations

for their safe use and demolition.

Mr, Burnett further recommended that J-M should actively participate
in every phase of the asbestos-healtl situation that could adversely

affect the use of asbestos or asbestos~containing products.

2. A list of upcoming medical meelings was distributed and discussed. "In
the future, copies of the meeting list will be sent out in advance of
the regular Tolicy Comnmittce meeting so that Committec members can add
to the iist any nmeetings of which they are aware, amnd also notify us whether

they or someone else from the company will be attending.

DR, GEORCE W, WRIGHT

1. Dr. Wright reported on the International Symposium on Inhaled Particles

and Vapors, held in London Sept, 15-23, and on the meeting of the



Subcommittece of Permanent Commission of the International Association

t

%

on Occupational Health, held in Sardinia, Italfj ”y

Sept. 23-27.
Among the findings reported at the London meeting were the following

a) A scientist From Poland reported no asbestosis'cases among
2,200 shipyard workers in Poland,

b) Dr. Gibbs from Canada reported that he found the concentrations
of trace metals in asbestos Lo be higher in short fibers than
in long fibers, and higher in processing mills than in textile
plants,

c) Dr. Paul Gross reported finding large numbérs of free fibers
in the lungs of people living in Pittsburgh, liis figures ranged
from a low of 15,000 to a high of 380,000 fibers per gram of
dried lung tissue, A six~year-old child had 89,000 fibers.

d) A doctor investigating surface phenomena found that regular
asbestos reacts differently from ground-up asbestos, and that .
chrysotile becomes more active as it heats up,

e) A doctor from Czeckoslovakia reported that 5 per cent of factory
workers exposed to asbestos for more than 10 years showed pleural'
calcification. A random sampling of relatives of these WOrRers
also showed 5 per cent calcification, and 1,2 per cent of
people Living from 2 to 24 kilomerers away from the factory

studied also showed calcification,

The purpose of the Sardinia meeting was to develop a set of recommenda-

tions for sampling environments. The Subcommittee decided on the membrane



collector and the thermal percipitator as the best method. The

SubcommltLec also attempted to adopt a untveraal‘;fandard for‘readlng
X-ray films, and for a diagnosis of asbestosis. These standards were
not resolved, Dr. Steve liolmes reported at the meeting he found that

clectron-microscope sized fibers ran anywhere from 54 to 8,000 times

the number of light sized fibers in the same sample,

IVAN SABOURIN

1,

Ivan Sabourin reported on a meeting of the International Association
for Research on Cancer, which was held in Lyon, France, The IARC was

formed to take the place of the UICC, which is ceasing operations.

¥, J. SOLON, JR.
FJS/rg
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F. L. PONDSACK

1. . L. Pundsock reported on o mecting held with Dr. Selikoff:
to discucs various aspects of J-M'c involvement in the
Insulation Industry Hygicne Rﬁﬂcarch Program. Dr. Selilioff
agreed with the decision reoched ol ithe last Policy;Cﬁwmjtten
meeting that Bill Reitze sghould begin withdrawing gradually
from the ITHRP, starting Jonuvary 1. He will be évailable
to the progrom two days a woeelr for the first quairter of Tl he
yeay, one day a week during the sccond quarter, and aftor
July 1, 1970, he will no longer be available on a reqgular
basis. Neitse is currently worﬁing with Duncan Iioladay
on a dust prevention and control work procedures manual

for insuvlation workers and contraciLors.

With regard to the J-M sponsored study of 1he bhiological
aflecls ol micro-parliclos, e, Setbitoll agreed Lo swhnil
a written status report on the program. J- has not yel
recei&cd this report. On January 14, Dr. Sclikoff will
hold a seminar at HMount Sinai for J-M personnel on the

progress of this project.
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At a meeting on December 2, the Notional.-Insulation

Manufacturcrs Ascsociation agrecd Lo sponsor a. study by

Dr. Paul Cross on the animal inhalatié% ofl@x?remcly fine v
glass f{ibers. J-M har agreed to prepare tﬁéyfibér for

the study. Pundsack commented that while extremely fine
Liber cxists only in vory caelld quontitiﬁs in ceomereial
insulation glass, these fibers are the most likely to

cause digesse, and if Dr. Gross' study shows no problem

using only such oxtremely fine Uibors, then ve know there

is little to worry about.

Dr. Gecorae Wricht commentod thal tho cuestion about small
sized fibers is being raiscd in some medical cireles, and

that it would be prudent for us to have an answer.

Dr. Wright also said thal Dr. Williom Smith of Fairleigh

Dickinson has submitted a proposal to the IORH for a study
of animal cxposure to both asbestog and fiber glass in the
plural cavity, but that the proposal has been deferred by

the JT0O1IT.

Dr. Wright said that he had asked NTMA if it was interested
in co-sponsoring this study with the IOEH. NIMA showed
interest, and a full proposal will be submitted shortly.

The study would run 4 years and cost a total of $270,000.



Pundeack dictyvilbuted an inventory of 60 ashestos proiucls

used in the construction industry. This listing was

prepared to

ar
i
n

ssist J-1 in determining. the possibility

of ashestos being allowed to encape dnto the ambient air .
o wrr'
during demolition. v

o
J-M has made arrangemnonls with the city of Philadelphia
to take dust counts at three demolition sites in the city.
Counts will be taken up-wind and down-wind of the sites,
and reeutls corvelated with the type and location of
demolition going on. The swmaples will be analyzed by
hoth lidght nnd 2lactron micrasennss Taute Al +the Firct

demolition site are scheduled to begin within a few weeks,

Laboratory studies will also Le conducied on various
aspecfs 0f demolition, including iwpaclt and fracturing,
as well as the handling of demolished materials. “Thesc
studics will not boegin until the field work has been
completed, so that more realistic laboratory conditions

can be sot up.

It was agrecd that both still and motion picture documen-
tation of the various aspects of the field demolition work

should be obtained for futurce use.



Dic Wrlaht commoentad Lhat presently the Pederal Goveramont

is paying more abtention o problems involved in demolition
than any other aspect of the conmunity ashestos-health
pProbleuw.

.

R

h. C. Swith comnuted that, controry to the popular con-
ception of denolition, the materials removed from a building

are handled vory cavefully so ‘ag not Lo decrcase their
salvage value by damdge.  This includon the boilers of
a building, as well as the strucinral steecl wembers, both

of which arc covered, in mony ceses, with ashestos-contain-

.
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in the public conception of demolition, would never be

used on lthesc valuable, zalvageable parnt

S

.

Dr. Wright conmented thot he would relay this inforwalion
to the HAPCA oificials who have heen so concorned about
asbestos demolition, and recommend to them that they take
a closer look at the actunl process before arriving at

wfownded conclusions about the possible public danger.

DR. GEORCE V. WRTGITT

1. Dr. Wright rcported that he had recently talked to Dr. HMarcus
Key, head of the Bureau of Occupational Safoty and llealth
{(BOSII), HIEW, who informed him that the DRureczu had scttled

on a Faederal "IV of five fibers per cc for' in-plant conditionsz.



The ropovi icoosmmendineg {his PLY will bhe sont within

the noexlt 3-4 weeks to the NOSH Arbestos TLV committec,

of which Dr. Wright is a membor, for confirmation.

Dr. Wirigbht =»id that he belicves that the 5 fiber loevel
I S v

will Db accoptied by the conmitloee, willylthe possible

cree)lionig of Tl Gelilio s

A general discouzcion then took ]?].:1;-u; on vhat J-p's
reaction shoald he to such a Fedoral wLV.  Prasent J-M
standarde call for the wearing of yespirators only above
12 Libews per cc. Recouse the full deinils of the Federal
stondard arve not complately Ynown, the aubicot nf J4t's
reaction wes deferred until the next Pelicy Comnitiee

meeting,

The special committee cet up by HAPCA throuch the National
hecademy of Sciences (HA8) to recomwend public air standords
for asbestos has arrvived at a fivst draft. Dr. Wright, who
is a menmboer of the conmittee, reporited that the draft 1‘5
confined strictly to the need for and jJeasibility of control
of indusatrial cmiscions, The draft contains no recommended
community air TLV. The draft has been submitted to the
Academy of Sciences and will shortly be scnt by the NAS to
the Motionul Academy of Eanginecring (NAER) for their comments.
Dr. Wright recommended thaﬁ if J-M has any contacts in the

NALL, that we offer to them the benefit of our knowledge



in the acea of arbestos dust control. Pundsach agracd

oAt

o look inte this.

Dr. Wright comncentced that he was ple qﬁcd hy the J”act"th ot
Ve

Lhe NAVLCA people on the MAS comni b lu@a](w ]mv a much

Letter conprabioncion of the probilem him they did when

the committee first begen ite worl.  They now undcrstand

that asboertos is not s huge o hasord ae they first

suspceted.

Dr. Wright commented That it is importsnl that the genesal
public learn about the value of asbestes Lo our society.

He suguycestad hiat T-H w ight ha able Lo cenvince a well-Xknown
scientist cr economist to write an srticle on the subject,
wl}ich J-H o could thon quote Trow Aor dictribute as the
situation demands. Pundgack commentcd that come writers
are alveady starting to do stories on the economic impact
of cnvircimental proeblems Tt was ogreed that the article
would "have to be written by someone f{rom outside J-M.

Solon agread to discuss the possibilily of such an

article witlh 1Ll & nowlton, nd (..'r.,m|1n~11'[“.(:d thalk the
dissemination of the article to staste and local governments
might be a good project for the ATA/NA. Jobe suggested
that we look into the type of information that exists on

the subject to see if we have a story to tell,



. T, 500N

oned meeting of the

1. Solon vaod [vme the minates of the scc

AIA/NA, which was held Decombor /1:4;1;& Q. Harold MeNabb,

Executivae vice Prosidoent of Cortrin-te afl, and Presidenty of
X v
Ce T A

the Accociaiion, oppointed A Pfenner u.rlég Mat® Sweltonic of
d-M, and Liorey Woodwned of Contain- Uo2d Lo coxve on he

Adninistrotive Sub-Conritlece of Uhe RIN/MA, (W. P. Raines

wvas eloeiad Scorctary of (Lo Sub-Comiticee al the formatinn

e

mectiny, hald in Hovewber.) Solon wes clected Viee Proaident

of the hoeociction.  Some of the olhws businesg:s cenductoed
at the mecting included:
a) The bBoard of Dircciors approved a J-91 statoment

1

on the svggestoed fonotdoning of the Adninistrative
Sub-Committeae,

bh) A cammitltoe was a]‘npointc.d to sct guidelines for adding
new members to the Association as waell as for prying
ducs after 1971 (J-m will cover the full cost of
operutions for 1071).

c) A proecs confoconae Lo anmomnen the Formation of Lhe
ALANA Wwill be held soaebime in January in Now York.

d) The Association will be incorporated as a non-profit
organizaltion.

e) The Board of Directors agrced that if it can be

arranged, it would be beneficial to have the Scientifir
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Punclaac

I commenlod Lhiat, e wonld Tike Lo e grilled on the

aspecls

rehears

Copies

Advisory Commdtteo of the 3QYVe Qs an

unefiicial medical advisogy ooc1d Lo the AIA/RA.

t‘ Y
3 .
- P . c2
Dr. Weight agroed to bhring ap Lﬁﬁ.lwaLLﬁ";nt,bhwﬂ
éﬁg;‘;h
* ‘ Eﬂ\
nexb Soiontific Commillcao S LG dnd adlvice

Solon of Lhe ontoom:e

The momber conbunics of the ATA/NA will be

added

Lo the mailing List fov the -9 monthly mailings

S - " R, I T DN
ot ashoeston-hiwalt? natorial.,

The guestion of an indvstry posture on ashestos

spraying was discursced, A dvalt statonent,

prepored

T JT-omT vinvey ¢l e Joey Bl Tl pareadeis e e
review, Tt wiac agreed Whal a nopresontative from

the Rssociation should proscnt industry's point of

view at the upconming Wow vork City henrings

-

revized Alr Pollulion Code, vhich calls for

of ashesiou-containing sproy cowpownds. It

was suggestaed as a possibhle represontative.

on Lthe

a lran

L. Pundsach

hoagreed Lo represent the ALA/MA al the hearing:s,

vasious

of Lthe aubogtos-health subjoect, as a sort of

al for his appo: rance.

of a list of upcoming medical meetings were distyi-

buted and discunsed.



DR, P A hpiiion

1. Dr. Dovison distributed copies of .

ﬁgﬁpkt from 11, M. Jackson

on Di. L. J. Rristol's x-rvay atudy of J3M employces’ at

Toebticns wilh poosible JGust diacncc (?):[)?é%illl"'Fi. br. Bristol

examined Uilms from 8,800 J-M cnploveens at 24 locations.,

Jeffrey dMine was not included becanse Dr. MacDonald is )

411

tuding coployecs ot that location. 5372 employeces, or 6

. per coub of thoce stedied, showsd cvidence of pnounoconicsis
on theiyr Tilms. An additional 1,109, or 13.5 per cent,
showed Dbronchovascular peeminence, o condition which "can
grossly bo inteirvreted o8 precuscors of pnevmoconiosis

developauwent, "

o

2. Dr.o Wright zeported that his rveview of s-rays of employoes
in J-M wicro-fiber production showed no diffcronce Letwee
those oexposed to micro-fibers and thosce cxnosed to other

2y

types of fibyous glasg,

_]:-‘__._T‘--_P_W\E_Dsf‘g_"’{

1. Pancliioed voeporied Lhal D, ‘.‘-)rﬂ:iflfol"l"' i Plamming o run four
or Live two-day coursces around the counlry on propex
industrial hygicne practices for contractors and union groups.
Dr. sSelikoff asked Pundsank i1f J-M was intercsted in
pﬁrtiuipating. Pundsack asked Dr. Selikoff to provide

more detailed informaition on the program.



I'. T, Soros, an

l.

r. J.

PJs/am

Solon chowod the new ©ilm entitled "Why Ashestos?" produced

by the Zshentos femation Committee dgnrGreat Britian on

the indicpinsohls unces of cebhoerton

N genceral disceussion

of the film Follcued - o cveryone agyeed it had dramotic

appecl. 1L wae Jurther agrecd that the new AIA/NA should

look dnty the produetion of such o $iTa for use in thie

countay .,

Solon, Jr.
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SRT.TKNFF AND AQRRETAE TN WOMENS' COATS

The attached memorandum from Matt Swetonic to the AIA/NA
directors gives the background of the story that many of you
probably saw in yesterday's NEW YORK TIMES.

From the beginning, it has been evident that the asbestos
industry is on the horns of a real dilemma in regard to the
use of Italian fiber in cloth imported into this country. We
can hardly support a use that is'"artificial" and obviously
designed to evade customs duty. On the other hand, we cannot
be put in the position of agreeing that the few asbestos fibers
that might be inhaled by the wearer of one of the coats would
~constitute a health menace. Hence, our decision to stay out
of this even, though the resulting publicity makes us retch.

)
. /. - / -
/- . '5 IR )

/’.f.': J /I/,\,a L e
W. P. Raines
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A'ﬂ ASBESTOS INFORMATION ASSOCIATION
.

1835 K Shreet, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 e (202) 223-3885

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Tuesday, Septenmber 7, 1976

Stouffer's National Center Hotel

Arlington, Virginia

The meeting was called to order at 2:05 P.M. at Stouffer's
National Center Hotel, Arlington, Virginia, Present were:

Thomas A Dougherty

George Barge

John H. Marsh
Dimitry Poutiatine
¥7illiam C. Thurber
C. Pred Workman

R. H. Mereness -

Others:

Joseph A. Artabane, Jr., Esq.

Adrian C. May, Jr., Esg.
Guy G. Gabrielson, Jr.

A. H. Fay
Richard T. Davis
B. J. Pigg

Minutes

Certain-teed Corp.:;
President, AIA/NA
Atlas Asbestos Company
Raybestos~Manhattan, Inc.
Johns-Manville Corp.
Union Carbide Corp.
Nicelet, Inc.
AIA/NA Executive Director

' Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft

Nicolet, Inc, Chairman,
Asbestos Regulation Task
Force

Past President, AIA/NA

Frank C. Frantz & Co. .

AIA/NA Administrative Assistant

On motion, minutes of previous meeting, August 19, 1976, were

approved as submitted,

Financial Report

Firancial Report for calendar (fiscal) year 1976 as of
August 31, 1976 was distributed and reviewed. Mr. Barge pointed
out that the total negative variance under accrual accounting
system was closing and that end-year projections indicate ex-
pendlpurgs will be within eurrent budget. As of August 31, the
Association had total assets of $93,660; liabilities of $48,780
Mr. Davis explained that the current

and net worth of $44,880.
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.\-/

dues rate for 1976 (2.5 mills), approved at the March 26
Board of Directors meeting, had been applied to third and
fourth quarter billings. On motion, the financial report was
approved as submitted.

- Mr. Dougherty reintroduced the matter of possible audit of
the Association's finances, an item carried over from the June
9, 1976 Executive Committee meeting. Following discussion, it
was agreed that the Board of Directors at meeting Sept. 8
should determine whether an audit should be conducted.

Revision of Association Bv-lLaws

‘ Mr. Dougherty invited attention to Draft II of Association

By-lLaws. The draft was forwarded to members by AIA/NA memorandum

of Auygust 27. He suggested that time limitations at the Board

of Directors and Annval Meetings September 8 precluded detailed
discussion and action at that time. He proposed that the Executive
Committee conduct a line-by-line review of the Draft and that the
Association's counsel incorporate possible changes for a final draft be-
fore submission to members, the refined draft to be forwarded as soon

as practicable to members by the Executive Director for consideration
and formal action at the December Board of Directors meeting.

A lengthy discussion followed, with Association counsel :)
noting agreed upon changes.

Comments by Counsel on Injunctive Relief Proposed OSHA Standards
1

Mr. May spoke to the possibility of seeking injunctive relief .from
OSHA in the evént the public hearing for the proposed revision to the
asbestos (manufacturing) standard is scheduled separate from a
proposed asbestos standard for the construction industry. He stressed
economic feasibility as significant basis for such action. Reference
was made to the Association's letter dated July 27 to Dr. Morton
Corn reiterating primary recommendation of AIA/NA response to
OSHA on proposed manufacturing standard that simultaneous considex-
ation of manufacturing standard and yet to be proposed construction
standard be affected.The Executive Director noted no response to
the letter had been received. Following discussion, it was
. agreed that a special meeting of the Executive Committee should be
convened to further comsider this subject in event formal noti-
fication is received that an exclusive public hearing on the
manufacturing standard is schedulead.

Remarks of Executive Director

Attention was invited to Association's response dated
Sept. 1 to Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) on petition
filed July 15 by Natural Resources Defense Council,Inc. and . _)
Consumers Union of U.S.A., Inc. to ban patching compounds (taping, -
spackling and joint sealing) containing asbestos, copy in folders.
It was noted that CPSC acknowledged receipt of AIA/NA's comments
on September 3. Appreciation was expressed to Dr. Rhodes,
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Mr, Gabrielson and Mr. Fay for their assistance in develop-
ment of this response.

A report on plans for the Third Annual Industry-Government
Conference September 8-9 was given, including logistic arrange-
ments, attendance information, and estimated income. The Execu-
tive Director said he had knowledge of one company, Nilfisk of
America, Inc., a manufacturer of industrial suction equxpmont,
which planned to display products by use of a hospitality suite.
He emphasized that the Association had advised the Nilfisk repre-
sentative that his activity was not to be construed as an en-
dorsement by the Association of the products.

The Executive Director reported that he had been in contact
with Mr. Norman Rhodes regarding retransmittal of TBA supple-
mental data as had been regquested at Executive Committee meeting
of August 19. The data has not been received to date but was
expected momentarily. (Note: Data was received September 10
and forwarded same date under cover of memorandum to Mr. Gabrielson,
Dr. Weill, and Dr. Kotin for review prior to being submitted to
OSHA.)

On motion, a bill from Dr. Philip E. Enterline in amount
of $1,142.00 for services and transportation expenses in support
of the Association's Legal/Medical Research Program (literature
research pertalnlng to asbestos and health) was approved for

payment.

International Asbestos Information Conference

Mr. Marsh proposed that discussion of the benefits of AIA/NA
membership in the International Asbestos Information Conference
be delayed until the October 14 meeting of the Executive Committee
following his meeting with IAIC standing committee members on
October 12 in London.

Mr. Marsh reported on the International Metalworkers
Federation World Conference on Health Hazards in Metal Working
Industries held in Oslo, Norway, August 16-19, 1976. A significant
aspect of the meeting was a resolution czlling for 0.1 f/cc per-
missible limit for exposure to asbestos dust. Mr. Marsh said
_ Dr. Irving J. Selikoff, Chairman of the Federation's Scientific
Advisory Committee advised Dr. Klaus Robock that he supported
this action in order to prevent a resolution prohlbxtzng the use
of asbestos. It was pointed out that the meeting underscored
international concerns regarding asbestos-health issues.

Mr. Marsh said he will attend theIAIC October 12 meeting in
London as the Association's representative to discuss permanent
office location and naming of secretary general for the Standing
Committee preliminary to further consideration at the IAIC Con-
ference in Hamburg November 4-5.
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Work in Connection with OSHA Ashestos
Standards

Mr. Gabrielson said there had been no change in status of
OSHA's proposed revision to the asbestos standard (manufacturing)
since his report at the August 19 meeting of the Executive Com-
mittee. The Inflationary Impact Statement (IIS) prepared by
CONSAD Research Corp. is yet to be "certified" by Department
of Labor. Reference was made to Mr. Mereness' comments on re-
transmittal of TBA's supplemental data. Mr. Gabrielson reiterated
that Mr. Norman Rhodes and Dr. Steve Holmes would be available to
testify _ a2t public hearing on the proposed standard. He saiad
Mr. Jerry Hebb will also be available to testify in support of
the Weston study.

Mr. Gabrielson reviewed his efforts to date regarding possible
contractors to perform an independent study of the construction
industry in anticipation of OSHA's issuance of a proposed asbestos
standard. He said four bids had been received in response to the
regquest for proposal. They are:

Contractor i'Phase T Phase IIXI Phase IIX Total

Equitable Environmental - jz
Health, Inc. i$40,900 $60,000 $35,000 $135,:.
Woodbury, N. Y. ; ’

Betz Environmental
Engineers, Inc.
Plymouth Meeting, PA 46,880 53,780 21,450 122,110

The Franklin-Hahnemann
Institute '
Philadelphia, P2 R 37,600 26,000 35,800 » 99,400

Charles T. Main,Inc. :
Boston, Mass. 30=-40,000 90,000 120-130,000

Mr, Gabrielson recommended and it was agreed that no further
consideration should be given to bid of Charles T. Main, Inc. -
since their response did not indicate a level of gqualification
to perform. KHe reviewed the strength and weaknesses of the re-
maining three proposals. A discussion as to possible funding
alternatives followed. Mr. Thurber recommended that Mr. Gabrielson be
authorized to select one firm from the three remaining consultants
and enter into a contract for Phase I of the construction study w)
with an appropriate cancellation clause included in event financial
support is not forthcoming. He further proposed funding for Phase
I (estimate $50,000) be initially defrayed from the Association's
resexrve funds and ultimately from primary segments of the industry
or, alternatively, by an 18% assessment of 1976 membership dues.
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Funding for phases II and III to be included in the 1977 budget
which could be accomplished by maintaining the same duves rate
for 1977 as is currently the rate (2.5 mills) for 1976. The
proposed 18% assessment for 1976 to be formally acted on by
ballot vote which will be forwarded to members with requested
return date of October 12, 1976, On motion, the recommendation
was approved to be presented at Board of Directors meeting
September 8. It was pointed out that the funds to support

Phase I of the study may be provided as result of a meeting of
chief executive officers of 2@ number of member companies
tentatively set for October 7 in New York City (concept approved
at August 19 Executive Committee meeting). Solicited contri-
butions from non-member companies and increased dues from a
possible associate member category could also offset study
expenses in 1977. Mr. Gabrielson said to date he had not been .
successful in obtaining an invitation to speak with the directors
of the Quebec Asbestos Mining Association as regards the AIA/NA
programs and expenses in connection with OSHA standards setting.

He said the meeting of the Legal/Medical Research Committee
in New York City on August 24 was encouraging and considerable
work had been accomplished by Special Counsel, Wendell B. Alcozn,
Esq. and Dr. Enterline. He stated he had met with Mr. Alcorn
and Dr. Weill to review a potential 1list of expert medical
witnesses. It is planned that these individuals would be
available to testify as might be required by member companies
named as defendants in asbestos-related litigation cases. Mr.
Alcorn will discuss this matter with the named individuals
at the earliest opportunity. Medical Witnesses could serve
two functions: (1) testify as to the actual health of a
plantiff, and (2) review the work being accomplished by Dr.
Enterline and testify on state of the medical art.

Responding to Mr. Thurber, Mr. Gabrielson discussed status
of multi-district panel approach to pending federal cases.
The Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation has ordered
the parties in various asbestos products liability suits to show
cause why these suits should not be consolidated for pretrial
proceedings. Mr. Gabrielson referred to a memorandum on the
subject which had been prepared by Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft

~in New York. The "work product" is available to AIA/NA members

upon request from company attorneys. He explained that such
memoranda are considered protected from discovery. He said it

was Cadwalader's opinion that it would probably be in the industry's
best interest to oppose the multi-district procedure and seek
Separate trials, Mr. Gabrielson stated many insurance carriers
including those of mining companies in Canada, had registered
opposition to the procedure.
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In regard to "work product" memoranda, Mr. Gabrielson
explained that it is necessary to request each member company
of the Association, other than those who have members on the
Legal/Medical Research Committee , to designate an associate
member of Committee. The matter will be presented at

the September 8 Board of Directors meeting.

Agenda for Board of Directors and Annual Meeting

Agenda were approved as presented.

Other Business

Mr. Dougherty presented the following schedule for Executive
Committee and Board of Directors meetings during the ensuing

work year:

Executive Committee

October 14, 1976
November 11, 1976
December 8, 1976
Januvary 13, 1977
February 10, 1977
March 9, 1977
April 14, 1977
May 12, 1977

June 8, 1977

July 14, 1977
August 18, 1977
September 20, 1977

Board of Directors

December 9, 1976

March 10, 1977

June 9, 1977

September 21, 13977

The next regular meeting of the Committee will be held in
the Association's office commencing at 9:00 A.M., Thursday,

October 14, 1976.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned

“at 6:35 P.M.

X727 17, ),
. H. ‘Mereness
Executive Director

September 17, 13876



" B Johns-Manville ~ Internal Correspondence

4149

. P. Kotin, M.D. oae:  July 11, 1979
from: E. M. Fenner
Copies:

Subject: LARYNGEAL CANCER - ASBESTOS EXPOSURE
BENDIX CORPORATION OF CANADA

Mr. James Weber, Manager, Safety and Protection Services
for the Bendix Corporation, is a member of the ATIA/NA
Technical and Monitoring Committees. Mr. Weber is in
Denver presently for meetings of these committees.

Mr. Weber called me this morning concerning a problem
confronting the Bendix plant in Windsor, Ontario, Canada.
Their UAW local union has submitted to the Workers'
Compensation Board of Canada an extensive document,
approximately 150 pages, detailing a claim that five
Bendix employces have contracted laryngeal cancer as

a result of their exposure to asbestos in the Bendix
plant.

The compensation board presently is considering the
union's submittal and plans to make, within the next

two Lto,.threce weeks, a decision as to whether or not the
diseases are occupationally caused and therefore compen-
sable. If the compensation board rules in favor of the
union request, Bendix plans to contest.

The purposc of Mr. Wweber's call was to ask for a mecetlng

‘with you Thursday or Friday of this week to discuss three
requests:

(1) Would you meet with Mr. James Armstrong, Director,
Safety and Protection Services of Bendix, an 1in-
house attorney from Bendix, an outside lawyer
representing Bendix in Canada, and Mr. Weber, to
discuss the subject of laryngeal cancer and asbes-
tos ceXpaosure.

(2) Would you review a written text that the Bendix
Canadian counsel prepares, bascd on information
received during your meeting, for submittal to
the Canadian Workers' Compensation Board.
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" (3) Would you
the cases

I told Mr. Weber
him, but I could

R

A' //’! /')}/- .-
(e
E. M. Fenner

/
(<

act as an expurt witness for Bendix if
come to trial.

that I was sure you would agrec to meet with

not predict your reaction to the three requests.



