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: ) " The Wew T80k Timpusson Traver
Gencral Electric plant at Hudson Falls, N.Y.. averlooking
the Hudson River, produces capacitors with the yse of

chemicals knows as PCB's, which may be polluting river.

{G.E. Admits 65 Got Sick '
~From Exposure to P.C.B.,
R e

ALBANY, Nav. 10-=The Gen- sional cases of zhloracne or
eral Electric Company conged- other minor skin rritations of’
ed loday that a: least 65 of 4 nonchronic ‘nature which dis-;

ks cployes had become il speared upon the ranstr of
conditions that “may have been (1€ emoloiee to some other
caused by or aegravated by;Operation.” i
exposure 10 P.C.B's,” or poly- Dr. Simons's tesumony was:
chlorinated biphenyls, igiven in_a heanng conducied!
made the response in'by the Federa! Cnavironmental

" dtestimony hat bezame public Protection Agency,

{here during .a .hearing called In teday’s lesumony—which
by 1he State Department of was prepared in advance and
qCaviroamental  Conservation. represenicd Lhe company's .oif:-
which has fi'ed a complaint cial position—~General Llecinc
against General Clectric. refused a request from Phihp
The complaint allexes that H. Gitlen, assistant counsei for
the company violaled water- the Depariment of Cnvironmen.
Jquality standa=d¢ of New Yark tal Conservation, to disclose
by dumping PCBs from two the names of emplovees who
of it plants north of here had besome ill. -
'|into the Hudson River. N. Earle Lvans Jr., an atior-
| PCBs gre used by General ney for G.L., said he thought
Electric in the manufaclure of {83t such a dieslosure would,
canacitors at Fort Edswvard and violate the confidential nature
Hudson Falls. ol rctationshio between phvri.
|, The como2ny sid that 49 cian and patient. Mr. Gitlen
iof about 1.500 employres work- 2rsued thal such informauion
ting in areac eunoesd to PCB's would be vital in deirrminming
;had rezsoried (o ite disponearies the effs2t o) FCS'; ar humans.
i“complaining af allergic deema.  The chemical in varinus forms
ititis,” and eddsd that 16 mors P Dad & drrumonted tose
‘hnd resosied navsen, dizziness. ¢fiect on labsratory animals,
‘eye irritation, nasal irritation. ¢rusing liver damage, cancer
lasthmstic bronchitis and fun- gncll_., massive  reproductive,
‘gus. faitarer. . . '
v The leviimony was in ape  Last August state resesechers
iparent contradiction 19 tectimo- repurted they had found PCE's
oy given by Dr. Fdvuar' 7,7 eteswnsncte hialy lavels in
1Simons, a G.E. ofiiciz! in charge fish taken from the Hud<on Riv-.
lof envirepmentzl  seahe=r er wnth the reselt that Commis-
Iwho lestified in May of 1974 sicnar Opden R. Reid of the
‘thaf “the only medica! effents  avrtm—ent of Fnviranmental
.'that had heen reparted durin® Conservation warned consum-
: the four decades we wefe ners to be.wary of the fish,
se-this husiness have been gcca- especially striped bass. :
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