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= .,"v'_\q..'-“""‘ prote) “‘v“‘_
val c"xlonde, ]onﬂ believed to- be zr*-
t:mly benign chemzcal .first Burst intol’:
worldwide headlmes in 1974 when jt was .7
!, . Tound to trizger a rareform of Lver Can-
cet cahed‘?wiosar oA
. The giscovery of three. annomrco-na B
,de.nh.s at a BFGoodrich cﬁemtcal plant .
jn Louisville, Ky, set off ‘a widespread
search that tucned up several dozen .
more angiosarcoma cases among indus- -
Yrial workers in,the US., Canada and ]
Europe.., - 0 fxY > -
This in turn spurred broad‘-r reseaxch
that indicated viny! chloride may be a~
factor in cancers of the h.ng, tadder, -
“brain and. pancreav.. Tnnre is tertanve
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‘ e\nc. né@ [t may a;s-}r'ause hirth.dafects”, .

Vmﬂ-cﬁlb-'xde- iz 7w colorless, sweetishe™

smellmg gas at room temparatures but .‘

may be cooled into a colorless liquid. .
1t is the basic [eedstock for manufac- .
turing polyvinyl chloride, a plastic-used
in a bewildeving array of proslucts rang-
ing from shov.er cu-tams to phoncgmph
records to auto parts.-* -7 ST
- The great 1974 vinyl chleride scnre
came in the midst ol a major expansion
of Houston area plants that make or use -
Llhecﬁe'nxcal"' i
‘The-Houston area is one of the ration’s’
leading ceaters for the product.on and.
vse of Vxn}l chloride. .- N .-::'_-
Discovery of the chemical's cancers ...
causing properties resulied in new !euor-
al regulanon'i to protect both plant -\-om-
ers and surrounding populatiops. —e
Worker expasurve was limited by the |

Occupational Safety and Health Adminiss
tration to 'l part per million over an
eizht-hour period. The previous permissi-

» Me exposure had been as high as 500
P o FREFRCIY .-:_- KA ERRIE
In e 1916 the Lnnrnwmema]

Protectinn Arency also set rigid limits
on emissions trorn vinyl chloride and
pelyvinyl chloride plants in a step to pro--
tect the public. . s
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