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OKLAHOMA CITY -~ Deaths

from lusg cancer are mo
valent in the nertheasiern cro:n%;
g:wagicillsmvhete in G.. oma, two
research "
edic arcners recorted this
Dr. Nabih R. Assal, a i
s abilt R. . a special-
ist in epidemiology, and Dr?eﬁob-
?rt D. Lindeman, assistant pro-
2ss0c of preventive medicine at
the University of Oklahoma, pre-
sented their findings in the Sep-
te?xla'er issue of the journal of the
Oklalioma Medical Association.
. Studying Oglahoma deaths. fram
f9ali to ‘196.: researchers
ound “geographic distribution
;7:::':‘ lttmg_ can;er to be most
jalent in the
prevaleat, northeastern
They noted that zinc, lead and
coal mining abound in that area
and wrote, “The high mortality of
! respiratory cancer in Oklahoma, a

rural state, is a very sgnifi
inding - ¢y significant

Lli';\'G CANCER, THEY SAID
bas’ increased in the last 20 years
until it is presently the most com-
mon death-producing cancer
among American men.

Cigarette smoking and urban air
pollution have been singled oul

:;ul (::u'.ses'fu:-. the upsurge, they

SEP 28 1969 &%

In therr study, Assal and Line
derman found 3342 persons died
from cancer of the respiratory
system during their I0-year study
period.

The geographic distribution . . .
shows the disease to be mcre pre-
;valent in the northcastern coun-
ties of the state extending from
Ottawa . . . to Hughes,” they ob-
served.

A dramatic increase in the dis-
ease during the study period the
rescarchers said, was probably
due to new environment factors.

CIGARETTE SALES-AND,
probably smoking—have steadily
increased over the years, they cx-
plained, and population has shifts
ed to metropolitan countics where
air pollution is greater.

Most cancer victims, they re-
;ported, are men because “either
'males are more predisposed to
cancer of the respiratory system
! or males are more exposed on en-

vironmental carcinogens.

“3Most occupations where the
trisk of lung cancer mortality is
{increased are predominately maie
‘occupauons suCH a3 auing,” Ry
 said.

. “The association bcfween exces

we risk of lung cancer and ex-

'sure to radioactive ove mining,

_ kel refining, chromate, asbes-

)8, gas or tar was delinitely es-
» ablished in the study.”

| OTTAWA COUNTY, WHERE
zinc and lead is mioed, was pig-
pointed as an area where lung
caneer death rates are among the
tstale‘s highest.

Washington and Ckmulgee coun-
ties, said the rescarchers, are the
‘siles of zine smelter arcas where
the prevalence of respiratory ma-
lignancies is high.

Noting pe*roleum and gasoline
.plants in the central area ol the
state, they sald assessment of alr
pollution in ~such areas is ditti-
-cult but added: “Such an indus.
‘trial epvironment may have cone
tributed something to the coms
plex etiology of cancer. . . -

“The high mortaiity from cans
cer of the respiratory system in
Oklahoma, a rural state, out 3
leader in the petroleum industry .
is a very signiticant finding," they |
concluded. |
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