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Sir: Your cditorisl, “Slck Chick-
ens” paraphrases recent state-

. ments of Congressman Ryan of
* New York ‘with respect to our

handling of the recent PCB prob-
Jom In broilers. Included are alle-

- gations that chickens wero sold

after we knew of the situation, that
our investigatory procedures were
too slow, and that we showed un-
due casuainess toward the con-
sumer,

The facts are these. A North Car-
ofina broiler producing firm in-
forimed us on Monday, July 19, that
it had experienced a decline in
hatchability of ts eggs, investl
goled the malter, and had altrib-

uted it to fish maal purchased from

8 Wilmington (N.C.) firm. (This
firm, which is not under our juris-
diction, had closed Iis doors the
ceding Friday.) We immediate-
ly dispatched one of our top men
to Norih Carolina o coordinate the
residue testing of all the producer's
bisds. Testing hes continued since
that date and all lots of birds show-
ing residues above acceplable Jev-
els have boen destroyed.
On July 22, we recelved from the

Food and Drug Adminsiration-a

listing of ali firms lo whom

problem, and jmmediately began
an sccelerated residue collection
problem In ail federally Inspected
poultry slaughter plants in the al-
fected 10-state area. Samples from
all such plants were on their way
to our Iaboratories on July 23, with-
In hours after we received the FDA
listing. This accelerated testing
Kerozrum continucs today, and will
continued as long as necessary.

In my judgment, our meat and
povitry inspection personnel re-
sponded in commendable fashion
to a problem which was in no way
of their making. They carried oul a
plan of action quickly but deliber

.

the
suspect plant had delivered fish |

mesl since the PCB leakage began.
We Lmmedialely took steps to no-
tly sach of tese fioms.of the

Sick-Chicken /Crisi;s .

ately, with falmess to all con- and all as a result of tests per-
cerned, and with protection for the formed before the birds were even

consumetr.
* The easy response would have
been to reeall all poultry products
from all supermarket shelves
throughout the United States. But
this was unnecessary, and would
h;nve resulted In a tremendous loss

ol food, an
indictment of the entire poultry in-
dustry, and devastating financial
losses from which many persons
and firms could never have re.
covered. .

So far, 88,000 birds have been de-
stroyed ~ 2l from one producer,

headed for market, No other sam-
ples from the approximately 200
slaughler piants being tested have
shown unacceplable residues.

is was a lragic situation, but
it would have been even more
tragic had our personnel not re- ,

acted in a responsible way. Contra- -

ry ta the allegations, they reacted
quickly, but with dup concern for °
everyone Involved. The immediate
 clamor was that we condemn poul-
try everywhere. Had we dono 30,
we could have avoided charges of
being .“casual toward consumers.”
In fact, we would have been

-+ praised. That would have been the «

* easy and popular response, and it
would have avoided critical com- .
ments from Congressman Ryan .

» and others. But it would also have |

been wrong, for how could we have «
justified such action loday, two . -

weeks later, when laboratory tests *

- have called for the condemnation ;
of only a fraction of one per cent of *
all the birds being marketed? .
We chose to make the hard deci- .

- sion, but 1 believe it was aiso the

right decision. :
. Clayton Yeulter, |
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