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Dr. George L. Mzaison

1

» Vice President and General Manager
Riker Laboratories, Inc.
P. O, Ecx 3157, Terminal Annex

Los Angeles 54, California
Dezayr George:

Thanks for your letter in reply to mine. I am glad to have any differences
that may exist in our viewpoint out in the open where they carn be viewed
on medical and scientific grounds., I was confident that you would react as
you have, and I didu't want you to have aay lingering doubts as to my
attituds.

I was not influenced unduly in mv viewpoint by the efficacy or ine{ficocy of
the cral preparation in remeving lead {vom the body, nor wes I prevaved to
sav that the prolonﬁ‘cd use of the mn.uc*ul iz dar ;geruus Imerely pointed
out thzat ¥ did not & ' nt

A< Jadge, Yrhat .:>:::ef-tsed
wasz the undasir :3.‘ ility of promoting the use of ﬁeleading of any kind as a
substiivte for t v, Im ,

been at thiz a lon 9 now whereof I speals, fundamentally
immaoral o permit the e-iste,;ce of industrial conditicas wiich give rise 1o
dangerous levels of lead absorption among workmen., This can be prevented
and it must be done, }\fiornnvo , whe i
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n we ag phved ..i:.zns suhstitute medical
measures for control measures 5, we are doing ha>m rather than gool,

The adults who have dangerously high concentrations cf lead in their »lood
are not like the unfortunate victims of the unpredictabl~inroads of maay
diseases. They have thiz condition, except for accideniz and unusual
gituations, such as those that affect children, because their emplover in

ignorant, inept or irresponsible in matters of industrial hypiene. I agree

that you, as a nracticing phvsician, when such a2 man comes to you, may feel
that, for his safety, vou had better treat him %o lessen his immediate danger

of becoming ill. There is peint in thig, but 2ctually it misses the poinf, bacause
if you do this, and other docters do this, and industrial physicians do this, and
then send the man back tn his work, the result is that danserous situations in
industry not only will continue o exist but will maultiply. I am not toc much
disturbed by what a private physician mavy do ahout thl‘:, hut I am deenly
concerned that industrial physicians with the health officer's responsibility

for the people under their preventive care, mavy f211 for this false and pan-

dering concept of preventive medicine, and will centribute to the wholly
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unnecessary risks of industrial lead exposure.

Now, you have got to ask yourself, in promoting this idea, not how you

weould apply it, but how physicians in the lead trades will apply it. I think

I know the answer to this question, since I know many of these men, and have
taliced with them, 2nd have been gquestioned by them, in conversativns and in
correspondence. Iam not talking about 2 matter of morals as separate from
ife as it ig, cr of opinions, but of the cold hard facts, which in this industrial
field I know comprehensively from years of direct experience.

I have not seen Dr. Karr's letter, and incidentally you forgot to attach a copy

te your letter. I shall Dbe interested in seeing it, but I do want to suggest to

you and te him that you had better know what you are about in relation to the
lead-uszing industries, and to the long and up-hill efforis of many years tc

bring good practice into them, before you put yourselves on the side of the devil.

Sincerely yours,
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