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D e a r  G e o r ge :

Th an k s fo r  y ou r  le t t e r  in  r e p ly  to m in e . I am  g lad  to h ave an y  d i f fe r e n c e s 
t h at  m ay  e x ist  in  ou r  v iew po in t  ou t  in  th e open  w h ere th ey  can  b e v iew ed  
on  m e d ica l an d  sc ie n t i f ic  g r o u n d s. I w as con fid en t  th at  you w ou ld r e a c t  a s  
you  h av e , an d I d id n 't  w an t  you  to h ave an y  l in ge r in g  dou b ts a s  to m y 
a t t i t u d e .

I w as n ot  in flu en ced  u n du ly  in  m y  v iew po in t  by the e ff ic ac y  o r  in e fficacy  o f 
th e o r a l  p r e p ar a t io n  in  r em ov in g le ad  fr o m  th e body, n o r  was I p r e p a r e d  to 
sa y  th at  th e p r o lon ged  u se  of th e m a t e r ia l  i s  d an ger o u s. I m e r e ly  po in ted  
ou t  th at  I d id  n ot h ave ad eq u at e  ev id en ce  on w h ich  to ju d ge . 7 ’h at  i s t r e sse d  
w as th e u n d e sir ab i l i t y  of p r o m o t in g th e u se  o f d slead in g of an y k in d a s a 
su b st i t u t e  fo r  th e p r ev en t ion  o f le ad  ab so r p t io n . I m u st  in s is t ,  an d  I h ave 
been  a t  t h is a  lon g t im e  an d  I kn ow  w h er eo f I sp e ak, th at  it  is fu n d am en tally  
im m o r a l  to p e r m it  th e e x ist e n ce  o f in d u st r ia l  con d it ion s w h ich  g iv e  r i se  to 
d an ge r o u s le v e ls of le ad  ab so r p t ion , am on g w or k m en . T h is can  be p r ev en t ed  
an d  it  m u st  be don e. M o r e o v e r , when, we a s p h y sic ians su b st i t u t e  m e d ica l 
m e a su r e s fo r  co n t r o l m e a su r e s,  we a r e  d o in g 'h ar m  r at h e r  th en  good .

T h e  ad u lt s who h ave d a n ge r o u sly  h igh  co n cen t r a t io n s c f lo ad  in  t h e ir  b lood  
a r e  n ot  l ik e  th e u n fo r t u n ate  v ic t im s o f th e u n p r e d ic t a  bln  in r o ad s o f m an y 
d i se a se s .  Th ey  h ave t h is con d it ion , e xce p t  fox* ac cid e n t s an d  u n u su al 
si t u a t io n s,su c h  a s  t h o se  th at  a ffe c t  ch ild r e n , b e c au se  t h e ir  e m p lo y e r  is 
ign o r an t , in ep t  o r  i r r e sp o n sib le  in  m at t e r s o f in d ust r ia l  h y gien e. I a g r e e  
th at  you , a s a  p r a c t ic in g  p h y sic ian , when  su ch  a  m an  co m e s to you , m ay  fe e l 
t h at , fo r  h is sa fe t y , you  h ad b e t t e r  t r e a t  h im  to le sse n  h is im m e d ia t e  d an ge r  
o f b ecom in g i l l .  T h e r e  is  po in t  in  t h is, bu t  ac t u a lly  it  m isse s  th e po in t , b e c au se  
i f  you  do t h is, an d  o th e r  d o c t o r s do t h is, an d  in d ust r ia l  p h y sic ian s do t h is, an d  
th en  sen d  the m an  b ack  to  h is w or k , th e r esu .lt  is th at  d an ge r o u s si t u a t io n s in  
in d u st r y  n ot  on ly  w ill con t in u e to e x ist  bu t  w ill mu lt ip ly . I am  n ot  too m u ch  
d ist u r b e d  by  w h at a. p r iv a t e  p h y sic ian  m ay  do ab ou t t h is, bu t  I a r c  d eep ly  
con ce r n ed  th at  in d u st r ia l  p h y sic ian s w ith  th e h ealth  o f f ic e r ' s  r e sp o n sib i l i t y  
fo r  th e p eop le  u n d er  t h e ir  p r e v e n t iv e  c a r e , m ay  fa ll  fo r  t h is fa l se  an d  p an ­
d e r in g con cep t  o f p r e v e n t s e m e d ic in e , an d  w ill cont r ib u te  to th e w h olly
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u n n e c e ssa r y  r i sk s  o f in d u st r ia l  le ad  e x p o su r e .

Now , you  h ave go t  to a sk  y o u r se l f , in  p r o m o t in g t h is id e a , n ot  how you  
w ou ld ap p ly  i t , bu t  how p h y sic ian s in  th e le ad  t r a de s w ill ap p ly  i t .  I th in k  
I know  th e an sw e r  to t h is q u e st io n , sin c e  I know  m an y  o f t h e se  m en , an d  h ave 
t a lk e d  w ith  th em , an d  h ave b een  q u est ion ed  by th em , in  co n v e r sa t io n s an d  in  
co r r e sp o n d e n ce . I am  n ot  t a lk in g ab ou t  a m a t t e r  of m o r a ls a s  se p a r a t e  fr o m  
l i fe  a s  it  i s ,  o r  o f op in ion s, bu t  of the co ld  h ar d fa c t s ,  w h ich  in  t h is in d u st r ia l  
f ie ld  I kn ow  co m p r e h e n siv e ly  fr o m  y e a r s o f d i r e c t  ex p e r ie n c e .

I h ave  n ot se e n  D r . K a r r ' s  le t t e r ,  an d  in c id en ta l ly you  fo r go t  to a t t ach  a  copy  
to y ou r  le t t e r .  I sh a l l  be in t e r e st e d  in  se e in g i t , bu t  I do w an t to  su g g e st  to 
you  an d  to h im  th at  you  h ad  b e t t e r  know' w h at  you  ar e  ab ou t  in  r e la t io n  to th e 
le ad - u sin g  in d u st r ie s, an d  to th e lon g an d  u p - h i l l  e ffo r t s o f m an y  y e a r s to 
b r in g good  p r a c t ic e  in to t h em , b e fo r e  you  pu t  y o u r se lv e s on  th e sid e  o f th e d e v i l .

Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

R o b e r t  A . Keh oe, M . D.
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