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Effective July 1, 1976, the OSHA standard regulating employee ex-
posure to asbestos will be lowered from 5 fibers/cc of air to

2 fibers/cc. On the basis of our asbestos sampling information
collected to date, it is the opinion of the Industrial Hygiene
Department that we will not be able to comply with the provisions
of this standard in the machining of asbestos-containing products.

The lowering of the standard makes it quite likely that this new
level (2 fibers/cc) will be exceeded. When this is found to occur,
we are required by law to notify all employees in writing of their
overexposure, implement costly programs such as providing protec-
tive clothing and laundering services, dual lockers, separate
showering facilities, and a very extensive environmental monitor-
ing and medical surveillance program. Even if we could comply
with the July mandate, OSHA has recently proposed a more stringent
standard for asbestos of 0.5 fibers/cc, which we do not feel could
be complied with under any circumstances.

It should be pointed out that we have had a number of cases in the
past two years where employees have had to be notified of their
overexposure to asbestos, and the experience has been, to say the
least, traumatic.
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