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" 3n response to your rcqucst. ‘1 an prOVdeng you H:th the follouxng
_ information as to levels of “dioxin” in the 2,4,5-T Honsanto |

" .. chemical 2,4,5-T .35 the subject of certain litigation including ~. 7~
"+ Agent Orange and the suits brought by a nucber of former and " - R
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- the levels.of .dioxin which Bay have been present in the moterials
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manufactured -at itz Nitro, West Virginia plant.. “As you know, -the '3"35

current Nitro c:ployees, s0 thxn 1ntor=ation should be treated

- _.4._..~;:..~.. v - .

The informatxon we haVC is :pa*se. we‘havc no'iﬁfofiatioa ;é id,

enitted in the 1949 process accident. Similarly, we have no
information on dioxin levels in the 2,4.5-T produced Iron
1947-1959.

Beginning inm 1965, Monsanto obtained the capability, crude and
non-specific by today's standards, to conduct analyses for
dioxin. However, that technology could r-t zeparate out the
2,3,7.8 tetrachlore isomer, or even the Twd's. Accordingly, the
dioxin data generated in the testing of 2.4,5-7 samples probably
constitute for each s&ample &2 grosz mezsuie of & nix of dioxin
isomers and d:[fating chlor;ne contcnt meisured as one.
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Using thc I:nxtcd technology obtnzned Monsanto in 1965 analyzed

_mix or meven still-available somples of 2,4,5-T it had

manufactured during the peried 1959-1965. Wwhile the testing of
sarples of 2,4,5-T manufactured during the period 1965-1969 wvas
nore extencive, the mamples were not collercied on any sort of,

- regular, periodic baxis. Thus, for that period we do not have a
- eample from each batch, or from cach day’'s production, or

anything of that nature. Rather, samples were tested on an

"irregular basiz with no dircernible paltern.
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- -1n nddition 10 the torcgoi‘ng. any cf{fort te dravw conclusjons
. ° ‘about the levelrn of dioxin to which Monsanto employcesn at Mitro
may have been cvposcd must take into accounL al lcanl twu other
. Inctorn- .
) _(l) ‘Monsanto made numerouf changes in its 2,4,5-T o
I T e, -anufacturinq process, with the result thut .
. "T.. - . '*7in general, in the nid and late 1960's as ’ .
.+ . Monsanto's productxon of 2,4,5-T increased, the ’
. PR A level of dxoxin in 1ts product decnned- and

(2) ’.At .mn:exour. htgrvnls. Honsnnto made mJo: changes o
-in-the type of equipment and operation modes "
employed in its productign of 2,4,5~T, thereby- ,
.significantly reducing employce expo:ure to any : -
N, L dioxin produced .’m the procass. L . L.
"f""“’fbi;z-:;--, - Bl T
";.lbje.ct. to-the caveats suted ‘above, I can tcll you tha.t overall
t;he samples tested showed diorxin ranging from undetcctable Jevels
"to 168 ppm, with occasional excursions to.levels near 25 ppm. - -ii
: Dnring one 'very brief period in 1965, dioxin .levels in'three __
R :mples measured between 40.and 55 ppm. . On average,” and T repeat: *
~= the samples-were not analyzed on any :egular, periodic buu,--,-
dioxin le\'els -in ' the sunples t.est.ed vere in_the area o£ 6-8 ppn
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