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Some Common Misperceptions About Vinyl

1) No one is recycling vinyL

Not true. Of course, industrial scrap vinyl has been recycled for years, but now,
post-consumer vinyl refycling is growing, too, with about 5 million pounds of
post-consumer vinyl (primarily bottles) currently being recycled. When the Council
for Solid Waste Solutions (now, the American Plastics Council) conducted a
nationwide survey in 1p91, it found that there were an estimated 1,100 municipal
recycling programs in place or planned in the United States that include vinyl.

2) There’s no market for fecycled vinyl.

Not true. In 1989, the University of Toledo identified nearly 100 uses for recycled
vinyl. Overall, the potg¢ntial demand for recycled vinyl is estimated to be about twice
the potential supply (494 million pounds needed vs. 207 million pounds available via
recycling of bottles). Al recent directory published by the Vinyl Institute lists nearly
50 companies that make commercial products out of recycled vinyl.

3) Vinyl is the "problem khild” in municipal recycling because it contaminates other
resins.

Contamination can occpir whether or not vinyl is present. Other resins are just as
much a contamination problem for vinyl. Except for commingled (mixed) plastics
applications, different plastic materials cannot be mixed successfully in most recycled
products applications. |This is why it's so important to develop the technology to
efficiently separate one plastic from another. Thanks to the chlorine that is present in
it, vinyl lends itself vegy well to automated sorting technology.

4) If vinyl products were banned from the waste stream, there would be no problem
sorting plastics.

Not true. The only plastic applications that are currently easily separated are PET
soda bottles and HDPE milk bottles. But according to a study conducted by the
Massachusetts Executiye Office of Environmental Affairs in 1988, programs that limit
themselves to these twp products can only hope to capture 11 percent of the plastic
packaging in the wastg stream. To institute a truly comprehensive recycling
program, you must inglude all the other products made from PET and HDPE (which
aren’t always easily identified), plus the products made from vinyl, LDPE,
polystyrene and polypropylene. With or without vinyl, comprehensive plastics
separation is a challenging problem.
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