FILE NAME: Talc (TALC)

DATE: 1971 July 30

DOC#H: TALCA19

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Memo RE Hazardous Substances Act



" MEMORANDUMTO: ~ Ms, Williara B, Grantham

" FROM: o 'LJEstorth
- SUBJECT:. o . Hazardous uubetances Act
DATE: - July 30, 1974

Referring to our dzacusswn of yesterday rclacwe to the above indicated Act,
I want to confirm the mformation that I have. gwen you an:l some of the -
- problems m-\rolved. :

The matter of asbestos in talc is ‘not only involved in this Act but also in the
Puré Foods and Drugs Act. We are receiving requests for certification -
that our talc is not ba zardous but a.«..f'ordmg to the Law,as ] have read it,
.talc is congidered nazardous if the user works in a dusty envxronment. We
' . are now invezligating thie thmr.g more s*)ecﬂ;cally. .

I am env msmg a few ~ p:.es of some correspondence that will give you somse-
" thing to think about. as it haa ve.

Of greatest 1mportance is the request for a ”threshold limit value''. The
U.S. Department of Labor publishes a '"Material Safety Data Sheet (a copy
 of which I am enclosing). This was sent to us by our New Orleans agents,
Mehaffey and Daigle, Inc., af the request of their customer Standard Paint
and Varnish of New Orleans, a long-time user of. DESERTALC®. We had a
similay request from Sinc¢lair Paints of Loos Angeles. Accordingly, I agked
‘Torm Remmers to check with the American Conference of Governmental
Industrial Hygemsts, which apparently is tue laboratory tied in with the:

‘Department of Labor, :The answer that we received back from them is qmte
' dwturbmg as'l thmk you w;ll reahze after you look th*ough this file. .

In the meantxme, _we are havmg Dick Lamar make further mvestxgatzona

. because he has some: guestions that he wante to put. forward, I have also sent
another Certificate for the Cosmetic ‘Corporation of America to Bill: F;schbach
for his verdxct as to the extent. of our involvement, I haven't heard from hxm

. yet. Fmally, in: today s 'mail’ we "received a comrnumcatxon from Strauch
Chemical; distributors in Ch1cago K ,whu.h ties in thh the. miox'mation you. )
securéd from Johnaon 8 Johnaon. Lo : -

I am also checkmg with the. Department of Labor to get more infoxmatmn. o
We will not sign any Certificates that would involve us in the matter without
youir e val or subJect to Bill Fiachbac.x‘e ‘approval if you want ua to send
it to him. : '

This is a very serious matter and I am trymg to buxld up a file on it. ia the
me antime, I have asked everybody in the office here to refer all requests for -
information to me so that we can be consistent in the answers we give our

trade. I suspect we will be getting many more inquiriaa and I will keep you
informed, When it séerns appropriate to discuas this matter in permn, -
think we should arrange to have Ea.rl Toshy, and Dick Lamar included 1n 8

gone rai. meeting. R - — ‘
S ' T CRMCHTTALC-000124 ¢

Emloanraa



