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October 26, 1931

¥Mr. Fo E. Wormser,

Secty Lead Industries Assn.,
420 Lexington “ve.,

Hew York, H. Y.

¥

Dear ir. Wormser:

I am sorry indeed that I have not had an opportunity ,
to publish the work which I presented at the spring meeting il
of the American Chemical Society. What I presented was to
some degree uncompleted work,which has since been completed,
but which has not been published due to the fact that I have
had no time to get it in shape for publication.

I spent the greater portion of the summer in Mexico
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tain primitive communities of Mexico. The results which I
obtained there fully verify, I believe, the conclusions

which I have arrived at on my work in this country. I hope
to have this work published soon, and I shall be glad to

send you a reprint when it is finished. I might briefly
state the conclusions which are justified by our work in

thls country and in Mexico. A small quantity of lead is
normal for the animal organsim,;in fact it is impossible, so
far as we have been able to discover, to avold contact with
lead compounds since very many staple food materlals contaln
minute quantities of lead. We have analytical resuits on
quite a number of food materlals both in this country and
elsewhere, and it is safe to say, I bellieve, that some portion
of the lead ingested by the normal individual and absorbed in
his tissues, comes from the lead in vegetation, and in animals
as a consequence of lead in the soil. In our ovn community
there 1s an additional increment of lead from small fruits
and vegetables that are sprayed with lead-contsining insectl-
cides, with a further contributlion in all probabllity from
cans made in such a way that there is contact of solder with
food materisl. It is furthermore true that contalners with
tinned surfaces show variable quantities of lead as result

of the contamination of the tin baths. A& variety of other
sources, some small and insignificant and others occasionally
more imporitant, furnish lead as a contamination of our food
and drink., So far as our studies go, the whole dilet of a
normal msn may contain as little as .05 mgs. or as much as

5 mge The mean value for one Individual studied over a
periocd of a year, was approximately .2 of a milligram. This
corresponds fairly well with the average dailly lead excretion
of such an individual over a prolonged period.
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So much for the present, I hope Iin the very néar
future to be able to provide you with detailed information.

Very truly yours,

RRET
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