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. R. J. Wibern

2-23-77 ce: R H. Berhy
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PEIZER NG, 235 G, 428U 5T, NEW YORK, N, ¥, 10019
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February 9, 1577

Mr. W.E, Oustbrman ' )
Raiser Gypgumi T}‘I L Q
300 Lakaside Dx. )

Sakland, Ca. 34604

Pear ur. OGusgerman:

In recent monlths there has been increasing interest in
the subject df talc, particularly with regard to the
nature and extent of its ashestos content. 8ince vou
are one of our many valued tale purchasers, we feel
you should ba aware of important informatien on this
subject,

The Cocupatichal Bafety and Health. Administration (0SHA)
currently has in effect an ashastos standard which pre-
8cribes that employees way be pxposed L0 ng more than

2 aghestog fipers per cuble centimeter of air for-an
8~hour time-weighted averagd, and to no more than 10
asbestos fibeks per cubic centimeter at any time., In
Octobex, 1975, OSHA praposed Lo lower the G«hour time-
weighted 1imit to 0.5 asbestos fiburs per cc, and S
aghestos fibexs per cé. for any period not axeaeding 15
minutes. Very Igeently it has been rapozted that the
National Ihstitute for Cecupational Safety and Health has
‘recommended the respective permitted exposure levels he
limited avén {further - to 0.1 asbestos fibers and 0.5
agbastos fibers per cg.

In its' October, 1975 proposal, OSHA defines asbestos to
include clrysotils, amastite, erogidolite, tfremolite,

- &nthophyllite and actinolite, ang every product contadning

any ¢f these minerals. OSHA also defines an ashestos
fibex as a particulate form of any of these minerale
which is igmger than § micrometers, and has a maximum
8iameter of 5l micrometers and a length to width ratic of
at least 3 to 1.. .
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The reascn for the Propused revision of the stahdard for
gccupational exposure ko asbestos is that ashastas, in
its several commercial forms, has been associsted with
the produgtion of not only asbestosis but a variaty of
cencers and mpiignancias. SBooause of the many unknown
factors, incinding the variability-of individual
response to chxcinogens and thre absenoa of data to
establish a safe lavel, OSHA has concluded that employes
exposure rust be reduced as low as is feasible. o0s5Ya
proposes to hold Laarings on tha entire subject, but
until those hearings and subsequent deliberations fake
place‘thgze will continue to bhe conaiderabls uncertainty.

Nevertheless it is prudent for your workers, while using
any tale which might contain ashestos fibers, to avoid
¢reating dust Lo Lhe extent 'posgible, HYonitoring
procedures should be employed to determine dust cancen=-
trations under working conditions. Where appropriate,
dust control squipment or use of respirators shsuld also
be considerad, and worker training preogramns imnlempented,
¥ou will no,ddubt wish to review the varieus provisions
of the CSHA standard for ¢coupational eiposure to ashestos
{25 Code of Federal Regulations 191¢.1001) and the pro-
posed amendments which appeared in the Ogtober 8, 1875
issue of the Federal Fegister,

S8inse we have no centro: over the conditions of use of
tale products in your plant, it is net poussible for us
to indicate the airborne fiber concentraticns which
could possibly result From your use of talc, However,
we can provide information an the asbestiform mnineral
content of tha talcs we supply. -

Pfizer researdh has developed the most accurate and
sensitive methcd available today of aralyzing for
asbestos and asbestiforn mirerals in tale, Thig rethod,
basad on step scanning x-ray diffraction, slactron
diffraction, and transmigsion .electron microscopy, |
permits identification of tiug chrysotile ashestaos at
levels of 0.5% and. fibrous amphiboles, suck as tremolite,
at levela as low as 0.1% iy the tale. No other identifi-
cation methods in-use today, *including optical mlcroscopy
and acanning electron microscopy, ave as sensitive ang

as direct,
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