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DAILY NEWS
Top EPA T ra n s it io n  A dv ise r R e s ign s , C it in g  F ru s tra t io n  Over P r u i t t ,  In f ig h t in g  
March 16, 2017
Davi d Schnare, who had been se rv i ng as a seni or t ra n s i t i  on advi se r a t EPA and had been expected to  stay  
a t the agency perm anent!y, res igned a b ru p t ly  from the agency March 15 over concerns about i n f ig h t i ng 
among admi ni s t r a t i  on appoi ntees and Admi ni s t r a to r  S co tt P r u i t t ' s a l 1eged 1ack o f  engagement.
Schnare, who worked as an EPA s t a f f  a tto rn ey  fo r  33 years but most re c e n t ly  was general counsel fo r  the 
free-m arket Energy & Envi ronmental Legal I n s t i t u t e , co n fi rmed to  In s id e  EPA th a t  he res igned 1 ate March 
15, e f f e c t iv e  March 17.
“T rans i t i  ons begin and they end, ” Schnare sa i d in  a March 15 emai1 to  top EPA and admi ni s t r a t i  on
o f f i  c i a l s . “ I have been honored to  have had the opportun i ty  to  serve the Trump Admi ni s t r a t i  on , but I have
completed as much as I am ab le . Thus i t  i s  t i  me fo r  me to  move on . ”
EPA d e c li ned to  comment on Schnare' s departure o r the a l 1egati ons he ra i sed .
Schnare i ndi cated in  recent days th a t he was growing in c re a s in g ly  f ru s t ra te d  w ith  what he described  as 
end less i n f i gh ti ng a t the agency and w ith  an u n w il l i  ngness by P r u i t t  to  engage w ith  him and many o ther 
“ beachheaders” p iaced a t the agency by the Trump t ra n s i t i  on .
“ I th i nk I ' m goi ng to  re s i gn , ” he sa id  March 14, re fe re n c i ng hi s growi ng unease and concern th a t P r u i t t
has never met w ith  the beachhead team members --  most o f  whom came from the Trump campaign -- fo r  a 
sub stan tive  di s c u s s io n .
He added th a t P r u i t t  never rece i ved a copy o f  the “ a c t i on pi an” th a t t ra n s i t i  on team 1eader Myron Ebe l1 
o f  the free-m arket Competi t iv e  E n te rp r i se In s t i tu te  1 e f t  fo r  him. That re v e la t i on cou ld be s ig n i f i  cant 
because the pi an re p o rte d ly  ca l 1s fo r  sweepi ng changes to  EPA 's s tru c tu re  to  c u r t a i1 i t s  scope and 
s t a f f in g .
P r u i t t  a ls o  re p o rted ly  excluded beachhead members from h is  d a i ly  morning meeting and a l1 but one member 
from hi s weekly te le con fe re n ce  w ith  a c t i ng o f f i  ce heads and a c t i ng reg i onal admi ni s t r a t o r s , Schnare sa i d . 
However, one source fa m il ia r  w ith  the s itu a t io n  rebuts Schnare' s c la im s , argui ng there  are “many members 
o f  the beachhead team who have come on board w ith  the P r u i t t  admi ni s t r a t i  on , ” i n c lud i ng Hoi 1y G reaves, 
David K re u tze r , George Sugiyama and John Konkus.
“To d e sc r i be ani mosi ty  between the admi ni s t r a t i  on and the beachhead team is  not a c cu ra te , ” the source 
sa y s . “They are a c t iv e  members o f  the admi ni s t r a t o r s ' o f f i  c e , ” i n c lu d i ng in  the budget and p o l i cy 
o f f i c e s .
Thi s source suggests th a t Schnare may have been “ shut out from very  se n io r meeti ngs, but he was c e r ta i n ly  
not shut out from bei ng a member o f  the team .”
' Last Chance'
Schnare i ntended to  s tay  on a t the agency --  he 1 e f t  w ith  the t i  t l e  o f  a ss i s ta n t deputy admi ni s t r a to r  -- 
to  take what he saw as the “ 1 a s t chance” fo r  maki ng im portant and sub stan tive  changes to  1 ong-standi ng 
EPA p o l i c i es th a t he b e li eved needed updati ng. For example, he c i ted fundamental s c i ence pol i cy 
q u e s t io n s , i n c lud i ng the agency 's d e fa u lt  use o f  a 1in e a r cancer r is k  model th a t  assumes no sa fe  1evel o f  
exposure fo r  chemi c a ls  whose mode o f  a c t i on i s  unknown or are mutageni c.
“ I f  you a lt e r  th a t p o l i c y , the need to  regu la te  a 1o t o f  chemi c a ls  d i sappears, ” he to ld  In s i de EPA 
e a r l ie r  th i s week, addi ng i t  has been “ around fo r  decades and under constan t a tta ck  by the s c i ence 
community” because o f  the need fo r  more p ra c t ic a l th re s h o ld s .
He a lso  advocated revoki ng EPA's greenhouse gas ru le s  because they “would have v i r t u a l ly  no e f fe c t  on 
c l i  mate change. ” The money spent on the c l i mate ru l es would be b e tte r  used hi r i ng more s t a f f  to  rev i ew 
and approve pe s ti c id e s , acco rd i ng to  Schnare.
“There are se r io u s  problems th a t have to  be addressed , ” he s a id . “ But there  are so many o thers th a t are 
on the margi ns and i r r e le v a n t . And i f  we don' t  recogni ze the i r re le v a n ce s , then we can ' t  concen tra te  on 
the re le van t ones, ” he s a id .
He b e lie v e s  EPA has f a l 1en in to  a pa tte rn  o f  o v e rs ta t i ng some r is k s , such as in d u s t r ia l carbon d io x id e  
emi ss i on s , w h i1e f a i l in g  to  pay enough a t te n t i on to  o th e rs , such as p reven ti ng the spread o f  the Zi ka 
v i rus in  Puerto R ico , where babi es born a f t e r  bei ng exposed to  Zi ka w i l l  now co st the government mi 11i ons 
fo r  th e i r c a re .
“Thi s i s n ' t  about r o l l in g  back re g u la t i ons but about changi ng the way we w ri te  them, changi ng the s c i ence 
p o l ic y  used to  decide how sa fe  i s  sa fe  enough, ” Schnare s a id .
He a lso  expressed f r u s t r a t i  on about bei ng one o f  the on ly  members o f  the beachhead team w ith  s i gni f i  cant 
EPA experi ence , as w e ll as w ith  P r u i t t ' s a l 1eged 1ack o f  i n te re s t in  major p o l i cy m a tte rs . He sa i d P r u i t t  
has ye t to  take a meeti ng to  i nform a deci s i on on a major pol i cy issu e  and 1acks understandi ng o f  how the 
agency op e ra te s .
For example, when P r u i t t  agreed March 2 to  suspend an in fo rm a tion  co l 1e c t io n  request fo r  methane 
em issions<h ttp s : / /u r ld e fe n s e . p ro o fp o in t . com /v2/url?u=https-
3A__i nsi deepa.com_node_199596&d=DwMFAg&c=aBdhyoZIYdu02RKIi touCNP8RLVZN4_IgMDcVKb9PPk&r=V5VvDUQh3exPvRKvoE
rkL8WRGul9FlfF0epWYIlX_m8&m=IGUGUUw6P-ugOLZYzae6NH9unmdDLw2ZW4VBrYlpDyU&s=9b616KEw-
P0PE6q7g0lASrpRVaFdg_En2B827g7XYuI&e=>from the o i 1 and gas se c to r imposed by the Obama EPA, Schnare sa id
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the a d m in is tra to r  be lieved  he cou ld do so by sending a 1e t te r  approved by the general co u n se l' s o f f ic e ,  
ra the r than advance a formal rulemaking to  undo the a c t io n  taken in  the Federal R e g is te r usi ng a u th o r ity  
in  Clean A ir  A ct s e c t io n  114.
One former EPA 1awyer adds th a t P r u i t t  1i k e ly  1acks knowledge o f  p u b lic  engagement processes requi red 
under the Admi ni s t r a t iv e  Procedure A c t , based on hi s p r i or p o l i t i  ca l experi ence as Oklahoma a tto rney  
general c h a l1engi ng EPA r u le s , suggesti ng a d i f f i  c u lt  1earn i ng cu rve .
Resci nd D e legation
In one o f  Schnare' s f in a l  a c ts  a t EPA, he sent an i n te rna l emai1, ob ta i ned by In s id e  EPA, in fo rm ing  s t a f f  
th a t P r u i t t  was re s c i ndi ng d e le g a ti on au tho ri ty c h t tp s :/ / u r ld e fe n s e .p roo fpo i n t . com /v2/url?u=https-
3A__in s i deepa.com_node_200001&d=DwMFAg&c=aBdhyoZJYdu02RKJi touCNP8RLVZN4_JgMDcVKb9PPk&r=V5WDUQh3exPvRKvoE
rkL8WRGul9FlfF0epWYJlX_m8&m=JGUGUUw6P-ugOLZYzae6NH9unmdDLw2ZW4VBrYlpDyll&s=qIKJs0XIEClBQ6fO0lEDdKJoD0x- 
1j UEVIgti VCmaIM&e=> fo r  a c t i ng a ss i s ta n t admi ni s t ra to r s  (AAs) and a c t i ng reg i onal admi ni s t ra to r s  (RAs), 
b a rr in g  them from tak ing  “ s ig n i f ic a n t ” a c t io n s  on h is  b e h a lf .
The March 2 emai1 from Schnare sa i d th a t because permanent p o l i t i  ca l appoi ntees are not yet in  pi a ce ,
“ fo r  the next 30 days , the Admi ni s t r a to r  wi shes to  re ta i n approval au tho ri ty  fo r  Agency a c t i ons havi ng 
s i gni f i  cant re g u la to ry  and enforcement e f f e c t . The Admi ni s t r a to r  w i l l  r e ly  on the A c t i ng RA's and AA 's to  
i denti fy  and send upward any proposed deci s i ons or f i  nal agency a c t i ons or the Admi ni s t r a t o r ' s rev i ew 
whi ch , in  the j udgement (s i c) o f  the A c t i ng RA's and AA 's  would 1i mi t  the f le x i  b i1i ty  o f  the S ta te s ,
1i mi t  energy resource u se , i mpose s i gni f i  cant cos ts  on i ndustry  o r commerce, or otherw i se 1i ke ly  r e s u lt  
in  s i gni f i  cant p u b lic  a t te n t i on on the proposed deci s i ons or f i  nal agency a c t i on s . ”
Schnare' s departure a lso  comes as P r u i t t ' s  supporte rs in s id e  and ou ts id e  the agency worry th a t he w i l l  
have to  wai t  months to  get hi s p o l i t i  ca l 1eadersh i p team in  pi ace w h ile  runni ng a 1arge fed e ra l agency he 
does not understandch t tp s :/ /u r ld e fe n s e .p ro o fp o in t . com /v2/url?u=https-
3A__insideepa.com_node_199375&d=DwMFAg&c=aBdhyoZJYdu02RKJitouCNP8RLVZN4_JgMDcVKb9PPk&r=V5WDUQh3exPvRKvoE
rkL8WRGul9FlfF0e pWYJlx_m 8&m=0 GUGUUw6P-
ugOLZYzae6NH9unmdDLw2ZW4VBrYlpDyU&s=tlqlAL_7DnHFlMQMitVKtISnBh9oTgW_r_JnddsafpA&e=>and d id  not attempt to  
du ri ng the t ra n s i t i  on . They a lso  fe a r  he i s  surroundi ng hi msel f  wi th peopl e s im i la r ly  1 ack i ng in  
e xp e r ien ce .
For example, P r u t t ' s c h ie f  o f  s t a f f  Ryan Jackson comes from Sen. James In h o fe ' s (R-OK) o f f i  c e , w h ile  h is  
p o l i cy c h ie f ,  Samantha Dravi s , worked wi th hi m and o ther GOP a tto rn ey  genera ls  in  1i t i  g a t i ng agai nst EPA 
r u le s .
In s id e  EPA reported in  December th a t Schnare had returned to  
EPA<h t tp s : / /u r ld e fe n s e .p ro o fp o in t . com /v2/url?u=https-
3A__insideepa.com_node_196880&d=DwMFAg&c=aBdhyoZJYduO2RKJitouCNP8RLVZN4_JgMDcVKb9PPk&r=V5WDUQh3exPvRKvoE
rkL8WRGul9FlfF0epWYJlX_m8&m=JGUGUUw6P-ugOLZYzae6NH9unmdDLw2ZW4VBrYlpDyU&s=zJx8DLHH2SeJRY- 
34NTMCE4C3tkHf0bo9Y6etdmMCIg&e=> as pa rt o f  the Trump t ra n s i t i  on team and th a t he appeared to  be under 
consi d e ra t i on fo r  a permanent appoi ntment. --  Dawn Reeves 
(dreevesOiwpnews.comcmai1 t o :d reeves@i wpnews.com>)
Re lated News | Mid Day E-mai1c h t tp s :/ / u r ld e fe n s e .proo fpo i n t . com /v2/url?u=https- 
3A__in s id e e p a .com_topic_Mid-2DDay-2DE-
2Dmail&d=DwMFAg&c=aBdhyoZJYdu02RKJi touCNP8RLVZN4_JgMDcVKb9PPk&r=V5WDUQh3exPvRKvoErkL8WRGul9FlfF0epWYJlX_ 
m8&m=JGUGUUw6P-ugOLZYzae6NH9unmdDLw2ZW4VBrYlpDyll&s=i QkR4RvcoEusjk9z4xfyU2PkHn5tFvA3tH0l6UdJtso&e=> |
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m8&m=JGUGUUw6P-ugOLZYzae6NH9unmdDLw2ZW4VBrYlpDyU&s=CqcpMZ0Wl clSfsvRlyJNb5VQ84qMsJoEcHP-hDcCblQ&e=> | 
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