 NATIONAL ZINC COMPANY, INC.

BARTLESVILLE,OKLA,
November 185, 1954

Robert A. Kehoe, M. D.
The Kettering Laboratory

" College ‘of ledicine-Eden Avenue
~Cineinnati 19, Ohio-

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

"We will in Lhe near future begin submitting additional specimens of blood and
“urine for determinations of lead. They will be from men working in areas of
known hieh exposure. '

Cur purpose in including the men from No. 18 furnace is to check con the
-effectiveness of our respirators. The material handled there is lLaurel Hlll

concentrate. Analyseés on this materldl taken on every shipment show zinc
“46;7-58.aﬁ end lead 1%.6-19. 4% during the past year,

Appliance Co. “Comfo¥- Fetal Fume Resplrator w1th metal fume fllter. _Bureau of
Mlnes Approved ﬁ2159 ‘ : '

We apprec1abe Vour opinion regarding tne importance of air analyses as a- -
“guide in taking corrective measures: to improve theé working environment. Toﬁ7”
. give you a betner idea of our: 51tuat10n may I outline to you brlefly what
'ﬂ.our corrective program is and of our urogress to date.

" We have recentlv replaced our o¢d Herzeshoff roaster kilns' wlth fluo-sollas
reactors su; yll?d by . the Dorr Comgany. Scheduled to follonthls 1s complete
overhapl of our. 31nter1ng machlnes ‘and adgacent area.

The'actiwit”wattendant uporn the fluo-sallds 1nstallatlon has reieased :
considerabl zaccuhulatlons of dust to the atmosphere in voth the reactor -
and sintering areds.’ This has for a time increased the ‘toxicity in voth.
Fumerous unpxp cied dlfflcultles in getiing the reactors intc operation
»lhave thrown behlnd ~schedule.  To alleviate in part the conditions in the
. osintering. are we have. overhaulea one machine hoping we could.get along for
© awhile with the one., Unfortunately, we have not been able to do as we hoped
Z]and have been lorced to use a machlne whlch needs some furbher atmentlon.

In recent weeks, however, “the neW'roaatlng equlpment nas settled down and
air samples there- show a: great improvement. As further safazguard we have
enclosed the control mechanism in an a1r~cond1tlonea rcom where. the. ogerators
can remain 101 nost of their shifts. the same sort of 1mprovament is ex~

pected in the 31nter1ns area where machine overhaul and an enclosed conirol.
‘room are both %cheduled., :

The use of respirauOrs iS'co pulaory ‘“he respirator furnished is Mine Safety
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Robert A. Kehoe, 1.D. , Kettering Laboratory, Cincinnati 19, Qhio

The way now seems clear for early completion of thiS-next,step in our

program. Mean time, respirators are_our chief defense. In view of this.

unexpected delay we want to check this group of workers and they will be"
included in the speciimens we are submitting., We will, therefere, need to

increase our order for contalners to fifty, that is, an additional tnenty—'

five.,

_Thank‘yoﬁ‘for your help and advice.

Very truly yours,

Y

3 /
Fom ) el G

Wm. k. hlareqre,‘;. De
Company Surgeon




