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R] dear Td’

1 an both wery surprisod sod wery disappointed with your letter
of TLh “eptesher. You cught o knov mo well esough to knew that I
start making a fuss wntil I em very sare of sy fasts. [ bhawe sont & eopy
ofm!“ﬁrhWtymumﬂmﬂdM“mﬂhm
vith such farther inforsation as you sesk = tbey bave shown o eopies of
their replies. I tave, fa the weantime, extenied my enquiries teo ether
sources. flenzoll eod Davidesn, Commissiener snd Assistant Comsissicner of
Public fiealth, beth apoak of Wittencon fa blasphewons terme ~ "a festering
20re” ves ene of the choieer expressiess vhich eame into the scaversatics,
Bob Elphick, the very efficient ledical Superiatendent of the Perth Chast
Toapitely tells me that he Las seen mure seriens ohest disesase.fyos Vittensen-
during the past five years then Be has seen frem all the gold aiues of Yestern
Australia io the peat fifteen years. lurely by chance the State Goveramasé
Kmmeonlcouwnthr«upmumhm;ntdm Ty
e Tugoslav of 42. This man cesm to Australfe fa 1058, apparently ia geod
healths e worked on a farm fa Yew South Fales for two yoars, end theresfier
in the tisber industey im Vestern Australia for two years. fo was still
aprarontly in good health in 1633 when Le wse so unfortunste as to talks o
Job at ¥ittonoom. Tia chest X—ray in that year (I have seen it) was perfectly
clear. Ia 1958 his chest X-ray shoved gross skbostetic chesages. Ie ia mow
dying of sbbdestosis fu very cousiderable distress in the Chest flospital ~ it
s doubtful 1f ho will live oore thean & fow weeks. I think if the efficers ef
the CoSdly vhose rather sang and self-catisfied statowonts to you are quoted
in your first parsgreph were to ba compalled to look at Yerkovic end to hesr
Mo atruggliag for hresth they would be & Iittle less satisfied "that they
fave gooe as far es they can with the present knowlodge™.

re Lethem has lockod up tho records of those coses of chest
disease which have boen et to Perth from Wittencoa during the years 1086-81.
‘e has so far traced 28 cases which he clasiiflees as .
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I have synslf sacn the X—rays of 6 of theme csses, and ean
aitaln acteas tn tiwo rest.

1 recall that vhen I was istorvieving Nr. Allaa he told me
that in the twvelve years he had been al Tittencom lesas than 1 cases of
~dusting” bed bdoen brought to his notics « I quoted this in my report e
yea. If oo takos this statament, puts it aleagnide the fnformatiea with
which you have beea supplied ia yduey, sod then oa the other band ceste
s zlance at the figures supplied by Lethen, emo ecmes up vith the foeling
either that the rospcasible officers of the Company have (he estirieh imstimat
very atrovgly developed, oe thet the comment fa wy letter, shich yes quoted
back to me and to vhich you tock considerable exceptiem, is mevertheless
amply justified.

Uy desr Ted, this ssiter csnsot pesaidly be allevad to rest.
1 gathor from the senfor Kenlth Awtherities thet they bave beea ttying for
scmo eonsideradle time (o get the Compeny teo resifise end to remsdy the
aituatien = so far vithout mach offeet. It would ebvieusly be mmch cere
satisfostory-if the Compony- fteelf toek the mecessary-sciies ~ whieh-I
snggest shoold stert vith aa inspection by yoarself and by o well-qualified
ventilaticn engiseor. After exsainisg the svidence shich bas boan produced
foryoo I £ind 1t very difffenls o believe thot/vepstable publie Compuny
could pesaln in ita apparently self-sstisfied state ool contimue %o sllew
the asbestos aining industry to go oa killfang wen vafortuaste encagh to be
cmployed in it. If howaver the presest sitostion is %o remain woaltored
1 would feel it my beanden duty o bring the matter to the persoual attontion
of the Tresier. [ would much prefer wet to have to do thisy I doa'd want G
cense worry and possible distress to the wvery good friend ef aind anemed Rounie,
end I prefer not to start s beut ef public oud slinging. 3Surely you will come
and ses for yourself — follewin- which I am quite confident eoy further actien
on ay pert wonld be umnecessary.

VYary siuoorely,



