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You can stretch the years between repainting
with these colorful Glidden exterior finishes!
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Now you csn do a one-coat white house-paint job to
outlast many (wo-coat jobs ! Glidden Inrenias has 50%
more ultra-while hiding pigment. Saves time, money.
Self-cleaning. (Seld in Canads as “Endurance Ultra White")

You get superior }uolzrlinn," ientre-book ™ colors

on wood siding. with Exprrasce house paint. Choose
from 36 wealher-resisting pastels and deep tones,
Eusy to apply.

End staining, fading, ing on asbestosshingle
siding, masonry, stucco. Srxzo GLioe-ON vinyl-latex
house paint gives you 37 new fade-resistant colors that
stand all and dint it
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Get professional staining results oa wood, plywood,
veneer without tedious cflore. Use Guip-Toxg indoors
or vut. 62 new pastel colors and natural wood tones.
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Srrap GLinz-Ox flows on smoothly, easily. Use brush,
roller, spray. Goes on twice as fast, drics dust-free in

minutes, Beautiful suede-like finish keeps out moisture,
lets inside vapor escape.

Washable, weather-resistant beauty for porch snd lawn
furniture! New Srzeo Lustaz all-purpose alkyd
enamel gives a velvety shicen to all woudwork—indoors
of out! 140 colors — all smooth, easy to apply !

The Glidden Company, Clevelond 14, Ohie.
in Conade: The Glidden Compeny, L., Terente,
Ontarie. SPRED peoduets olse
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(Continued from Page 136) he didn't.
Only the poor worry about their debts.
Hodge knew his role.

George Thiem was a long time reach-
ing the startling conclusion that Hodge
was stealing. Thiem kept looking for con-
ventional graft. “He could have chiseled
a hundred and Kfty thousand to two hun-
dred thousand," says Thiem, “and got
by with it.” You'd think that would be
enough—for a rich man.

The nature of Hodge's office—stodgy
title, stodgy duties—also helped the de-
ception. The state auditor's job is an im-
portant one; the auditor ranks with the
state treasurer and the attorney general.
But his was not an office to be watched
closely for news, In fact, Hodge had to
maintain 2 public-relations staff to k«p
his name in the papers. Whena man is try-
ing hard to get publicity you don’t suspect
him of skulduggery. And you don’t think
of an auditor as having access 10 anything
but records. What could an auditor steal,
outside of papers?

Hodge reached the Illinois General As-
sembly in Springfield in 1947, as a repre-
sentative from the southern counties of
Madison and Bond. His good-fellow
qualities made him popular. In his second
session he was a minority whip. In 1951
he was vice-chairman of the revenue com-
mittee and ranking member of the appro-
priations committee.

His popularity with the voters grew
steadily. He made as many friends as pos-

former United Press man and a good
Springficld reporter, Olds had become
Hodge's chief public-relations man. As
George Thiem's investigation came to a
thunderous climax, Olds felt tick and be-
trayed. He drove out to Lake Springfield
and drowned himeelf.

Another who was close to Hodge with-
out suspecting his dark secret, she insists,
was Bonita Lillie. Thcy met in 1953,
when Miss Lillie, a rising young densner
and decorator, was commissioned to re-
decorate Hodge's Springfield home. At
the height of the scandal, Marcia Winn, of
the Chicago Tribune, found Bonita in
Los Angcles—"helping,” Bonita said,
*‘by being as far away as possible.”

Muarcia Winn is widely known for bril-
liant description and a deadly instinct for
the jugular. Now she wroie 30 approv-
ingly that fans looked twice to make sure
this was coming from Marcia's usually
saw-toothed typewriter. This was her ap-
praisal of Miss Lillie: “a woman of edu-
cation, breeding and charm,” with “a pi-
quant, heart-shaped face, large gray eyes
and dark hair. . . . Her voice is soft and
musical.”

What was there about Hodge to win
such a woman's love? Bonita found him
*‘a scrub-faced, clean-cut man wanting to
be a statcsman.” Far from knowing any-
thing about his financial manipulations,
she said, “1 thought he was the most hon-
est man ] ever knew,” The Hodge she
knew liked her to read the Bible 10 him,

pecially the Beatitudes, This wasn't the

Ihc worst of wrestling with
your conscience is that it’s al-
most impossible toget a strangle

hold on it.
HAL CHADWICK

sible, had an excellent memory for names
and did all the favors he could. Stopping
for a few words of conversation, Hodge
almost invariably said in parting, “Now,
if there's lnrylhlng I can do for you, let
me know.,

By 1952 he was popular enough to try
for statewide office. Well established in
the role of rich man indulging a liking for
public life, he madc itclearhe would pay
his own He
yet hope to be govemor William Slrul-
ton, state treasurer, wanted that, Hodge
got the nomination for auditor.

Running mates recall that he had more
money to spend than any other candi-
date. This is the origin of a theory that he
was financed by gamblers with $200.000,
the amount he says he spent, on his prom-
ise to get them the green light for wide-
open gambling. The rest of the theory is
that he stole, later on, under pressure to
pay back the §200,000. The idea is ro-
mantic, but open to serious doubt. 1t's
not sure that Hodge speat anything like
$200,000 and gamblers are hardly so
stupid as to think an auditor of public ac-
counts would have the say on gambling.
In any event, you don't need to steal
$2,000,000 or so to pay back $200,000.

He talked of running for governor in
1956, but Straiton wanted a second term,
Hodge made something of a ceremony of
bowing out in Stratton's favor. But he
was building his own machine. Most of
the Republican votes are downstate, In
some areas, they are pretty much under
ong-man control. Hodge cultivated down-
state Republican leaders, and Demo-
cratic leaders as well. Nobody could have
marshakd more votes than Hodge, at the
moment Fate chose for his downfall.

Among those taken in by the rich-man
pose, it appears, was H. Kendall Olds, A

Spnngﬁeld playboy or the glad-hander.
This was “a man who hurt inside™; who
was, in Bonita's eyes, “'the loneliest per-
son I ever knew.,”™

Bonita’s forthright admission that she
loved Hodge appeared likely for a time to
cost Hodge another ten years in prison,
In imposing two sentences of ten years,
Federal Judge John P. Barnes had prom-
ised to substitute probation for the sec-
ond ten-year term if Hodge made restitu-
tion,

At the disclosure of Hodge’s romance,
his wife, Margarct, balked at surrender-
ing property, even refusing to vacate a
luxurious penth in Florida bought by
Hodge with stolen monecy. But Hodge’s
trouble seemed to arouse the judge’s sym-
pathy. As things stand now, Hodge is un-
der a ten-year sentence 10 be followed by
five years of probation—if he makes resti-
tution. But the day after this reduction
was granted, George Thiem discovered
that in listing assets Hodge had leR out
two farms held in the name of dummies,

After Hodge's guilt had been estab-
lished, the psychiatrists said he had al-

ways had a starved ego, His deep hunger

for the spotlight, they thought, showed
in his monogrammed shirts, his gadget-
filled home, his habit of mchmg for the
check in restaurants, his delight in know-
ing celebrities.

A man like Hodge, the psychmtnsu
said, knows all along that he'll be caught.
The sanctimonious speeches calling for
honesty in government, they said, were
“a way of conlessing."” They said Hodge
would have done a better job of covering
up except for a repressed wish to get
caught,

If 0, he repressed it well, George Thiem
would say. The Daily News reporter
worked for forty-two days before he
stumbled on Hodge's secret; and for
nearly two weeks of that time, Hodge was
working frantically to cover up. With his
strong political influence and unlimited
stolen moncy, it scemed likely he might
make it. Tension mounted so high before
it was over that two Daily News men,
both scasoned campaigners, were felled
by heart attacks.
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SAFETY
POWER STEERING

SAVES UP TO 90X OF TURNING EFFORT

Suburban center, downiown or neighborhood atore . . .
sometimes these days the fum of shopping hardly seems
worth the struggle to park! Unless, of course, you're driving
& dream-bandling car like this big new Oldsmobile with
Safety Power Steering! It makes parking anywhere truly
painless. It takes the toil out of traffic, t0o . . . and the fecling
of relaxed security Safety Power Steering gives you on the
highway is something you simply cant imagine till you
experience it. Full *road feel” . .. but all the fight is gone!

Safety Power Steering is standard equipment on the Olds.
mobile Starfire 98, optional on the Super B8 and Golden
Rocket 88 at a price too low to pass up. It’s standard or
optional on all other GM models, too. Try it before you buy
your next car and feel what you've been missing! Saginaw
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Steering Gear Division of Gencral Motors, Saginaw, Michigan,
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