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‘Nader gr_éup asks gmemment
to ban use of vinyl chloride

Amocisted Press
WASHINGTON — Ralph Naders
Health Research Group ssked the federa)
goverument verterday to ban the use of
vinyl chleride In serosolized cosmetics,
‘pesticides and other housebold products.

' Several cases of a rare liver canesr

have been found among vinyl chloride

workers ia & B. F. Goodrich Co. chemics)

plant in Loulsville, and in a plant oper-

ated Py tte Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.

in Nisgara Falls,

© Yihy! chioride, & basic chemlcsl in the

nhstu industry, is the 'oundatﬂm for
of consumer, uets -
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‘in serosol contalners.

] Walfe told a Senate ‘Health subdeom-

mitiee th 3 source in the cosmetic ip-

dustry infarmed him that sinyl chioide

is going into such commetic acrosois a8

hadrsprx. R L et

“Beauty parlor operstors and on-
sumers are using the vinyl chloride,” he
szid. “This chemical may represent anoth-
er thalidomide™ Wolfe said. He did not'
identify any product brand names.

The Nader petitions to ban the chem-'
icals in serosols were sent to the Food
and Drug Adminisiration, the Cenmumer
Prodart Safsty Commission and the Envie
roamental Proteciion Agency.

In letiers to the three zgency beads
the Nader group ssked them to make
public the brand names of il aercsol
copsumer products and comnelics thn
, contain vinyl chloride,
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ot By KEITR RUNYON
Y Courtar-Journel Sislt Writer
Anglosarcoma. the rare liver cancer;
- that caused the deaths of at least five -
“employes of the polyvinyl chiaride manu.

' .
AR

facturing unit of the B.F, Goodrich Co. in .

Loataville, reportedly killed a worker in
West Virginis zix years -zo and another
« more recently in Great Brit

A spokesnan for the bnlon Cathide
.Corp in Seuth Charleston, W. Va. said
lut night that an empioye of the plant’s

lyvinyl chioride division who died in

had angiosarcoma.

And the medicul consultant (o the Ken-
tucky Depariment of Labor. conlerring
with cancer rescarchers in Cincinasti yes.
terday, icarned of the death of an em-

ploye of England’s Imperial Chemical |

LY. Another polywinyl chloride worker
in West Germany also unid&obandk'd
of angiosarcoma.

The Union Cardide spokesman mort-
‘ed that medical records of 725 present
‘ahd paxt employes were screened to dee
i termine whether any had suffered from
angiosarcoma. The persons screened
wotrked in the po[ymtyl chloride uaita in .
South Charleston and in Texas City, Tex.

; Of those reviewed, the records in-;
" dicated that only one man ~— who worked '
in the South Charfeston glant {rom 1544
: lo 1962 — was n victim of the rare dis-
i ease, the spokeaman said.” -

Mcanwhile. Dr. J. Bradford Bloek, con-

! sultant to the state labor depsrtment
' which is investizating the Goodrich em- -

_ ployes® deaths, yesterday visited (he Ket.

“tering Institute of the Univenity of Cin-
- ¢innatl, where reacarch involving mon.
keys may shed light on the couse aud
treatoent posdbilities for anglosarcoma.
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. polyvmyl chlorlde
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However. the tests conducted so far
. have not proved thst ths monkeys have

. angiosarcoma..
! ‘Their conditions, according to Block,
- will be closcly watched to see if, and bow
!ut. the angiosarcoms develops. It may
be possibie to relats the time the disesso
d'velowlumeuntommo!
. progression in humans,

‘ Block said that Ze, Kentucky's Labor

Commissioner James Yocom. and other
. T } omch:doi tbt'l d:’uur;mnt hw::m ,;istl)bg
The Kettering Imstitute, which con. ; the Cincinnati facility hope that the Un

ducts epidemiologic studies (lavolving | venity of me !lediica' m&M‘

diseascs in groups of animals), initiated | SMICET Fencarchens can perticios T

3 study in 1969 to determine the relation.  SudY. He 13ld 2 meeting between offl-

ship, if any, between acroosteolysis, ' clals of the two achools is in the ofling, |

cording to Block. ! smployes died between 1664 and st De-!
~cember of angiosarcoma. Another man
B.F. Goodrich- financed that s!ud.v 33id ' who worked in the polyviayl chieride di- !

Block, but the official nbacrvations ended : wision haa developed the cancer, but s

: 18 monthx agp when the funding stopped., ,still lving, - -

}  Viny! chioride, the zax from which paly- & The firm i3 investizating the laok be-
vinyl chloride is derived, was !n}ecmdv- tween angiosarcams and the men's work-!
into the maonkeys' paws: Since these in- - ln; environment. Al of the men who died |
jections in 1909, thay have languished In of tho disense worked st some point in !
their cages while the scientisis wait tu sea - tha polyviayl chictide production unit. i
i diyease seds in. Polyvinyl chioride has becn manufac-

Recent tests indmtc that. the monkeys tured commercially fo¢ mere than 35
-developed not only bone problpms, but yesre I i;h used to produce iﬂeau mc&: '
Aholbnormnuuaot bver. . - " phonmgraph records. somae food con!

- e the Liv — '——.mvmmmﬂonudﬂoarule. ) i
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“that benridire, a cosnpound nsed fn the

mdmmddyﬂnifs.hadbemdoe!y
of the bladder. Doctors

THAT WAS the year an employe of
Cincinuati Chemical, & divisica of Toms
R.wcr(henncalCorp was found ¢o have
lbhddumr.mny-ﬁvemuwb

ined by docrors. Four were found to have . .

‘capcer of the bladder; two bad non-
.galipmant turors. Malmﬂsm
at;srﬁa-eeetbmh.dmswnﬁmed
in

“Limited survellance™ of this “otigh

‘nal expesed group™ went on untd 1971
'mderchehm:rshxpnlvr Mitcbell

Zavm,thenanlmzcd UC's Ketter-

. GKVEN THIS
ewa : t people who work
with_beridine get cancer, were war

whe treated the workers, to state agen-
cles with respoosibility for i
and approving confpensation ciatms

ﬂ’uﬂwy e

A7egacy of cancer

uamdmr&utatm
D.bamy
&mmﬁmm

today igher degree
camfar;ubhcwe!lm People!uwt
right to dexide for themselves what
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THE WASHINGTION POST
February 22, 1974

COSMETIC COMPLAINTS

by Nancy L. Ross

The cosmetics industry yesterday told a Senate health subcommittee it
had an excellent safety record =-- only 9,700 injuries last year == and no
additional regulation, especiaily pre-marketing clearance by the Food and
Drug Administration, was necessary. Testimony came on the second and final
day of hearings to revise cosmetics laws,

Under questioning by Senator Thomas Eagleton (D-Mo.), J. Richard
Edmonson, chairman of the Cosmetics, Toiletry and Fragrance Association,; did
concede, however, that industry could live with mandatory registration of
manufacturers, filling of formulas with the FDA and reporting of verified
complaints.

Ind;stry represen;;tives balked when the senator asked them to respond
to a subcommittee questionnaire detailing the total number of complaints they

received annually, brand names of the offending products, the total value of

their advertising budgets compared to their safety testing budgets and how

much they had paid out in damage suits. Companies seemed willing to comply

only on the condition the information not be made public.

B;zlier, consumer advocate Ralph Nader had accused the industry of
contradicting itself, He said: "On one hand, they tend to minimize adverse
reactions from cosmetics and boast of how safe they are. But at the same

time, they séfdngly oppose mandatory programs of adverse reaction reporting

200052172

with public disclosure and don't want the govermment forcing them to prove
their products safe,”

(more)



2«~THE WASHINGTON POST/

The Health Research Group, a Nader organization, yesterday gsked the
government to ban vinyl chloride, a propellant for aerosols, including
inexpensive hairsprays. A derivative of vinyl chloride, polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) has recently been linked to the deaths of five plastics workers in
Kentucky. A sixth worker has also contracted the rare form of liver cancer,

Dr. Wolfe said he did not know how many personal and household products
contained vinyl chloride because no ingreQient 1abe11ng is legally required
on cosmetics, He asked FDA Commissioner Alexander Schmidt to make the brand
names pubiic.

Dr. Wolfe maintains a manufacturer he deélined to identify told him
recently vinyl chloride was still béing used in hairsprays. A spokesman
for Dow Chemical, which makes vinyl chloride, said it had recommended in
May 1973 that the propellant not be used for personal products. A spokesman
for Aefospl Age magazine said vinyl chloride was no longer in wide use.

CIFA presented an Arthur D. Little Inc. study showing that review of the
25,000 cosmetics now on the market would take "all of the estimated 1,340
qualified experimental and veterinary pathologists mow practicing in 4the
U.S. half of their time for 30 years and would cost $6.5 billion."

~ These figures were challenged by Dr. Sidney M, Wolfe of the Health
'Resea:ch Group, who said the cost would be much 1e§s due to duplication of
cosmeg%és and because many marginal products would be eliminated at the very

prospect of govermment scrutiny.
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BUSINESS POLICIES - THE BUREAU OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS, INC.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - FEBRUARY 21, 1974

“The Health Research Group, meanwhild, pertoned CPSC, the Food and Drug Adsmiinis-

HEEI
Y o

wation, and the Environmenial Proicction Agency to ban the use of vinyl chloride in aerosolized

cosmeticy, including hairsprays, in acrosolized houschold products, and in pestceides, on
grounds “therc is gubstantial evidence that viny) chloride 1z & carcinogen.

‘The petitoner fs a publie interest group funded by Ralph Nader's Public Citizen group,
‘The research group declared: ' :

"Vinyl chloride is known to be uscd as a propellant for aerosols. The chronic toxicity
and evidunce of carcinogenicity of vinyl chlortde monomer for humans has been documented by
sclentific studies and clinical reports. Immediate action is necessdry to regulate the use of
the cheﬁcd since there is no evidence to show that human beings can be safcly cxposed to the
chemical, . - - ’

"Vinyl chloride monomcer, which is used in making polyvinyl chlorlde (PVC), has re-~

- ceived much attention in the past few weeks sincc It hag been linked with a rapidly rising num-

- ¢cer--angiosarcoma of the liver--has been diagnosed in a worker at that plant. . *

ber of liver cancer deaths among vinyl chloride workers at a single B. F. Goodrich plant jn
Louisville, Kentucky. In the past fcw days the sixth casc of the rare and invariably fatal can-

rs

“Experimcental stdics have fcand production of the game type of liver cancer in rats

 after inhslation of vinyl chloride at duscs as low as 239 ppm (for 127 weeks), according to an

Italian study prescented at 2 Department of Labor hearing on the chemical last Friday.

“According to a published report, the levels of vinyl chloride--under condiilons
where hair spray is being used-:can cxceed 250 ppm (Acroxol Are, April 1964, p. 17).
fost industrics-~including B. F. Goodrich--say that it has ix:2n their practice in rCC-e%“l i
.years to try 10 keep Indvstrial cxposures down to 50 ppm over an 8 hove day. The federa

occupational health standard is currently 500 ppm. ”

* The Health Research Group alao requested that rse Food and Drug Administration ‘
tmme Mately prohibit the use of polyviayl chloride (PVC) containers to package any cosmetic
product which is capable of leaching detcctable amounts of vinyl chloride from its plastic
coataincr. e

-

In letters to the heads of all three ég’é;{éic-s, the group requcsted that thc‘ agency makc
public the bramd names of atl aerosol consumer products and cosmetics presentiy maxkcted- -
or markclcd at say time 1o the past--which contain vinyl chloride as a propellant so that

“cxposcd people™ caa inform their physiclans.
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