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" PCB market next year .

Mo

MONSANTO Europe has now followed its
US parent in announcing its exit from
the market for polychlorinated bi-
phenyls (PCBs). The company says it
will close down-its Newport, UK, plant

. and withdraw completely from the mar-
ket by October 31, 1977. The plant is
a small part. of its UK operations,
employing only six people. o

The firm withdrawal date was given

' by John Mason, director Monsanto in-

dustrial chemicals Europe, who had

previously announced. in January the.
company’s intention to phase out PCBs -

as soon as alternatives were available.
Consultations with its twenty or so
major European customers have con-

vinced the company that substitutes do .

now exist in commercial quantities.
But customers are not so-convinced.
About five years ago, Monsunto took
the lead in the US and Europe by volunj
tarily restricting sales of PCBs to manu-
facturers of electrical capacitors and
transformers, both closed system applis
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cations. In the US, where Monsanto is
the only producer, this effectively halved
the size of the market.

The other two major European sup-
pliers, Bayer and Rhéne-Poulenc (Pro-
gelec), are still selling the products in
a wider number of applications. But
under an EEC directive, their use will
eventually be restricted to closed electri-
cal systems and applications where their
flame-resistant properties are para-

mount, such as hydraulic equipment in -
mining and heat transfer fluids in speci- .

fied industries, The European market
currently totals 5-7 000 ton/year.
Alternative pnoducts include Dow
Corning's polydimethyl siloxane for
transformers and Dow Chemical’s
monochlorodiphenyl oxide for capaci-

© tors. In the latter use, however, there

is also a trend towards use of com-
modity-type products such as phthalate-
esters. Monsanto’s own rescarch for a
PCBs ulternative has now been aban-
doned.
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Monsanto has said jt will
withdraw completely from
the polychlorinated pj.-
Phenyl market ‘no later than
31 October 1977, following
the passing by the US
ongress of the toxic sub-
st_ance's bill last week. The
bill stipulated that all PCB
production shoyld cease
within two years, and all
sales should end within 21,
years. PCBs are used as
dielectric insulating fluids in
tran§formers and
capacitors,
Monsanto hag announced
at the beginning of this year
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sales of PCBs in both the '
and Europe (30 Januzlijrfr
1976). In the US, Monsanto
is the sole producer of
PCBs, while in Europe it
shares the market with
gzer, RI}?ne-Poulenc and '
¢ smaller pr
th; material, producers of
CBs have been
attack for a number ofuyltleg?;
pecause of their persistence
in thp food chain, and their
applications have become
more and more restricted to
closed applications. The us
market is about 40 million
Ib/year, while the Europea
market s skent o7
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