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2 What shafl be done with the workers known to possess dusty lungs?

In late muaths many emplayers in dusty trades have procured routine x-ray exami-
matuas of all ensployecs. Owt of every hundred undisabled men, properly examined, a
iair perocntage is likely 10 present some degree of clear-cut pneumoconiusis,  What
is to he done with such men?  Many are not disahled  Some are dingly hale
and heany. Shall they be told of their siate? Many are tikely to develop mental
quirks and meuroses. Some wiil take an unfair ad ge of the enmploy hrough
claims. A small consensus of mature and fair-mindcd opinions as to approprHate ac-
e for this very time may be epitomized as follows:

Reck to climi further to the dost harard. Do not apprize any ondis-
abled workman of his i Aake d x-ray inatis at about six
mombs imervals. 1{ ad of the condition appears, then take action svited to
the individual case. Otherwise keep these mon at some work.

3. Are negrocs maore suseeptible to dusty lang discases than wivites?

lhmdmhrgeuﬁudmsaﬁsingmd«idauialmdhhshdﬁ:mﬂry
nnm:whitcsandmlhalmfelhemmhemmﬁth!r«lbydmy
long discases. The nepro is move susceptible to tubercnlosis than his white fellon
werkman, His hoasing is likely 1o he on 2 lower plane. His exposure to tuberculasis
is prone to he greater than in the case of the average white man. On account of this
hdcmmd.ﬂtn:gmnﬂds&mismednlmwriskin(h:imdrydnnwhhu
undey dnons of cqual -

4. Hownmrymdmlmuindcimhzhnnbmnwkpoiﬂsinaplml?
The dust counter has established itseli as the best available yardstick for the deter-
miation of Giffercnt quantitics of dust in the atmosphere.  Like 50 ouny instruments
inhsdnslhedmmluandmu«mh«nnlwiﬁedfukswdibnalmhsv
Omoﬂlmiﬁesﬁvmsarekgim._ Legal standards based on present dust comnting
methods are otterly hatile. Notwist ding many pitfalls, h . the dust
ix 3 most valmhle instrument. 1t finds its ful in discriminating b
much dust and little dost ; improving the officacy of preventive measures and devices
hadudmuﬂmkmo(themrh;edﬁudunhmnm—dmydm:hth:
detection of unsospected dusty work points.

X In litipation what medical dei pay he imalved?

Witkout ¢ ning 2ny qmlifications in the domain of faw. the plant physician, the
afdy o or the cmplm may be called opon to fumish atiormexe
all possible informtion in preparation for trials, Relow T am listing a number of
items that are in prospective se or have boen used in various instances :

(a) Denial of the existence of dusty lung di : R Iy in the Tt
of a ample of 202 films of men exposed and unexposed dust. one was singled om
s excepticnally free of cven usml amounts of fibrosis.  This film was examined as an
unknown. as were all athers.  Later it was pointed out that the workman from whoem
this film was made was a ltirant deaanding a large sum of moner on accoont of an
alleped silicosis.  Similarly. ahont four eut of cvery five litigants alleging dusty hmg
diseasc are in fact {rec of soch discases. The claims arc spuricus and may be proved
0 by appropoiate examinations carried ovt by qualifind mvestigators.

(b) The denial of disability ar prospective disability: A large number of work-
mrhxelmmdnwmﬁmddmyadkmmwminupuib&dandmm
exists that real disability is an carly prospect.

(c) The denial of neplect: Many of the true cases of dusty lung disease have been
dﬂ:lopingmlalglrrbdsofmmhmlﬁ,ﬁwd& Since the medical pro-

.
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. eed L 1ed " - wds. s
fession has scant of these diseases during these peric i
. P E tati: scd more.  Inevitably
wunreasonable to believe that the industrialists could have posses:
illallowlhnloperatmo(dustyh-hstﬂam{nof?wemcdlohf_emﬁ.}usd
earlier and greater information of these oce 1 than phy Indw-.
trial hygienists, state health departments, state factary inspectors, and other apencics
devoted to health conscrvation. No indostrialist may be charged w;ghl:t:‘lm fr‘w
il to supply i gainst an insidi di nown or litt wown th
:;lu:;d::l Wegm Even at this time the zverage physician fnssesses the most
meager information allodu:secmd'ttms'. i ) R .
(d) The origin of the dosty long dua:c.m previous conploy : ld’ t
is omjust thualmnr&sdmmvuummnfmﬂqﬂuqdkh -
ible for 3 well blished dusty Img disease when antedating this enployment,
here ba bumyunoimmtosimﬂarwkbdh«phmx.. A
'h‘(’:) ;waighdﬂndnﬂyhn:dim(mmoﬁhﬂ uuumdmt:rul -
ployment:  In some localities over the eoumtry it scems wdfab.!e .lhal sufficient dust
aay arisc from roads, farm work, ctc, to inducc characteristic involveent of the

m . -
quantity of dust presot in an industry is helow any reasonable
-mm?!" P R o & Thrm‘mlhl:nhﬂtstryo'r&ﬂ-{
ment & :hmﬁedr & as M:qﬂ:t'wmhndiniudfpmddmzpmsﬂﬂ‘ ity
‘?ﬂ' e of onfost The nature and extent of pratective d!ncn may
ful - excul the plant ns a practical hazard.  Dust camit methods have certain tn-
‘;n\';a‘lleli:;:lh\smu\k(wmdlenhg atong whhlmso(lhec_(ﬁn_ty?(m-
tilating apparatus mayr be utilized on ocaasion wholly to eliminate any justificaticn for
cntion that the air dustiness prevails .
cot(n‘) .:' other than tosis fully may (oflw s‘ulemdse
other chest comtents: At least ten other di may so mcu-
mubWanﬂmWW. :\m:gmhﬂsm(quw_d'm
ercalosi ially disseminated tuberculosis, cancer, syphilis, plenrisy with catci-
. . s o
fications, certain types of mresolved pncumonia.  In addition, claims are known
hmmummmmma.lmmwwwan:‘m
unrelated conditions as aneutysm. wed 1 tunor, lac vular
heart discase, etc.
(h) Silic is not a poisoa: Inmmmdainu_mh\wmmt.bcb.uednpmm
Sicable only to pok beta What i a_pwau;s.auta::u:
d'rfmmon. Attlnwwenllime.lheluthoaz:hxasln.lhmmn‘olm,:}n( in the
Tanps is unfavorable o sccepdation of it as 2 prison. Vrimarily, silica acting is physical
her than chemical. . .
l-m(k) Py insis dnes neg 4 an accidental injury: In mm:mmx.:m
il tas been contended that dusty lung states are accidental inlrf?im. Slr_:l_lm
arguments ardimrily are put forth in efiort to cbtain compensation in prlitical states
where no proviskms are made for accupational discases. To the ‘l"mra‘l:r. every valid
conceit promyds a recommitien of the Y and ¢ ___’ll'ltul
These several delense items are of course not sct out aslumwanydm:llht
H jon some anc or more gy play a helpful part in de-

); . on 3
E:nﬂnc some of the cases now pending, richly deserving defeat.




